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In a first, helipad proposed at Navi Mumbai’s 
Lord Venkateswara temple; awaits TTD nod
B  M U R A L I  @Tirumala 

THE Lord Venkateswara temple un-
der construction in Ulwe, Navi Mum-
bai, is nearing completion but faces 
a new challenge regarding a pro-
posed temporary helipad on its 10-
acre site. 

The donor, Raymond Con-
sumer Care Limited, has re-
quested the Tirumala Tirupa-
ti Devasthanams (TTD) to 
consider developing a heli-
pad on Plot No 3, Sector 12, 

allotted by the Maharashtra govern-
ment through the City and Industrial 
Development Corporation (CIDCO). 

However, site engineers have in-
formed Raymond that there is no pro-

vision or approval for a helipad in 
the commencement certificate is-

sued by CIDCO.
Raymond has urged TTD to 

bring the matter to the atten-
tion of  its management for 
a decision. TTD’s Chief  
Engineer noted in official 
files that a helipad could 

serve as an emergency service provi-
sion and a secure entry-exit point for 
VVIPs, significantly reducing travel 
time. However, TTD Executive Offic-
er J Shyamala Rao clarified that the 
proposed helipad would not be part 
of  the core temple construction but 
within the temple premises. 

“No permission has been granted 
yet for setting up of  helipad at Lord 
Venkateswara temple in Navi Mum-
bai, as we are evaluating all param-
eters, including Agama Shastras,” 
Shyamala Rao told TNIE.  P4

WHAT A ‘YOGA’ FOR VIZAG!
CM Chandrababu Naidu greets PM Narendra Modi on his arrival at Visakhapatnam 

airport on Friday to take part in the International Yoga Day event |  EXPRESS

VIZAG’S BIG DAY 
PM MODI TO PARTICIPATE IN YOGA DAY  
CELEBRATIONS AT RK BEACH TODAY 
Vizag is all set to host the International Yoga Day 
celebrations on RK Beach Road on Saturday. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu, Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan, 
other ministers, officials, celebrities, and citizens 
from the North Andhra districts are expected to 
attend the mega event | P4

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bhubaneswar

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi 
on Friday said he declined US 
President Donald Trump’s invita-
tion for a recent luncheon meeting 
in Washington since he did not 
want to miss being in Odisha, the 
sacred land of  Mahaprabhu 
Jagannath.

Addressing a massive gathering 
here to mark the first anniversary 
of  the Mohan Charan Majhi-led 
BJP government in the state, the 
prime minister said it was more 
important for him to be in the land 

of  Jagannath. “Just two days ago, 
I was in Canada attending the G7 
Summit when I received a call 
from President Trump. He said 
since you are already in Canada, 
why don’t you come down to Wash-
ington? We will have lunch togeth-
er and a conversation. He extend-
ed a very warm invitation. I 
thanked him for the invite but told 
him it was very important for me 
to visit the land of  Lord Jagan-
nath. With due respect, I declined 
his offer,” Modi said. 

Launching various projects 
worth over `18,600 crore and re-
leasing the Odisha Vision Docu-

ment @2036 and @2047, Modi con-
gratulated Chief  Minister Majhi 
for giving a fresh momentum to 
the development of  the state.

Modi said in recent years, the 
country has experienced the BJP’s 
development model. “You have 
seen the Congress model — delay-
ing, obstructing and derailing 
projects. Now you have experi-
enced the development model of  
the BJP government,” he said. Cit-
ing the example of  Assam, Tripu-
ra and Odisha, the PM said a dec-
ade ago, Assam was plagued with 
instability. Today, it is firmly on 
the development path,” he said.

B A L A  C H A U H A N  @ Bengaluru

THE ageing Dalai Lama, Ti-
bet’s highest spiritual leader, 
will make an important an-
nouncement, most likely on his 
reincarnation on July 2, four 
days before he turns 90.

Speaking to this paper, Penpa 
Tsering, president of  the Cen-
tral Tibetan Administration 
(CTA) revealed that the Dalai 
will make an “important an-
nouncement on July 2. It is like-
ly to be on his reincarnation.” 

The Dalai is scheduled to 
meet senior leaders of  the four 

Buddhist sects - Sakya, Kagyu, 
Nyingma and Gelug between 
July 2 and 4 at Dharamshala, 
the headquarters of  the CTA.

The identity of  the 
Dalai’s reincarnation 
is keenly awaited not 
only by Tibetans but by 
people in the Himalay-
an region as well, from 
Lhasa to Arunachal 
Pradesh, as they look 
up to him as their spir-
itual guide. China, too, wants to 
know, as it sees the Dalai as a 
separatist leader and symbol of  
Tibetan resistance.

In March 2011, the Dalai re-
linquished his role as the politi-
cal head of  the Tibetans in ex-
ile and handed it over to the 

CTA. He had said that 
his successor will be 
born in a free world, in 
a clear message to Chi-
na on claim on having 
the sole right to choose 
the next Dalai Lama.

“It is important to re-
member that the Dalai 

is not only the leader of  all the 
Tibetans, but also of  one mil-
lion Indian Himalayans,” noted 
Tibetologist Claude Arpi said.

B O S K Y  K H A N N A  @ New Delhi

TWO days before the scheduled launch of  the 
much-awaited Axiom-4 (Ax-4) Space Mission on 
June 22, Axiom Space on Friday announced its 
indefinite postponement. 

Axiom Space, which is spearheading the 14-
day Ax-4 Space Mission to the International 
Space Station (ISS) with four astronauts from the 
US, India, Poland and Hungary, has not given the 
next launch date. 

Following this, the Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation decided to recall Ax-4 mission pilot 
Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla and reserve 
crew member Group Captain Prasanth 
Balakrishnan Nair.

“NASA has made the decision to stand down 
from a launch on Sunday, June 22, and will target 
a new launch date in the coming days. The space 

agency (NASA) needs additional 
time to continue evaluating In-
ternational Space Station opera-
tions after recent repair work in 
the aft (back) most segment of  
the orbital laboratory’s Zvezda 
service module. Because of  the 

space station’s interconnected and interdepend-
ent systems, NASA wants to ensure the station 
is ready for additional crew members, and the 
agency is taking the time necessary to review the 
data,” an Axiom Space statement read. 

The $64 million space mission is a multi-agen-
cy collaboration, involving Axiom Space, ISRO, 
NASA and European Space Agency (ESA). 

“The (Indian) astronauts will be returning. 
There are many technical issues that need to be 
addressed before the mission is launched,” said 
a senior ISRO scientist. 

Shukla and Nair are among the four Indian as-
tronauts selected for India’s first manned space 
mission, Gaganyaan, scheduled to be launched 
some time in 2027. ISRO Chairman V Narayanan 
said the Ax-4 mission delays will have no impact 
on the Gaganyaan mission, which, he said, is 
progressing as per schedule.
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Iran eases curbs 
to fly out 1,000 
stranded Indians 
J A Y A N T H  J A C O B  @ New Delhi 

IN a major diplomatic move, 
Iran has eased its airspace re-
strictions to facilitate the evac-
uation of  Indian nationals. The 
decision, described as a special 
gesture by Iranian authorities, 
allows India to operate emer-
gency evacuation flights to 
bring its citizens home safely.

Three special flights operat-
ed by Iran’s Mahan Air will 
carry 1,000 Indians, 
including a large 
number of  students, 
from Iran’s Mashhad 
and Ashgabat to New 
Delhi, sources said. 

The first flight will 
reach India on Friday 
at 11.30 pm. The other 
two flights will land 
at 3.00 am and 4.30 pm 
on Saturday.

The evacuation ef-
fort comes under Op-
e r a t i o n  S i n d h u , 
which successfully 
brought back 110 In-
dian students from Iran. The 
students were first moved to 
Armenia, flown to Doha, and 
finally arrived in Delhi on 
Thursday morning.

Iran’s deputy chief  of  mis-
sion in New Delhi, Mohammad 
Javad Hosseini, on Friday reit-
erated Tehran’s commitment to 
the safety of  foreign nationals 
and highlighted the coopera-
tion between the two countries 
in times of  crisis. He said about 

10,000 Indians are living in Iran 
and those wishing to return are 
being evacuated.

The evacuation comes amid 
mounting regional instability 
as the conflict between Iran 
and Israel entered the eighth 
day on Friday. Iran continued 
to launch ballistic missiles at 
Israel, hitting buildings in Hai-
fa and injuring 31. Israel said it 
carried out air strikes target-
ing Iran’s missile launchers.

Meanwhile, several 
I n d i a n s  r e m a i n 
stranded in both Iran 
and Israel. Journalist 
Raavish Zaidi, a Luc-
know native, had a 
narrow escape when 
an Israeli missile 
struck his office in-
side the Islamic Re-
public of  Iran Broad-
casting building in 
Tehran. His father 
Amir Abbas Zaidi 
rued that Raavish 
could not attend teh 
last rites of  his moth-

er, who passed away a few days 
ago in Lucknow.

Shia cleric Maulana Saif  Ab-
bas said he was approached by 
several families whose rela-
tives are stranded in Iran. He 
said many families travelled to 
Iran for pilgrimage. “Unfortu-
nately, war broke out. Thou-
sands are stuck... and running 
out of  essentials,” he said.  P11

(With inputs from Namita 
Bajpai in Lucknow)

Three flights operated by Iranian airline 
Mahan Air to evacuate Indian nationals

AX-4 put off again, 
ISRO to recall Gp 
Capts Shukla, Nair

EU-Iran talks 
in Geneva

Iranian Foreign 
Minister Abbas 

Araghchi on Friday 
held talks with his 

British, French, 
German, and 

European Union 
counterparts, in 

Geneva, marking a 
fresh bid by Europe 
to revive dialogue 

on Tehran’s nuclear 
programme

It is not up to a 
Marxist govt in 
China to decide 
on the highly 
esoteric and 
spiritual issue of 
the Dalai Lama’s 
successor... But 
the succession 
has important 
implications for 
Beijing’s control 
over Tibet 

Claude Arpi, 
Tibetologist

Declined Trump’s invite to the US to be  
in the land of Mahaprabhu, says Modi

Dalai may name reincarnation on July 2
S U C C E S S I O N

The Ministry of Education has set up a panel to 
suggest ways to reduce students’ dependency on 
coaching centres for transition to higher education

FLAGS PROLIFERATION OF ‘DUMMY SCHOOLS’
■  Many students prefer to take admission in ‘dummy schools’ so that 

they can focus solely on their preparations for competitive exams. 
They don’t attend classes and directly appear in the board exams 

■  The panel will also study the effectiveness and fairness of competitive 
entrance examinations and their influence on the coaching industry

TO PLUG GAPS IN CURRENT SCHOOLING SYSTEM
“The committee will examine the gaps in the current schooling system that 
contribute to students’ reliance on coaching centres, particularly the 
limited focus on critical thinking, logical reasoning, analytical skills and 
innovation and the prevalence of rote learning practices,” news agency PTI 
quoted a senior Ministry of Education official as saying on Friday

GOVT PANEL TO CHECK FAIRNESS OF 
ENTRANCE EXAMS, NEED FOR COACHING 9-MEMBER

COMMITTEE TO BE HEADED BY HIGHER 
EDUCATION SECRETARY VINEET JOSHI
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P E T E R  V I DA L

21st June: Cancerian patterns 
add to an already rich planetary 
picture. If I were to highlight one 

important quality today, it would 
be compassion. People who care for 
others do so out of selflessness, but 

can hope that the cosmos will care 
for them in return. I hope so, too!

TAURUS  
(Apr. 21 - May 21)

You may give 
extra-special 
attention to 

relationships with children 
and younger relations, and 
seek much-needed 
improvements - wherever 
possible. Make the 
fulfilment of your own 
unique talents the priority, 
rather than always doing 
what other people want.

GEMINI  
(May 22 - June 21)

You may still be 
pre-occupied 
with tangled 

emotions at home, 
although the general drift 
seems to be extremely 
positive. You are easily 
provoked at the moment, 
so if partners seem 
determined to irritate 
you, take a deep breath 
before responding.

CANCER  
(June 22 - July 23)

Your mood looks 
increasingly 
lively, and your 

hidden nomadic tendencies 
may be coming out - so you 
could be smitten by an 
attack of wanderlust. 
However, what is most 
important at the moment 
is to explain yourself 
properly, and banish all 
misunderstandings.

LEO  
(July 24 - Aug. 23)

It’s time for a 
spot of 
moderate 

extravagance, and it’s 
surprising how a few 
extra treats can lift your 
morale. You should also 
be free with your feelings, 
and avoid placing any 
financial value on 
emotional relationships - 
don’t judge other people 
by how much they earn.

VIRGO  
(Aug. 24 - Sept. 23)

You should be 
on top form, 
and this is 

certainly no time for 
regrets. The present is the 
gateway to the future, 
and the way you handle 
your personal affairs now 
will colour your life over 
the next twelve months. 
You’re creating your 
future right now - and 
that’s quite a thought.

LIBRA  
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)

You may be in a 
relatively quiet 
mood today, 

which means that if you’ve 
arranged sociable 
activities you may be 
dreaming of being by 
yourself! By the evening, 
you should be feeling 
more on top of things. If 
there’s a lesson, then it’s 
to keep your options open.

SCORPIO  
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)

You may feel 
that you have 
been slighted or 

wronged, but there might 
not be much that you can 
do about it. It’s far better to 
turn away from strife and 
get on with personal 
ambitions and treasured 
friendships. The people you 
need to mix with are those 
who have stood by you.

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 22)

You have 
certainly had a 
lot to put up 

with, but there is much to be 
thankful for as well. People 
who have been rather rough 
with your feelings should be 
balanced by those who are 
helping you to discover your 
desires. Perhaps the friends 
you need most are those 
who can appeal to every side 
of your personality.

CAPRICORN  
(Dec. 23 - Jan. 20)

Leave your 
doubts and 
qualms to one 

side and seize all passing 
chances while you can. 
You really won’t know 
what you like until you’ve 
tried as many different 
activities and lifestyles as 
possible. And don’t let 
your beliefs unduly 
restrict your experiences.

AQUARIUS  
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)

There seem to 
be a lot of calls 
on your 

resources at the moment, 
and there may be nothing 
you can do but to spend 
your valuable funds. You 
can, if you wish, go with 
the stars and exploit the 
chance to be extravagant. 
But it’s up to you to make 
sure that every crumb of 
cash is well-spent.

PISCES  
(Feb. 20 - Mar 20)

The sensitive 
relationship 
between Venus 

and Mars may have 
brought a resurgence of 
emotional tension, but it 
has now passed and you 
should relax once again. 
One of the best things you 
can do is open up more to 
family relationships, 
removing all those barriers 
and emotional defences.

ARIES 
(Mar 21 - Apr. 20)

The most 
satisfying way to 
spend your time 

is by following your 
favourite hobby, especially 
if it’s practical, and 
particularly if it offers you 
the chance to potter around 
by yourself! The best 
relationships are based 
around shared interests 
rather than raw passion.

TEST YOUR NUMBER 
CRUNCHING SKILL WITH OUR 
UNIQUE PUZZLE
� Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner 
that every row, every column and every 3X3 box 
accommodates the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

SU DO KU
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CROSS WORD

Across: 1 Elite, 4 Present, 8 Tot, 9 Curiosity, 
10 Needles, 11 Inlet, 13 Aboard, 15 Season, 
18 Media, 19 Acronym, 21 March Hare,  
23 Gas, 24 Secedes, 25 Sites.

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
  1 Rise in prices left Paris ruined (6)
  4 A scent is elusive;
 not much being worn (8)
  9 Put in orders (6)
  10 Notice in flight a lark (8)
  12 Enjoys some
 antiquarian research (4)
  13 Floral decoration in
 plate manufacture (5)
  14 Sounds a good 

player - give up (4)
  17 Marvellously impressed? (6-6)
  20 They need money
 to pursue their hobby (12)
  23 Time to reflect? (4)
  24 Scatterbrain child (5)
  25 Hang around for food (4)
  28 One can’t sleep through it (8)
  29 No rise is evident in
 older generation (6)
  30 High spirits (8)
  31 A gentleman prefers
 one who is fair (6)

DOWN
  1 One way to get a rate
 reduction (4,4)
  2 Poor ending it
 might make (8)
  3 The pin of a revolver? (4)
  5 Odd thing to say (6,6)
  6 Ordered without water (4)
  7 Is the first murder
 victim a girl? (6)
  8 City investments (6)
  11 Drops from hard work (12)
  15 Lacking a roadway site (5)
  16 The alternative
 in France is grave (5)
  18 Unorthodox saint one found in
 a Baltic state (8)
  19 See Corfu anyway
 even if you have to fight (3,5)
  21 Coming to a conclusion (6)
  22 Mix us some pudding (6)
  26 Tree-climbing boy (4)
  27 Upright fellow (4)

MEDIUM

JUMBLE UNSCRAMBLE THESE JUMBLES, ONE LETTER TO 
EACH SQUARE, TO FORM FOUR ORDINARY WORDS.

BY DAVID L. HOYT  
AND JEFF KNUREK

Yesterday’s
Down: 1 Estonia, 2 In the mood,  
3 Excel, 4 Phrase, 5 Erosive, 6 Eli, 7 Tryst,  
12 Last night, 14 Reached, 16 Nemesis,  
17 Harass, 18 Mumps, 20 Reefs, 22 Roc.

FORECAST
Sunny

Sunrise    05.45 am

Sunset     06.41 pm

Moonrise      01.37 pm

Moonset       02.31 pm

MAX

390C
MIN

260C
WEATHER 

WATCH

Chittoor & Tirupati districts gear up 
for massive IYD celebrations today
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tirupati

ALL arrangements are in place 
to conduct large-scale Interna-
tional Yoga Day (IYD) celebra-
tions across Chittoor and 
Tirupati districts on June 21, 
with each district expecting 
over 10,000 participants at their 
respective headquarters.

Officials have selected the 
Mechanical Ground in Chittoor 
city and the SV University Sta-
dium in Tirupati city as the 
main venues. In total, yoga ses-
sions will be held at 11,000 loca-
tions across both districts to 
accommodate the large number 
of  participants.

On Friday, district collectors 
and regional tourism officers 
inspected the preparations at 
the designated grounds. In 
Chittoor district, over 5.5 lakh 
participants have registered 
through the QR code app, while 
around 4 lakh have registered 
in Tirupati district.

Collectors and Joint Collec-

tors of  both districts, along 
with officials, university stu-
dents, women’s groups, NGOs, 
and political leaders from the 
alliance, will participate in the 
mass yoga session scheduled 
from 6.30 am to 8.00 am.

Anantapur Collector inspects 
arrangements for Yoga Day
Anantapur Collector Vinod Ku-
mar V on Friday directed offi-
cials to ensure all arrange-
ments are in place for the 
successful conduct of  the dis-
trict-level Yogandhra pro-

gramme, marking the 11th In-
ternational Yoga Day. The main 
event will be held at PTC 
Ground in Anantapur city, with
around 5,000 participants.

Inspecting the preparations 
at the venue, the Collector in-
structed officials to facilitate 
smooth entry and exit for 
participants. 

He ordered the setup of  
around 200 grids, each compris-
ing 25 participants, with desig-
nated grid in-charges provided 
with certificates, T-shirts, and 
caps. He also stressed the need 
for coordination among the 
DRO, DRDA PD, and DMHO, 
who were appointed as venue 
in-charges.

Vinod Kumar directed offi-
cials to establish snack and wa-
ter counters and complete all 
arrangements before stipulated 
time. He said Yogandhra will be 
held at 6,002 locations, with 
10.88 lakh of  Anantapur’s 23 
lakh population registered—
ranking sixth in the State.

Siddha Unit launches ‘Harit 
Yoga’ drive in Tirupati
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tirupati

TO launch International Day 
of  Yoga 2025 celebrations, the 
Siddha Clinical Research Unit 
(SCRU) of  Tirupati, under the 
Central Council for Research in 
Siddha (CCRS), Ministry of  Ay-
ush, organised a ‘Harit Yoga – 
Mass Plantation Drive’ at Div-
yaram Park in the Tirupati 
Forest Zone on Friday. It is held 
under the theme ‘Ek Ped Maa 
Ke Naam.’

Around 100 GITAM students 
planted saplings and joined a 
yoga session. Chief  Guest C 

Selvam, stressed youth eco-
awareness. Dr K Samraj and 
Principal K Shridevi supported 
the initiative, while Forest Of-
ficer Sudharsan Reddy urged 
students to embrace yoga for 
nature connection.

APSPDCL team inspects Sri City
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tirupati

IN line with the directive of  
Andhra Pradesh Chief  Minis-
ter N Chandrababu Naidu, 
Chairman and Managing Di-
rector of  APSPDCL K Santosh 
Rao, along with APSPDCL Di-
rector (Technical) Kakarla 
Guraviah and APTRANSCO 
D i r e c t o r  ( Te c h n i c a l )  J 
Venkateswara Rao, visited Sri 
City on Friday and held a de-
tailed interaction with repre-
sentatives of  various industrial 
units.

The officials reviewed power 
consumption patterns and ad-
dressed concerns raised by in-

dustries, including frequent 
power outages, unplanned 
shutdowns, and issues linked 

to solar power integration. 
They assured prompt resolu-
tion of  the issues and urged in-

dustries to regularly maintain 
their electrical infrastructure 
t o  av o i d  u n n e c e s s a r y 
disruptions.

During the session, the visit-
ing team shared insights on 
best practices and compliance 
standards for electrical sys-
tems. They advised industrial 
units to adopt standardised 
procedures and avoid unsafe or 
substandard installations.

Founder Managing Director 
of  Sri City Ravindra Sannared-
dy thanked the of ficials  
for their proactive engagement 
and lauded their commitment 
to resolving power-related 
challenges. 

Revenue staff urged to deliver transparent & efficient services
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Nellore

NELLORE District Collector O 
Anand on Friday urged reve-
nue officials to enhance the de-
partment’s image by providing 
efficient, transparent, and tech-
nology-driven services to the 
public. He addressed officials 
during the Revenue Day cele-
brations organised by the Dis-
trict Revenue Services Associa-
tion at the Thikkana premises 

of  the Collectorate. 
The Collector emphasised 

that the Revenue Department 
has been the only department 
maintaining direct public in-
teraction for decades and that 
every official must perform du-
ties responsibly to uphold pub-
lic trust and departmental 
goodwill. He announced steps 
to establish a guesthouse for 
the Revenue Association and 
said the administration would 

organise Revenue Sports com-
petitions on the 11th, 12th, and 
13th of  the coming month.

Joint Collector K 
Karthik said the Rev-
enue Department 
plays a vital role in 
every citizen’s life—
from birth to death—
and described service in 
the department as a matter 
of  pride. He highlighted the de-
partment’s key functions, in-

cluding the issuance of  various 
certificates, and noted that ad-

ministrative orders are now 
processed through the e-

office system, which will 
soon extend to mandal-
level offices. He called on 
staff  to uphold transpar-
ency and trust while im-

p l e m e n t i n g  w e l f a r e 
schemes.
As part of  the programme, 

Anand launched the official 

website of  the Revenue Acade-
my, designed to provide com-
prehensive information on rev-
enue-related matters. The 
Collector also felicitated sever-
al employees for distinguished 
service. 

In special recognition, the 
Collector and Joint Collector 
Karthik honoured senior jour-
nalist Velamuru Sridhar, who 
has reported on the Collector-
ate for four decades.

Two arrested in migrant murder case
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Nellore

NAWABPET police cracked a 
murder case within 72 hours, 
arresting two migrant workers 
who allegedly killed their room-
mate in Srinivasa Nagar, Nel-
lore, on the night of  June 16.

Circle Inspector (CI) G 
Venugopal Reddy said the ac-

cused, Pardesi (23) and Rankesh 
(19), both natives of  Uttar 
Pradesh, killed their roommate 
Jaihind Sahani (40), a native of  
Sant Kabir Nagar district, by 
striking his head with a stone 
around 11.00 pm. 

Police arrested three wood 
polishers on June 19 near Bur-
mashellgunta in Nellore city, 

for murdering a co-worker in 
their rented room at Srinivasa 
Nagar. 

The accused, frustrated by 
the victim’s harassment, con-
fessed during interrogation. 
Sub-Inspector SA Rahiman as-
sisted. Police filed a case, pro-
duced the trio in court, and 
sent them to judicial remand.

RSASTF seizes 55 red 
sanders logs, 4 held
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Nellore

THE Red Sanders Anti-Smug-
gling Task Force (RSASTF) on 
Thursday seized 55 red sanders 
logs, weighing one tonne, worth 
`60 lakh and nabbed four smug-
glers in Atmakur forest divi-
sion of  Nellore.

The Task Force team also 
confiscated a car and a motor-
cycle used in the smuggling op-
eration. Superintendent of  Po-
lice (SP) P Srinivas said Reserve 
Sub-Inspector (RSI) Vinod Ku-
mar’s team carried out the 
combing operation under the 
supervision of  RI Sai Giridhar 

in the Ananthasagaram forest 
section near Atmakur.

During the operation, the 
team, along with local forest of-
ficials T Srinivasulu and Ch 
Srinivasulu, inspected suspect-
ed loading points and spotted 
smugglers loading red sanders 
logs into a car near the Gudi-
gunta area. When the team 
tried to nab them, some of  them 
escaped while four were held.

Police identified the smug-
glers as residents of  Chennai, 
Tamil Nadu. Officials trans-
ferred the logs, vehicles, and 
suspects to the Task Force Po-
lice Station. Probe is on.

The Red Sanders Anti-Smuggling Task Force (RSASTF) seized red sanders logs worth 
`60 lakh from Atmakur forest division in Nellore district on Thursday |  EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Nellore

NELLORE Rural MLA Kotam-
reddy Sridhar Reddy has 
launched an ambitious green 
initiative involving the con-
struction of  29 public parks, fol-
lowing the inauguration of  339 
development works worth `41 
crore across all 26 divisions of  
Nellore Municipal Corpora-
tion—a record feat completed 
within 60 days.

As part of  the initiative, 
foundation stones for all 29 
‘Chandranna Parks’ will be laid 
within three days. The project 
aims to expand urban green 
cover and reclaim valuable gov-
ernment land reserved for pub-
lic use but currently under il-
legal encroachment.

“Every citizen has a right to 
clean and green public spaces. 
These parks will not only en-
hance environmental value but 
also improve the quality of  
life,” said Kotamreddy, who as-
sured that the parks will be 

completed within 90 days.
During the land identifica-

tion process for the parks, offi-
cials acting under the MLA’s 
directions found that all ear-
marked plots had been en-
croached upon by private real-
tors and vested interests. These 
lands, originally designated for 

parks and public infrastruc-
ture, had reportedly not been 
handed over to the Municipal 
Corporation.

“The total value of  the en-
croached lands exceeds `150 
crore. These are not just plots—
they are public assets,” the 
MLA stated. “Some realtors are 

attempting to sell these lands to 
unsuspecting buyers. This will 
not be tolerated.” He issued a 
stern warning that any further 
encroachments on reserved 
government land would attract 
strict legal action. The initia-
tive signals a zero-tolerance ap-
proach toward land misuse.

Environmentalists and local 
residents welcomed the move. 
“Public parks are essential for 
community well-being. We 
commend the MLA’s bold steps 
to reclaim these spaces,” said a 
local environmental activist.

The green initiative forms 
part of  a broader development 
vision for Nellore Rural. Earli-
er this year, the MLA had an-
nounced infrastructure projects 
worth `191 crore, including 
roads, drainage systems, and 
flyovers. Kotamreddy stated 
that the coming months will 
see intensified development in 
public infrastructure and wel-
fare projects across the 
constituency.

Nellore Rural MLA Kotamreddy Sridhar Reddy lays foundation stone for all  29 
‘Chandranna Parks’ within three days  |  EXPRESS

29 parks to come up in Nellore Rural
MLA’s initiative to expand urban green cover besides reclaiming encroached govt land

The official response reflects the 
State government’s focus on 

improving the ease of doing business. 
The initiatives of APSPDCL and 

APTRANSCO are expected to improve 
power reliability

Ravindra Sannareddy, Sri City MD

E X P R E S S  R E A D

KIMS doctors remove 
rare adrenal tumour

Kurnool: KIMS Hospital Doctors, 
Kurnool, removed a rare adrenal 

gland tumour, called 
pheochromocytoma, from 

35-year-old Roopa Rani through 
advanced laparoscopic surgery. It 

affects 2–8 per million, had 
caused severe hypertension 

during her pregnancy

NPCI, eKYC updates for 
Talliki Vandanam

Anantapur: Collector Vinod Kumar 
V has directed officials to ensure 

that all NPCI, eKYC, and other 
update processes under the Talliki 

Vandanam scheme to be carried 
out without inconvenience at 

banks and post offices. He noted 
that various updates must be 

processed promptly

Govt urged to resume 
land distribution
Kurnool: NTF District President 
Erukala Kushalanna urged the 
State to resume tribal land 
distribution, citing post-COVID 
livelihood crises. He demanded 
pattas, education loans, farm 
loan waivers, and steps to address 
worsening conditions due to rising 
unemployment in tribal areas

Police nab two, seizes 
gold articles worth `9L
Anantapur: Anantapur Rural 
Police arrested Chinna Babu and 
Ram Mohan with 89 grams of 
gold ornaments worth `9 lakh. CI 
N Shekhar said they were caught 
near St Ann’s School. The duo, 
ex-convicts, resumed thefts post-
release, including bike thefts and 
ATM break-ins

ALMANAC TODAY
 Saturday : 21/06/2025  Year: Sri Viswavasu  Aayanam: Uttarayanam

 Rutuvu: Greeshma  Masam: Jyeshta  Paksham: Bahula  Tithi: Dasami 07.18 am 
 Nakshatram: Ashwini 07.50 pm  Durmuhurtham: 05.43 am - 06.36 am 

  Varjyam: 04.09 pm - 05.37 pm  Rahukaalam: 09.00 am - 10.30 pm



03 TIRUPATI newindianexpress comSATURDAY21�06�2025

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Visakhapatnam

IN a historic achievement, 
around 25,000 tribal students 
from Alluri Sitharama Raju 
(ASR) district performed 108 
Surya Namaskars in 108 min-
utes at the Andhra University 
Engineering College grounds 
in Visakhapatnam on Friday. 

Organised as part of  the Yo-
gandhra celebrations ahead of  
International Yoga Day on June 
21, the event was monitored by 
trained yoga instructors and 
government officials and aimed 
at setting a Guinness World 
Record.

Out of  26,395 students regis-
tered from 106 schools in the 
Paderu division, 25,000 took 
part in the record-breaking 
mass performance. Addressing 

the gathering, HRD Minister 
Nara Lokesh hailed the event 
as a proud moment for India 
and announced that the State is 
preparing for another record 
on June 21, with over five lakh 
people expected to participate 
in yoga celebrations along the 
Visakhapatnam coast. 

He dedicated the achieve-

ment to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, noting it was his sec-
ond visit to the State this year.

Lokesh said yoga reflects a 
disciplined lifestyle beyond 
physical postures. 

Recalling his youth, he cred-
ited CM Nara Chandrababu 
Naidu with instilling in him 
values of  discipline.

Union Minister Prataprao Jadhav & HRD Minister Lokesh take part in yoga |  EXPRESS

25,000 tribal students create record  
by performing 108 Surya Namaskars

Girls secure top ranks  
in EdCET; 99% qualify 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada 

GIRLS secured a majority of  
the top ranks in the Andhra 
Pradesh Education Common 
Entrance Test (AP EdCET)–
2025, the results of  which were 
announced on Friday. The 
exam, conducted by Acharya 
Nagarjuna University on be-
half  of  APSCHE, recorded a 
high pass percentage of  99.42%, 
with 14,527 of  the 14,612 candi-
dates qualifying.

In the Biological Science 
stream, girls claimed the top 
three positions. Kella Venkata 
Kusumanjali of  Visakhapat-
nam topped the list, followed by 
Mylapilli Chandini (Srikaku-
lam) and Donka Krishna, the 
only male in the top five. 

In English methodology, 

Peerla Prasantham from Ana-
kapalli bagged the top spot, 
while Srihitha Dhanisetti and 
Vuttaradhi Akhila secured sec-
o n d  a n d  t h i r d  p l a c e s 
respectively.

In Mathematics, although 
Mudimanchi Naveen Kumar 
secured first place, girls like 
Pakki Sai Vandana and Surada 
Komalika followed closely. 

A similar pattern was seen in 
Social Studies and Physical 
Sciences. Announcing the re-
sults, HRD Minister Nara 
Lokesh shared the update on 
social media platform X. 

University Vice-Chancellor 
and EdCET-2025 Chairman 
Prof. K Gangadhara Rao lauded 
students, faculty, and employ-
ees for the smooth conduct of  
the exam held across 87 centres 
on June 5.

ECI unveils  
23 poll reforms
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE Election Commission of  
India (ECI) has launched 23 
new initiatives to modernise 
the electoral process, Deputy 
Director P Pawan announced 
on Friday. 

Key reforms include a mobile 
deposit facility for voters, Spe-
cial Summary Revision before 
by-elections, and limiting poll-
ing station strength to 1,200 vot-
ers with more booths in high-
rises. Electoral roll updates 
will now use death data from 
the RGI.  ECINET, a unified dig-
ital dashboard, replaces 40+ 
apps. Duplicate EPIC issues are 
resolved, and over 3,000 BLO 
supervisors have been trained  
at IIIDEM.

TRANSPARENCY

Over 7k medical staff transferred in 1st phase
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

A total of  7,099 medical staff  
were transferred to new posi-
tions as part of  the first phase 
of  transfers under the Health, 
Medical and Family Welfare 
Department, which concluded 
on Friday. 

Of  these, around 5,200 em-
ployees were compulsorily 
transferred after completing 
five years of  service in their ex-
isting postings, while another 
1,899 were moved based on per-
sonal requests submitted by 

the employees. The State gov-
ernment is now preparing for 
the second phase of  transfers, 
which will cover 9,650 Grade-3 
Auxiliary Nurse Midwives 
(ANMs) working at the village 
level. 

These transfers are sched-
uled to be completed by June 
30, as they require coordina-
tion with the village and  
ward secretariat departments 
t o  e n s u r e  s m o o t h 
implementation.

Health Minister Y Satya  
Kumar Yadav expressed satis-
faction over the transparent 

and dispute-free execution of  
the transfers. He appreciated 
the efforts of  department offi-
cials and said the process  
was conducted strictly in ac-
cordance with established 
rules and guidelines, un-
like previous years 
when transfer exercis-
es were surrounded by 
controversy and alle-
g a t i o n s  o f  
irregularities.

The Minister highlighted 
that in past practices, transfer 
decisions were taken at district, 
zonal, and state levels with sig-

nificant discretion, often lead-
ing to misuse of  authority and 
a lack of  accountability. 

To address this issue, it has 
now been mandated that de-

partment heads will be di-
rectly responsible for all 
t r a n s f e r - r e l a t e d 
decisions.

As part of  adminis-
trative reforms, the 

Health Minister direct-
ed the transfer of  junior 

and senior assistants, accounts 
officers, and office superin-
tendents who have been work-
ing in one location for more 

than three years. 
Senior officials who had been 

holding key positions for pro-
longed periods and were under
a cloud of  allegations were also 
transferred.

While 840 exemptions were 
granted—primarily to couples
working in government service 
and recognised employee un-
ion representatives—the Min-
ister has demanded detailed 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  e a c h 
exemption.

The first phase also included 
the transfer of  379 staff  mem-
bers, including 60 professors.

Second phase of transfers to cover 9,650 Grade-3 Auxiliary Nurse Midwives working at village-level in the State

Artist crafts 
miniature 
yoga symbols
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kakinada

TO mark International Yoga 
Day on June 21, Kakinada-
based micro artist Aripaka 
Ramesh Babu created a minia-
ture yoga asana symbol on a 
piece of  chalk, showcasing his 
talent to promote the impor-
tance of  yoga.

Renowned for his intricate 
micro artworks, Ramesh Babu 
said that yoga provides mental 
strength and helps relieve 
stress. He extended his wishes 
to yoga gurus and practitioners 
on the occasion. The artist, 
known for crafting miniature 
pieces on everyday objects, has 
created several micro articles 
in the past and continues to use 
his art to spread messages.

The State government extended the five-day work week 
for employees in Amaravati-based Secretariat, HoDs, 
Corporations, and other government bodies for another 
year from June 27, 2025, with 10 AM–5:30 PM timings.

GOVT  
ORDER

Ayesha Meera case probe  
completed, CBI tells HC
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada 

THE CBI informed the Andhra 
Pradesh High Court that it has 
completed its probe into the 17-
year-old rape and murder case 
of  B-Pharmacy student Ayesha 
Meera. 

A sealed report was submit-
ted on Friday, and the agency 
sought permission to file its fi-
nal report before the CBI court 
in Vijayawada. 

Justice Satti Subbareddy al-
lowed it, but denied Ayesha’s 
parents access to the report, di-
recting them to approach the 

trial court. Ayesha (17) was 
found murdered in her hostel 
bathroom on December 27, 2007, 
at Ibrahimpatnam near Vijaya-
wada. Nine months later, police 
arrested Pidathala Satyam 
Babu. 

He was convicted in 2010 but 
acquitted in 2017 by the High 
Court citing lack of  evidence. 
Following PILs and a petition 
by her parents, the court hand-
ed the case to the CBI in 2018. In 
2023, Ayesha’s parents sought 
an expedited probe. 

Satyam Babu also filed a plea, 
alleging CBI harassment and 
frequent summons.

SMD INITIATIVE

he Indian aviation landscape 
is experiencing unprecedented 
growth. With over 5 lakh peo-
ple traveling daily on more 

than 3,000 flights, and 800 passen-
ger aircraft currently operational in 
India, the demand for skilled Aircraft 
Maintenance Engineers has never 
been higher. This growth trajectory 
makes HIET’s DGCA-approved Air-
craft Maintenance Engineering pro-
gram both relevant and essential for 

India’s aviation future.
Established in 1966, Hindustan In-

stitute of Engineering Technology 
(HIET) has been the cornerstone of 
aviation education in India. HIET has 
only produced industry ready profes-
sionals ,in the last five decades, of-
fered streams that include B1.1 (Aero-
plane Turbine), B2 (Avionics), B1.3 
(Helicopter Turbine), B.Sc (Aircraft 
Maintenance Engineering) and B.Sc 
(Avionics). HIET has transformed 
from a modest technical training 
center to Asia’s premier Aviation In-
stitute, training over 47,000 engi-
neers and technicians who now pow-

er India’s rapidly expanding aviation 
sector, with HIET’s alumni leading 
MROs of massive national and global 
Airline engineering sphere.

“We’re not merely training engi-
neers; we’re safeguarding India’s 
aviation future. When passengers 
board an aircraft, they rarely think 
about the critical professionals who 
ensure that every system functions 
flawlessly—the Aircraft Maintenance 
Engineers,” emphasizes Dr. Anand 

Jacob Verghese, Chairman, Hindu-
stan Group of Institutions.

AME (Aircraft Maintenance Engi-
neering) offers distinctive and re-
warding career trajectories within 
the aviation industry, with opportu-
nities spanning commercial airlines, 
defence aviation, and manufactur-
ing sectors. These professionals are 
entrusted with the critical responsi-
bility of ensuring aircraft safety and 
security through meticulous mainte-
nance, thorough inspections, and 
precise system calibrations. On the 
job training with Air India, for AME 
professionals serves as a symbol of 

efficiency and subject matter exper-
tise. HIET’s training partnership with 
GMR group, is yet another bench-
mark of excellence and structured 
training.

HIET’s new campus at Navalur 
Road, Vellarithangal Village—just 
3km from Oragadam’s automotive 
hub—boasts state-of-the-art facili-
ties including specialized workshops 
for piston engines, jet engines, hy-
draulics, landing gear, radio commu-
nications and navigation and ad-
vanced avionics laboratories. The 
infrastructure creates an environ-
ment where students can intimately 
understand the complexities of 
modern aircraft, gaining hands-on 
experience that textbooks alone 
cannot provide.

HIET’s international reputation 
has attracted students from across 
Asian and African continents, with 
governments from Kenya, Tanzania, 
Zimbabwe, Singapore, and organi-
zations like the Commonwealth 
Secretariat sponsoring students to 
train at the institute.

For students considering a career 
in aviation, the path is clear: curiosi-
ty about how aircraft work is the 
first step, followed by choosing an 
institution with history, recognition, 
and proven results in the industry.

With its distinguished 59-year his-
tory, DGCA approval, and compre-
hensive training approach, HIET 
continues to be the launch pad for 
India’s aviation maintenance pro-
fessionals including the launch of 
Unmanned Aerial systems program, 
enabled by the thrust in defence 
sector for aerial mechanisms, that’s 
propelled by operation sindoor, 
making a mark on a global map.

HIET ensures that, as nation’s 
aviation sector expands, skilled en-
gineers keep India flying safely.

T

BEYOND THE COCKPIT: HIET’s Aircraft 
Maintenance Engineering Legacy

Dr. Anand Jacob Verghese, Chairman, Hindustan Group of Institutions.

   All the news. In just a click.  
  Log to www.newindianexpress.com
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Cognizant to set up campus 
in Vizag with `1,582.98 cr
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Visakhapatnam

IN a major boost to Andhra 
Pradesh’s IT ecosystem, Cogni-
zant Technology Solutions is 
all set to establish a world-class 
IT/ITES campus in Visakhap-
atnam with an investment of  
`1,582.98 crore. The project is 
expected to create 8,000 jobs 
over the next few years. 

The State Investment Promo-
tion Board (SIPB) meeting 
chaired by Chief  Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu on Thurs-
day, cleared the proposal of  

Cognizant, which has sought 
21.31 acres of  land at Kapulup-
pada under the VMRDA. The 
State government will allot the 
land to Cognizant at a nominal 
price of  just 99 paise per acre.

This project is seen as anoth-
er big win for Vizag as an 
emerging hub for IT invest-
ments, and for IT Minister Nara 
Lokesh, who has been striving 
to get big investments for the 
development of  IT sector in the 
State. Cognizant has set March 
2029 as the deadline for the 
commencement of  commercial 
operations. 

‘AP poised to be logistics gateway of South Asia’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

MINISTER for R&B, Infrastruc-
ture and Investments BC 
Janardhan Reddy has said And-
hra Pradesh is set to redefine 
its role as the logistics gateway 
of  South Asia.

Speaking at the CII Ports and 
Logistics Conference on ‘Build-
ing Andhra Pradesh - The East 
Coast Logistics Capital of  In-
dia’ in Visakhapatnam on Fri-
day, he said the government has 
laid emphasis on strengthening 
ports and road infrastructure 
recognising that robust logis-
tics is the engine for industrial 
g r o w t h  a n d  r e g i o n a l 
prosperity.

“As India approaches its cen-
tennial year of  Independence, 
Andhra Pradesh is guided by 

the Swarna Andhra @2047 Vi-
sion. Our goal is to become a 
high-growth, innovation-driv-
en economy, targeting $2.4 tril-
lion GSDP, and $42,000 per cap-
ita income by 2047. This vision 
ensures our growth is inclu-
sive, sustainable, and globally 
competitive,” Janardhan Reddy 
said.

Asserting that Andhra 
Pradesh is advancing with a 
singular mission to be the lo-
gistics gateway of  South Asia 
under the leadership of  Chief  
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu, the R&B Minister said 
the State is developing four new 
greenfield ports at Ramayapat-
nam, Machilipatnam, Mulapeta 
and Kakinada Gateway, with 
Phase I set for completion by 
December 2026.

“To achieve integrated devel-

opment across all transport 
modes, we are establishing a 
State Logistics Corporation to 
coordinate the development of  
ports, airports, fishing har-
bours and road corridors. Visa-
khapatnam-Chennai Industrial 
Corridor, supported by the 
Asian Development Bank, is 
being fast-tracked to link nine 
districts to major economic 

hubs, and Southeast Asia. This 
approach models the integrat-
ed, multimodal logistics sys-
tems envisioned in Maritime 
Amrit Kaal Vision (MAKV) 
2047 and Maritime India Vision 
(MIV) 2030,” he said.

Describing the ports in the 
State as the engines for growth, 
he said ports contributed over 
5% to the GSDP in 2024,  sup-
porting nearly one million jobs 
in cargo handling, ship repair 
and logistics. “We are deter-
mined to reduce logistics costs 
from 15.7% to 7-8% by investing 
in multimodal transport, tech-
nology integration, and im-
proved last-mile connectivity. 
Logistics parks, warehousing, 
and cold storage facilities are 
being developed to modernise 
supply chains, and attract pri-
vate investments. 

Stage set for Int’l Yoga 
Day celebrations in Vizag
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Visakhapatnam

VIZAG City is all set to host the 
International Yoga Day cele-
brations on RK Beach Road 
here on Saturday. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, Chief  Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu, 
Deputy Chief  Minister Pawan 
Kalyan, other ministers, offi-
cials, celebrities, and citizens 
from the North Andhra dis-
tricts are expected to attend the 
mega event.

As a prelude to International 
Yoga Day, the State government 
launched the Yogandhra initia-
tive on May 21, aiming to make 
yoga accessible to everyone. 
Over the past month, yoga 
training sessions were con-
ducted across the state, draw-
ing participation from people 
across various sections of  
society.

The concluding event of  Yo-
gandhra will take place simul-
taneously at thousands of  loca-
tions across the state. As part 
of  this, a mass yoga demonstra-
tion involving approximately 5 
lakh participants is planned 
along the Visakhapatnam 
coastline on Saturday, with an 
attempt to set a Guinness World 
Record.

The event will be held along 
a 26-km stretch from Kali Mata 
Temple on RK Beach Road to 
Bheemunipatnam, with partic-
ipants  perfor ming yo g a 
throughout the route. Around 
326 compartments have been 
set up, each supervised by a 
gazetted officer.

Each compartment includes 
yoga instructors, 3 demonstra-

tors, 10 volunteers, medical 
staff  (ANM and ASHA work-
ers), a police officer, Guinness 
record verification representa-
tives, sanitation workers, and 
supervisors. Approximately 
1,438 yoga performers, includ-
ing 907 instructors, will oversee 
the event.

The state government has 
made elaborate arrangements 
for the mega event, including 
4,280 mobile toilets, lifeguards, 
104 emergency vehicles, and 
temporary 5-bed hospitals eve-
ry 5 km. Additionally, 326 Wi-Fi 
charging points and 335 LED 
screens have been set up at var-
ious locations of  main event.

Around 9,995 vehicles, in-
cluding 7,295 buses, 2,500 auto-
rickshaws, and 200 maxi cabs, 
will transport participants 
from different areas. Seventy-
five parking zones have been 
established, with return pick-

up points arranged at the same 
drop-off  locations to avoid con-
fusion for the participants.

Amenities such as drinking 
water, one toilet for every 100 
persons, stretchers, first-aid 
kits, snack boxes, yoga mats, 
and T-shirts will be provided 
and can be taken home. LED 
screens and sound systems 
have been installed, and disin-
fection spraying will be carried 
out three times to repel insects. 
To strengthen security, around 
10,000 police personnel will be 
deployed for the event.

Along the 26-km coastline, 18 
sports grounds will also host 
yoga demonstrations, includ-
ing Andhra University Ground, 
Chinnagadili Golf  Club, PM 
Palem Cricket Stadium, Kom-
madi Stadium, Fort Stadium, 
Railway Exhibition Grounds, 
and Swarna Bharati Indoor 
Stadium, among other venues.

Govt makes efforts to ensure event enters Guinness World Records

Adoni BJP MLA tenders apology 
over ‘casteist remarks’ after row
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kurnool

ADONI BJP MLA PV Parthasar-
athi has tendered an open apol-
ogy following public outrage 
over a video showing his 
‘casteist comments’ during an 
official visit to Dhanapuram 
village on June 16. 

The video, which has gone vi-
ral on social media, shows 
Parthasarathi questioning if  
local Sarpanch Chandrasekhar 
is a Christian, when he was not 
seen approaching the stage 
near a temple. A local TDP lead-
er, Gudise Krishnamma, is 
heard stating that Chan-
drasekhar belongs to the SC 
community, leading him to re-
frain from stepping onto the 
stage.

Human rights forums, Dalit 

organisations, progressive 
women’s groups, including 
IFTU and AIFTU, strongly con-
demned the incident, demand-
ing an apology from the MLA, 
and legal action under the SC/
ST (Prevention of  Atrocities) 
Act. They denounced the hu-

miliation of  a Dalit elected rep-
resentative in a public setting.

In response, Parthasarathi 
clarified that he belongs to the 
BC community, and has long 
supported Dalit causes. “I had 
no intention to hurt anyone. I 
called for the Sarpanch, and 
when I didn’t see him, I merely 
questioned whether he was 
hesitant due to religious be-
liefs, considering the temple 
location,” he said. He further 
expressed regret, saying, “If  
my words hurt the sentiments 
of  the Dalit community, I offer 
a heartfelt apology.”

However, activists insisted 
on legal action against both 
Parthasarathi and Krishnam-
ma, threatening intensified 
protests if  authorities delay 
action.

Mayor-MLA clash escalates over seating at council
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kadapa

HIGH drama unfolded at the 
Kadapa Municipal Corporation 
office on Friday as tensions be-
tween Mayor K Suresh Babu 
and MLA R Madhavi Reddy es-
calated into a full-blown politi-
cal confrontation. 

The corporation premises 
turned into a virtual high-secu-
rity zone as the council meet-
ing, meant to address civic is-
sues, became a stage for 
personal and political rivalry 
between the two.

The ongoing conflict between 
the Mayor and the MLA, par-
ticularly over protocol and seat-
ing arrangement, took the 

centerstage, overshadowing of-
ficial proceedings. The conflict 
traces back to previous meet-
ings, where the MLA alleged 
that the Mayor denied her a 
seat on the dais as retaliation 
for earlier incidents where her 
supporters had allegedly 
dumped garbage near the May-
or’s residence.

Enraged by this continued 
‘insult’, the MLA reportedly 
pushed for the Mayor’s remov-
al, citing irregularities in mu-
nicipal contracts handled by 
Suresh Babu’s family. Though 
the State government relieved 
the Mayor of  his duties, Suresh 
Babu secured a stay from the 
court, allowing him to continue 

in his post, setting the stage for 
Friday’s confrontation.

As the meeting commenced, 
the corporation office and sur-
rounding streets were brought 
under tight police security, re-
sembling a high-security zone 
with curfew-like restrictions. 

A strong police force, includ-
ing two DSPs, 12 Inspectors, 20 
SIs, 53 ASIs, and 110 constables, 
was deployed to maintain law 
and order. Roads around the 
corporation office were barri-
caded, and traffic was heavily 
restricted.

Amid the standoff, two paral-
lel meetings took place. The 
MLA and TDP-aligned corpora-
tors assembled in the official 
general body hall, while the 
Mayor and YSRCP corporators 
held a separate meeting in the 
Mayor’s chamber, alleging pro-
tocol violations.

The Mayor took strong objec-
tion to the MLA’s seating ar-
rangement on the dais without 

his knowledge, arguing that as 
the presiding authority, he 
should have been informed be-
fore such arrangements were 
m a d e  f o r  K a d a p a  a n d 
Kamalapuram MLAs, who at-
tend the meeting as ex-officio 
members. He directed the Com-
missioner to relocate the meet-
ing to his chamber instead.

This led to a visible split with 
the MLA and her supporting 
corporators staying back in the 
main hall, while the Mayor and 
YSRCP corporators conducted 
proceedings from his chamber. 
Madhavi Reddy criticised the 
conduct, particularly the deci-
sion to relocate the meeting 
outside the designated hall.

A view of the venue for the 11th International Yoga Day celebrations at RK Beach in  
Visakhapatnam I G SATYANARAYANA

TDP celebrates birthday of CM’s wife
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE birthday celebrations of  
Nara Bhuvaneswari, wife of  
Chief  Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu, were held under the 
leadership of  Grandhalaya 
Parishad Chairman Gonugunt-
la Koteswara Rao, at the TDP 
headquarters on Friday. 

TDP leaders and cadre cut 
the cake, and conveyed birth-
day wishes to Bhuvaneswari. 
Taking to X, Naidu and HRD 
Minister Nara Lokesh extend-
ed  bir thday wishes to 
Bhuvaneswari.

“Happy birthday,  Bhu-

vaneshwari! Your love and 
strength are the foundation of  
our family. You have been by 
my side through every high 
and low, and I am truly grateful 
to have you as my partner in 
life. You are the light of  our 

lives. Your grace, your care for 
people, and your heartfelt lead-
ership in both business and 
philanthropy inspire us all,” 
Naidu posted on X.

“Happy Birthday, Amma! 
You’ve been my strength, my 
guide, and the heart of  our fam-
ily. Your unconditional love and 
quiet courage have shaped me 
in more ways than I can ex-
press. I’m endlessly grateful for 
the values you’ve instilled in 
me and the warmth you bring 
into our lives every day. Wish-
ing you a year filled with happi-
ness, good health, and all the 
love you deserve,” Lokesh post-
ed on X.

Ulwe TTD temple may 
be a model for those to  
come in State capitals
Continued from page 1

The temple’s location near the 
Arabian Sea in Navi Mumbai 
poses accessibility challenges 
d u e  t o  h e av y  t r a f f i c 
congestion. 

Local devotees argue that a 
helipad would significantly re-
duce travel time. “It takes hours 
to reach Ulwe and return due to 
traffic. With a helipad, we could 
visit Tirupati by air, have dar-
shan, and return via evening 
flights from Mumbai,” said a 
Navi Mumbai resident. The 
Chief  Engineer highlight-
ed that Sector 12 and 
nearby areas host nu-
merous helipads for 
industries and IT com-
panies, suggesting the 
provision aligns with 
regional infrastructure.

Temple project has already 
navigated several challenges 
Legal Challenge: In Novem-
ber 2023, B. Nagaraja Kumar 
filed a case at the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT) in Pune, 
contesting the temple’s con-
struction due to Coastal Regu-
lation Zone (CRZ) guidelines 
and requesting CIDCO to allot 
an alternative site. 

The NGT dismissed the case, 
allowing the appellant to file a 
fresh appeal, which is current-
ly under trial.

Gas pipeline issue: A Reli-
ance Industries Limited (RIL) 
gas pipeline runs through the 
site. Despite CIDCO’s interven-
tion, RIL declined to relocate 
the pipeline. TTD scaled down 
the temple size and adjusted its 
location to avoid the pipeline 
and its 20-metre buffer zone. 
RIL issued a No Objection Cer-
tificate (NOC) with conditions, 
enabling CIDCO to issue the 
commencement certificate.

With these issues resolved, 
the temple construction ad-
heres to all guidelines and is 

nearing completion.
If  approved and con-

structed, the helipad 
would make the Navi 
Mumbai TTD temple 
the first globally to fea-

ture such a facility, en-
hancing convenience for 

devotees. The ancient Tirumala 
temple, known for adhering to 
Sanatana traditions and hous-
ing animals like elephants, 
horses, and cows in service to 
Lord Venkateswara, may soon 
add helipad management to its 
responsibilities under TTD’s 
G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r  o f  
Transport.

The Ulwe temple is seen as a 
potential model for proposed 
TTD temples in state capitals 
across India and abroad, mark-
ing a significant expansion of  
TTD’s global presence.

Police barricade a road leading to KMC 
office in Kadapa on Friday I  EXPRESS

Any attempt to disrupt law and order 
in State won’t be tolerated: Dy CM
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

DEPUTY Chief  Minister Pa-
wan Kalyan has issued a stern 
warning to individuals and 
groups attempting to disrupt 
law and order in the State. 
 Underlining the importance 
of  upholding democratic val-
ues, he said the government 
will not tolerate any actions or 
rhetoric that undermine peace 
and security.

Mentioning recent develop-
ments, Pawan Kalyan said the 
coalition government has al-
ready instructed the police to 
act firmly against anti-social 

elements. “We will not spare 
anyone who creates fear among 
the public. Rowdy sheets will be 
opened against such individu-
als, and strong measures will 
be taken to control 
their unlawful activi-
ties,” he asserted.

Taking a dig at pro-
vocative statements 
made by some individ-
uals, he said, “Dia-
logues in films are ef-
fective within the 
cinema hall, but applying them 
in real life against the law is not 
acceptable in a democracy. Eve-
ryone must respect the law and 
the Constitution.”

He urged citizens to remain 
vigilant against those who 
speak in support of  disruptive 
forces. “People should be cau-
tious of  those promoting un-

democratic ideas. Sup-
porting anti-social 
elements or defending 
their actions is also a 
punishable offence,” 
he warned.

He urged the public 
to observe and ques-
tion those who attempt 

to justify or normalise lawless 
behaviour. “The government is 
committed to protecting law-
abiding citizens, and ensuring 
peace at all costs,” he added.

Sailajanath accuses 
NDA govt of plotting

to harm former CM
Vijayawada: Former minister Sake 
Sailajanath criticised the TDP-led 

NDA government, accusing it of 
plotting to harm YSRCP president 

and former Chief Minister YS 
Jagan Mohan Reddy. Speaking to 

mediapersons at the YSRCP 
central office in Tadepalli on 

Friday, he questioned whether 
Chief Minister N Chandrababu 

Naidu was endorsing open threats 
made by his party leaders, 

including TDP senior G Butchaiah 
Chowdary who reportedly said he 

would ‘behead’ Jagan. He also 
condemned the government for 

intentionally failing to provide 
security during Jagan’s district 

visits despite threat perception.

Jagan lost mental 
balance after poll 

verdict: Butchaiah
Vijayawada: Observing that 

YSRCP chief YS Jagan Mohan 
Reddy lost mental balance 

because of the verdict given by 
the people in 2024 elections, 

senior TDP leader Gorantla 
Butchaiah Chowdary sought to 

know whose heads Jagan is going 
to hack like animal slaughter. 

Speaking to the media on Friday, 
he faulted Jagan for supporting 

rowdies, goons and ganja batches. 
“Jagan is able to make district 

visits because of Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu running the 

administration in a democratic 
manner. If Jagan takes advantage 
of the same, he cannot come onto 

the roads,” the TDP MLA warned.

EAGLE chief to probe 
AR cop’s allegations 
against SIT sleuths 
Vijayawada: EAGLE chief Ake Ravi 
Krishna has been appointed to 
probe the serious allegations 
levelled by Armed Reserve 
constable N Madan Reddy that 
SIT sleuths forced him to give 
false testimony against former 
Chandragiri MLA Chevireddy 
Bhaskar Reddy in connection with 
the liquor scam case. Ravi Krishna 
visited the SIT office on Friday, 
and collected details from SIT 
chief SV Rajasekhar Babu 
pertaining to Madan’s allegations. 
Madan, who served as PSO of 
Chevireddy for a decade, had filed 
a petition in the High Court in this 
regard. However, SIT has strongly 
refuted Madan’s allegations. 

Over 11,000 naval 
personnel and their 
families to perform yoga
Visakhapatnam: Over 11,000 
naval personnel and their families 
from the Eastern Naval Command 
are set to participate in the 
International Day of Yoga 
celebrations in Visakhapatnam on 
Saturday. The Eastern Naval 
Command has joined hands with 
the Yogandhra 2025 initiative, 
spearheaded by the Ministry of 
AYUSH and the Government of 
Andhra Pradesh. Demonstrating 
solidarity with the citizens of 
Visakhapatnam and reaffirming 
their commitment to holistic well-
being, naval participants will 
occupy at least 10 enclosures 
along the 30-km RK Beach 
stretch, joining mass yoga session 

Krishnam Raju
taken into 
police custody
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada 

SENIOR jour nalist  VVR 
Krishnam Raju was taken into 
police custody on Friday, per-
taining to the case of  vile com-
ments against women of  Capi-
tal Amaravati. 

It may be recalled that Thul-
lur police registered a case 
against Krishnam Raju, along 
with a vernacular TV channel 
anchor Kommineni Srinivasa 
Rao, for their derogatory re-
marks against women. 

Following a petition, Guntur 
court granted permission to 
Thullur police to take Krishnam 
Raju into custody for three days 
from Friday to Sunday for 
questioning. 
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Abroad MBBS a 
necessity, but 
not a choice
K  K A L Y A N  K R I S H N A  K U M A R  @ Vijayawada

FOR thousands of  aspiring doctors in Andhra Pradesh, stud-
ying medicine abroad is becoming less of  a choice and more 
of  a necessity. Despite a steady rise in MBBS seats in India, 
the growing dominance of  private medical colleges and 
skewed seat allocations have made affordable medical educa-
tion elusive, especially for middle-class families.

Parents and students are raising concerns about the lim-
ited availability of  convener quota (Category A) seats in pri-
vate medical colleges, which are priced reasonably. As per 
the National Medical Commission (NMC), 35% of  seats are 
reserved under the management quota (Category B), and 
15% under the NRI quota (Category C), leaving fewer afford-
able options for deserving students.

Dr Veena Baddipudi, a native of  Chirala in Bapatla dis-
trict, who completed her MBBS from Sichuan University in 
China, told TNIE, “Though I got a dental seat in Andhra, I 

wanted to pursue medicine. I went to China in 
2007 and completed my MBBS by 2012. Stu-

dents must choose universities approved by 
the Indian Embassy, as the approved list 
changes annually. After returning, I had to 
clear the Foreign Medical Graduate Exam 

(FMGE) and undergo a two-year internship.” 
Parents like Maridu Madhavi from Hanuman 

Junction in Eluru district echoed similar con-
cerns. Her daughter, Dr Tejasri, studied medicine in Mauri-
tius. “We couldn’t afford a management seat here. Studying 
abroad costs us 20–30% less. But now my daughter has to 
clear the FMGE. She missed the pass mark by one in two at-
tempts. There’s no answer key or revaluation option. It’s un-
fair and unclear,” she said.

Safety concerns during global crises—like COVID-19, the 
Russia-Ukraine war, and Iran-Israel tensions—have height-
ened worries about studying abroad. Yet for many, the domes-
tic cost barriers leave them with no alternative. “Medical 
education has become a nightmare for the middle class,” said 
Dr MV Ramanaiah, State President of  Prajarogya Vedika, 
an NGO. “The WHO recommends one doctor for every 1,000 
people. To meet that, the Centre planned one medical college 
per parliamentary constituency. While AP has sanctioned 17 
colleges, due to funding issues, the State is opting for Public-
Private Partnership (PPP) models. This will drastically cut 
down the convener quota seats,” Dr Ramanaiah said.

Foreign medical education has become 
a nightmare for the middle class

Bhumana’s remarks 
on Vedic chanting  
baseless, says TTD 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tirupati

FORMER Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) Chair-
man and senior YSRCP leader Bhumana Karunakar Reddy 
accused the TTD administration and the ruling NDA govern-
ment of  undermining the sanctity and traditions of  the Tiru-
mala Sri Venkateswara Swamy Temple. 
 Addressing the mediapersons in Tirupati, Reddy con-
demned the alleged remarks of  a TTD official who reportedly 
stated that Vedic chanting in the Sriwari temple was unnec-
essary and should be discontinued.

Calling such statements “sacrilegious” and “arrogant,” he 
told the officials that all four Vedas are being continuously 
recited in the temple and that the TTD itself  runs six Vedic 
schools to promote these ancient scriptures. 

He further revealed that several pontiffs had raised com-
plaints over these issues with RSS chief  Mohan Bhagwat, 
following which TTD officials were reportedly pulled up.

TTD Refutes 
Allegations
In a swift rebuttal, the 
TTD strongly denied all 
allegations made by 
Reddy, terming them 
baseless, politically mo-
tivated, and damaging 
to the institution’s glo-
bal reputation. In an of-
ficial statement, it was 

clarified that Vedic chanting is not only being preserved but 
further strengthened. “The recitation time has been in-
creased, and the divine chant ‘Om Namo Venkatesaya’ now 
echoes in all corners of  the temple premises – including 
queue lines, Annaprasadam halls, and footpaths,” the release 
stated. The TTD also denied any disrespect or undue restric-
tions on priests, saying all hereditary archakas continue to 
receive the traditional honor due to them. Officials added 
that reforms were introduced only to enhance transparency 
and streamline services for devotees. The TTD clarified that 
legal notices were issued only to mutts like Visakha Sharada 
Peetham for exceeding their allotted land, in compliance 
with court orders.

Reddy Slams Bhumana
BJP State Secretary and TTD Board Member G Bhanu Pra-
kash Reddy accused Bhumana Karunakar Reddy of  malign-
ing the TTD’s image for political mileage. 

 Four held, 564 kg of gutkha seized 
Thanjavur:The Pattukkottai police seized 564 kg of gutkha 
smuggled into Thanjavur district from other States. The accused 
Raja Bakrudeen (40), Ramkumar (28), Ajay (29), and Karna Ram 
(29) were arrested and the car used for transportation was 
impounded. As per the sources, the banned tobacco products 
were found concealed in the vehicle. The Pattukkottai police 
seized 564 kg of gutkha smuggled to Thanjavur district from 
other States. The guilty were arrested and an investigation is on 

Continued on next page
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DIPR/3170/Tender/2025
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4297 M CE / TTPS
Design, Engineering, Supply, Erection, Testing 

and Commissioning works and Complete 
���������������������������������������������

For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission / Opening, viewing and 
downloading of e-tenders, please visit websites: ����������������������������
�������������������������������

Tamil Nadu Power Generation Corporation Ltd
Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

DEPARTMENT OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS
O/o. THE PRINCIPAL CONTROLLER OF COMMUNICATION ACCOUNTS, 

TAMILNADU CIRCLE, CHENNAI-600 028.

PENSION ADALAT
��������������� ������������ ������������������� �����������������������

Controller of Communication Accounts, Tamilnadu Circle, Chennai-600 028 
on 26th June 2025 (Thursday) at Chennai for redressal of grievances of 
Pensioners / Family pensioners of Department of Telecommunications, Tamil 
Nadu Circle & BSNL units viz. Tamil Nadu Circle, Chennai Telephones and 
CnTX South.  The venue & timing is given below.

Date : 26.06.2025 (Thursday)

Timing : From 11 a.m. onwards

Venue : ����������������������������������������������������������
� � � �������������������������������������
� � � ������������������������������
� � � ������������������
� � � �������������������������������������������������������

��������������, Pr. Controller of Communication Accounts,  
O/o Pr. CCA, Tamil Nadu Circle,7th Floor, RK Nagar, Mandaveli,  

Chennai - 600 028. Tel No: 044-24955800

Continued on page no.11
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN  
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

INFRA LENDING NORMS 
SHOULD RAISE SPENDING 
CLOSER TO GOVT TARGET

T
HE Keezhadi debate has returned to dominate political 
discourse in Tamil Nadu. The village in Tamil Nadu’s 
Sivaganga district, located about 12 km from Madurai, 
is an archaeological treasure trove. Findings from the 
site have suggested that an urban civilisation and lan-

guage was thriving near Vaigai river as early as 580 BCE, 
upending previously accepted theories regarding the emer-
gence of  civilisation in the subcontinent. However, as the
latest eruption of  controversy suggests, the journey forward 
from these discoveries has been far from straightforward.

The Archaeological Survey of  India (ASI) recently asked 
the archaeologist who led the first two seasons of  excavation 
at the site to answer some fresh questions and revise the re-
port he had submitted in 2023. Amarnath Ramakrishna, the 
archaeologist who was transferred out before the third sea-
son in 2017, refused to revise his report. As political parties 
in TN took up the cudgels to defend his report, the Union 
minister of  culture called for more scientific proof  to vali-
date the findings. The DMK accused the BJP of  attempting 
to suppress Tamil identity, history and culture, and had its 
students’ wing mount protests demanding the report’s re-
lease. The contentions hark back to 2017, when Ramakrishna 
was transferred to Guwahati and the ASI conducted one 
more season of  excavation before stopping work at the site. 
The next seven seasons of  digging were conducted by the 
state archaeological department.

Beyond the noise and fury are two key factors. First, the 
finds from Keezhadi are seen by TN political parties and a 
section of  the state’s populace as a matter of  Tamil pride in 
the antiquity of  their language and civilisation. Others al-
lege that Keezhadi is being used as a political gambit to vali-
date or dispute the Aryan migration theory. The second and 
more important factor is the need to apply scientific and aca-
demic rigour in analysing the findings, which should be con-
ducted without political pressure. The state archaeological 
department’s work at the site, so far published only in short 
booklets, also needs to be properly documented and published 
in full so that experts from across the world can study it and 
draw conclusions. If  the story of  Tamil—and therefore Indi-
an—civilisation is to be rewritten, it must be done with utter 
care and without politics.

PARSE KEEZHADI FINDINGS 
WITHOUT POLITICAL PULLS

E
NDING months of  hand-wringing, the RBI has finally 
rolled out the regulatory framework for lending towards 
infrastructure projects. The proposed norms, applicable 
from October, will replace multiple circulars, standardise 
the treatment of  project loans across sectors, and align 

norms for commercial banks, non-banking financiers and co-
operative banks. The biggest breakthrough is the relaxed pro-
visioning requirements, which are applicable only on new 
project loans, while the existing exposures will stay under the 
current prudential provisioning framework. As a result, 
banks’ profitability would remain unaffected. The norms,
which are also RBI’s first attempt to provide a comprehensive 
regulatory framework for project financing in India, strikes a
balanced approach to infrastructure lending. The proposals 
are part of  a broader wave of  banking regulations; alongside 
the repo rate cuts and liquidity-boosting measures, they should
help revive overall credit growth.

Banks were worried when the RBI first released the draft 
guidelines in May 2024, advocating the provisioning of  5 per-
cent during the project’s construction phase, 2.5 percent during 
the operational phase, and further down to 1 percent once the 
project starts generating sufficient cash flows. The Indian 
Banking Association is reported to have appealed against the 
proposed norms, suggesting instead an initial provisioning of  
1-2 percent, a modest increase over the existing 0.4 percent. 
Heeding to their concerns, the RBI offered a relief  keeping the 
provisioning requirement to 1 percent, which should aid in 
meaningfully improving the lending and borrowing appetite.

Following the pile-up of  bad loans that resulted in a twin-
balance sheet problem, India’s infrastructure sector has been 
grappling with massive delays and cost overruns. According 
to official data, about 800 out of  the Union government’s 1,800 
ongoing projects valued at over `150 crore each were behind 
schedule in April 2024. Notwithstanding the efforts, infrastruc-
ture expenditure remains far below the required rate of  `20 
lakh crore a year under the National Infrastructure Pipeline. 
To succeed as the world’s third largest economy, we need col-
lective efforts between the government, private sector and fi-
nancial institutions to carefully execute infrastructure projects, 
which are often complex and have long gestation periods. In-
frastructure is one of  the key pillars of  economic growth and 
essential for mass job creation, besides boosting the manufac-
turing sector. The government should also undertake reforms 
to prevent project delays and facilitate access to credit.

Q U I C K  TA K E

BANISH BLACK MAGIC

T HE Kerala High Court has asked the state to clarify its 
stand on enacting a law to prohibit black magic, sorcery 
and inhuman rituals. The state’s Law Reforms Commis-

sion had in 2019 proposed a bill to curb such practices. The 
proposal gained significance after a case of  human sacrifice 
was reported from Elanthoor in 2022. But the state govern-
ment is yet to push it along in the assembly. Even a private 
bill introduced in the Lok Sabha in 2024 by Chalakudy MP 
Benny Behanan has not made any headway. Before the coun-
try can instil a scientific temper among its youth, it needs to 
come out from the spell of  such regressive practices.
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We measure truth in terms of the cost to the 
writer in suffering, rather than by the standard of 
an objective truth to which a writer’s words 
correspond. Each of our truths must have a martyr

Equitable education
Ref:  Affordable schooling should be top 
priority (Jun 20). The hand that holds the 
cradle rules the earth, so goes a popular 
adage. Unless all  kids undergo quality 
education without discriminatory fee 
structures, their  r ight to education would 
suffer severe setbacks. An improved 
teacher-to-student ratio is  also necessary.
Sachidananda Satpathy, Sambalpur 
 
Self-reliant defence
Ref:  Manufacturing a superpower (Jun 
20). A country is  deemed to become a 
superpower by having a self-reliant defence 
sector. The success of the Akash missile has 
served as a catalyst to enhance indigenous 
security technology. More indigenously 
produced missiles should be integrated 
within our arsenal.
R Pichumani, Kumbakonam

Israeli hypocrisy
Ref: Israel attacks Arak reactor site after Iran 
hits hospital (Jun 20). The Israeli defence 
minister stated that Iran’s supreme leader 
should not ‘continue to exist’ for targeting 
a hospital. If so, how many times does the 
Israeli prime minister have to ‘die’ after the 
numerous attacks on Gaza’s hospitals? 
C G Kuriakose, Ernakulam

Trump’s trumpet
Ref:  For once Don says India, Pak 
themselves ended conf lict  (Jun 20). 
While Donald Trump is welcome to blow 
his own trumpet, he should not make 
discordant tunes. He is  too quick to disown 
his statements. The opposition is  being 
opportunistic  in attempting to divide the 
people of the country.
Shreeram Paranjape, Bengaluru

Dishonourable acts
Ref: 2 cases of honour killings rattle MP, 
accused arrested (Jun 20). It is heartbreaking 
that ‘honour’ killings are still prevalent in our 
society despite high standards of education. 
Parents must abandon their superstitious 
mindset, come out of caste boundaries and 
accept the will and liberties of women.
Abhilasha Gupta, Mohali

Academic gains
Ref:  QS rankings ’26: I IT-M in top 200, AU 
falls to 465 (Jun 20). It  is  commendable 
that 54 Indian institutions have secured 
places in the rankings—the highest ever 
for the country. This milestone ref lects 
India’s growing academic strength, global 
recognition, and consistent improvements 
in research and education quality. 
Asad Damrubar, e-mail

ISPARATE events in recent 
weeks have offered a window 
into how India’s governing 
class, regardless of  party, sees 
our cities.

On May 15, the Greater Ben-
galuru Authority (GBA) re-

placed, nominally for now and substan-
tially in due course, the Bruhat 
Bengaluru Mahanagar Palike as the 
city’s governing body. The chief  minis-
ter of  Karnataka will be GBA’s chair-
man. Various civic functions, including 
land, water supply, sewage and electric-
ity, currently provided by separate agen-
cies under the state government, are to 
come under its umbrella.

Later in May, the prime minister, 
speaking to the governing council of  Niti 
Aayog, asked states to make cities, espe-
cially Tier 2 and Tier 3 ones, the engine 
of  sustainability and growth, and re-
ferred to the Urban Challenge Fund 
(UCF) announced in this year’s budget 
with a planned corpus of  `1 lakh crore.

The UCF also anchors the $10-billion
plan for India’s urban transformation 
announced by the Asian Development 
Bank, after its president met with the 
prime Minister. Curiously, the announce-
ment makes specific reference to “metro 
extensions [and] new regional rapid 
transit system corridors” and “private 
investment for urban infrastructure”, 
indicating that the investments and UCF 
are targeted at larger cities.

Finally, last month, following on from 
the trend to mandate sewage treatment 
plants in apartment complexes in which 
Karnataka is a pioneer, the newly-elected 
Delhi government made it mandatory for 
high-rise commercial, institutional and 
hospitality buildings to install anti-smog 
guns to combat air pollution.

What do these events tell us about how 
to address three big questions that shape 
our approach to urbanisation? First, 
should we focus on the biggest cities or 
the not-so-big ones? Second, as K C Sivar-
amakrishnan, a former secretary in the 
ministry of  urban development, was fond 
of  asking: “Who rules the city?” And 
third, what should we think of  as the 
city—the urban local body or the econom-
ic region? After all, as part of  its Growth 
Hub initiative, Niti Aayog has advanced 
an economic master plan for the Surat 
‘region’ comprising five districts.

As an economist, one is tempted to fa-
vour ‘large’ cities, where much vaunted 
agglomeration economies supposedly 
drive economic growth. And yet, it is not 
clear how large a city needs to be to ben-
efit from these economies. Boston and 
San Francisco, two global hotspots for 

new ideas, both have less than a million 
people. This is also true for European 
hubs of  innovation such as Torino in It-
aly and Braga in Portugal.

India has many more cities with a pop-
ulation above a million than the US, Eu-
rope and Japan combined. The districts 
around the 10 largest cities in India by 
population have less than a tenth of  In-
dia’s population, but a little over a fifth 
of  India’s GDP. Should one focus on these 
or, as the PM said, on the Tier 2 and Tier 
3 cities? Might it be easier to improve 
governance in smaller cities compared to 
our large metros?

Large cities are difficult to govern. Not 
only is their infrastructure complex and 
large, large cities also embed significant 
opportunities for rent extraction. Small 
changes in rules can generate substan-

tial changes in the value of  land—for ex-
ample, during the redevelopment of  tex-
tile mills in Mumbai.

This is true not just in India, but in 
other countries, too—such as the growth 
machines in the US and local govern-
ments in China, whose officials are often 
disciplined for corruption. It is under-
standable, therefore, if  state politicians 
balk at handing these decisions and rents 
over to local representatives. By contrast, 
smaller cities with limited rents may 
stand a chance of  being better governed.

The GBA model is perhaps an acknowl-
edgment of  this tension with representa-
tion. It removes local politicians from 
decision-making and promises better co-
ordination across civic functions. Should 
this be a model for the future? What if  we 
had a trade-off, with chief  ministers con-

trolling the capital city, as in Bengaluru, 
but implementing the Constitution’s 74th 
amendment—also known as the Nagar-
palika Act—in letter and spirit in the 
other cities of  the state?

Could this create an open, construc-
tively competitive ecosystem across sec-
ondary cities, resulting in a sustainable 
and vibrant process of  urbanisation, as 
hoped for by the prime minister? Even-
tually, those in the capital cities may 
also demand a voice, emboldened by an 
encirclement of  the state capital—not 
Mao-like from the countryside, but by 
smaller cities.

Not only is urban governance not rep-
resentative, it is often also performative. 
Like anti-smog guns, they have limited 
effectiveness but look modern and give 
the appearance of  action. Delhi has 
shifted this expenditure to the private 
sector, but public money, too, is often 
spent on ineffective infrastructure that 
has popular support because of  its per-
formative aspect. Consider the metro 
rails in many cities. While in some they 
are both necessary and effective, they do 
little to solve the transportation prob-
lem in others. But residents feel proud 
to live in a city with a metro rail, una-
ware that for that cost they could have 
mitigated their transport woes with an 
effective bus system.

Finally, the identity crisis. Is the urban 
local body an artificial administrative 
construct and should one instead consid-
er the ‘metropolitan area’ or ‘economic 
region’ determined by commuting, 
spread of  contiguous night lights, or just 
fiat? How can such regions be governed? 
Indeed, for cities like Delhi, Bengaluru 
and Chennai, such a region will spill 
across even state boundaries and trigger 
a series of  other questions.

Are investments such as the Namo 
Bharat regional rapid transit system, 
which takes less time to reach Meerut 
from Delhi than it does to reach parts of  
Gurugram by road, to be seen as guide-
posts? Is the preferred expansion of  Del-
hi to be along this corridor? If  so, should 
one shift defence operations to Jewar in-
stead, and develop Hindon as a civilian 
airport? Where will the existing private 
investments along the Gurugram-Jaipur 
route fit into such a plan?

No such questions are raised. Urbanisa-
tion has been reduced to an assorted col-
lection of  schemes and projects, scattered 
pieces of  a jigsaw puzzle that no one is in-
terested in putting together. Maybe, each 
individual answer has become so lucra-
tive that it’s too troublesome to even re-
member there was a question.

(Views are personal)

D WHY BIGGER MAY
NOT BE BETTER

FOR INDIAN CITIES

Urban planning in India is often performative, going for glitzy 
projects that add little value to governance. To manage our cities 

effectively, first we need to delineate them smartly

PARTHA MUKHOPADHYAY Senior Fellow, Centre for Policy Research, and 
former member, Technical Advisory Committee, 
Ministry of Housing and Urban A�airs

SOURAV ROY

HE cycle of  communal kill-
ings in Dakshina Kannada 
and Udupi districts of  Kar-
nataka appears to be unend-
ing. Sectarian fire has spread 
far in these two coastal dis-
tricts, sometimes touching 

the neighbouring Uttara Kannada dis-
trict as well. Even as the killings go on 
and provocative hate speeches keep the 
pot boiling, successive governments 
have done little to douse the fire. As a 
result, the region has become a commu-
nal laboratory where both Hindus and  
Muslims vie for each other’s blood.

The region, a Congress bastion ear-
lier, has become a BJP stronghold in 
the last two to three decades. The BJP 
has not lost any of  the last nine Lok 
Sabha elections from the Dakshina 
Kannada/Mangaluru seat since 1991, 
whereas it is a mixed bag in Udupi/
Chikkamagaluru districts. The BJP 
bagged 17 and 16 of  the 19 assembly 
seats in the three coastal districts in 
2018 and 2023, respectively.

Dakshina Kannada, with the prosper-
ous Mangaluru as its headquarters, is 
second only to Bengaluru Urban in rev-
enue generation and GST collection. 
The coastal region is a major educa-
tional centre where tens of  thousands 
of  students study in nine medical col-
leges, seven engineering colleges, and 
countless other institutions. It has the 
highest literacy rate in the state.

The district is also a significant fi-
nancial centre, having seen the birth of  
several banks. It is home to several spe-
cialty hospitals, an international air-
port, a major port, several industries 
and many well-known temples. With 
high urbanisation, the region’s trans-
port and communication networks are  
better than in all other districts  
except Bengaluru. 

Still, there is unemployment and the 
rich-poor gap is widening, contribut-
ing to the divide on the basis of  reli-
gion. Riots, which were once confined 
to urban areas, are now seen in rural 
pockets too.

The region had its first brush with 
communal tension way back in 1976, 
when a newspaper agent, Ismail, was 
murdered and violence broke out in its 
wake. Two years later, Raghavendra 
Nagori, the editor of  a local daily, was 
killed in what was seen as a retaliation. 
So far, more than 50 communal mur-
ders have been reported over the last 30 
years from the coastal districts, some 

of  which have led to riots, forcing the 
shutdown of  the region’s main cities.

While a couple of  decades in the 
middle were relatively calm, right-
wing trouble-makers had an eye on 
Bhatkal, a Muslim-majority town that 
gained infamy because of  the terror-
ists Riaz and Yasin Bhatkal. The RSS 
sent to the town a full-time karyakarta, 
Dr U Chittaranjan. The doctor-turned-
MLA soon gained popularity among 
both the communities with his affable 
manners and `5 fee per patient. 
Bhatkal saw no violence after the 
Babri masjid demolition.

But turf  war in this fishing town—
where Muslims mainly belong to the 
Nawayat sect and speak Nawaity, 
which is close to Persian—was brew-
ing between the RSS and Muslim or-
ganisations for control of  the munici-
pality. This led to riots in 1993, in which 
19 people from both communities were 
killed. In 1996, Dr Chittaranjan was 
shot dead in his house. The probe was 
handed over to the CBI, which could 
not arrive at any conclusion over  
the killers.

Despite the murder, neither Bhatkal 

nor Uttara Kannada had witnessed any 
major communal incident till recent 
times. The BJP tried to paint with com-
munal colours the death of  one Paresh 
Mesta near Honnavar in 2017, and held 
massive protests across Karnataka. But 
the CBI, which probed the death, con-
cluded it was an accidental death, not 
murder. However, the saffron outfit’s 
electoral gains were massive. It has 
won all Lok Sabha elections from 1996 
till now, except once, from the Uttara 
Kannada seat (two assembly segments 
here belong to Belagavi district).  

However, the Udupi and Dakshina 
Kannada districts were different. The 
worst years of  communal violence in 
these districts were 1998, 2003 and 2006. 
In each of  these years, at least eight 
people were hacked to death, many of  
them in a cycle of  retaliations. In 2022, 
three murders took place in a span of  
only eight days; in 2025, three deaths 
happened within 30 days.

Why these killings and riots? The 
reasons are many: vigilantism, moral 
policing, hate speeches, desecration of  
religious places, targeting of  interfaith 
relationships, use of  religion as a politi-
cal tool, public and police complicity in 
terms of  informing, inept handling of  
the incidents by the government of  the 
day, selective law enforcement, with-
drawal of  cases against the accused, 
and fake news on social media.

Even minor incidents become huge 
communal flashpoints these days, 
thanks to viral posts on social media. 
The incidents are so politicised that it’s 
difficult to control the situation once 
the fire is lit. Political leaders from both 
sides of  the divide often fan the flames. 

Has this region reached a point of  no 
return? Maybe not, if  the government 
spares no effort taking tough steps to 
eradicate communal forces. It also needs 
to stay neutral, bring community lead-
ers for regular peace meetings, cleanse 
the police of  bias and nexus, and above 
all, unhesitatingly take action against 
anyone, including political leaders, in-
volved in stoking communal tensions. 
But all this is easier said than done.

(Views are personal)

CHART A PATH OUT OF DARK WOODS

It’s not too late to begin the healing 
process in Dakshina Kannada and 
Udupi districts of Karnataka, where 
communal tensions are running deep 
thanks to opportunistic political and 
community leaders. All stakeholders 
need to come together with a shared 
commitment to peaceful coexistence

T

Susan 
Sontag

B S ARUN Senior journalist based in Bengaluru

PT
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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ New Delhi

THE  Ministry of  Education 
has constituted a nine-member 
panel to review concerns relat-
ed to private coaching institu-
tions, rise of  ‘dummy schools’, 
and the effectiveness and fair-
ness of  entrance examinations, 
officials said on Friday.

The committee headed by 
Secretary (Higher Education)
Vineet Joshi is tasked with  
suggestimg  measures to reduce 
the dependency of  students on 
coaching centres for their  
higher education needs.

“The committee will exam-
ine the gaps in the current 
schooling system that contrib-
ute to students’ reliance on 
coaching centres, particularly 
the limited focus on critical 
thinking, logical reasoning, 
analytical skills and innova-
tion and the prevalence of  rote 
learning practices,” a senior 
Ministry of  Education official 
told news agency PTI. 

The committee will also look 
into the mushrooming of  dum-
my schools. Thousands of   stu-
dents preparing for engineering
and medical entrance examina-
tions prefer to take admission in 
dummy schools so that they can 
focus solely on competitive 
exam preparations.

Aspirants often opt for dum-
my schools to benefit from 
state-specific admission quotas 
for medical and engineering 
colleges. For instance, students 
who complete their senior sec-
ondary education in Delhi 
qualify for the Delhi state quota 
in medical colleges, providing 
a strong incentive to enroll in 
dummy schools in the capital. 

“The reasons behind the 
emergence of  ‘dummy schools’ 
will be examined and the panel 
will study their role in encour-
aging full-time coaching at the 
cost of  formal schooling and 
suggest ways to mitigate them,” 
the official said.

“The role and impact of  form-
ative assessments at school and 
higher education levels will be 
assessed and how their absence 
affects students’ conceptual un-
derstanding and preparedness 

for competitive examinations. 
The panel will also analyse the 
rising demand for quality high-
er education, limited availabil-
ity of  seats in premier institu-
tions and how the imbalance 
drives students towards coach-
ing institutes,” he told PTI.

Evaluating the awareness 
levels among students and par-
ents regarding multiple career 
pathways and the impact of  
this lack of  awareness on the 
over-dependence on a few elite 
institutions; assessing the 
availability and effectiveness 
of  career counselling services 
in schools and colleges and sug-
gesting measures for strength-
ening career guidance frame-
works, are among other terms 
of  reference of  the committee.

  Other members of  the panel 
include the Central Board of  
Secondary Education (CBSE) 
chairman; joint secretaries 
from school education and 
higher education departments; 
representatives of  IIT-Madras, 
NIT-Trichy, IIT-Kanpur and 
NCERT; and principals of  
schools (one each from Kend-
riya Vidyalaya, Navodaya Vi-
dyalaya and a private school).

The move comes following 
complaints received by the Cen-
tre about rising cases of  student 
suicides, accidents, lack of  fa-
cilities in coaching institutes.

S U C H I T R A  K A LYA N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi

THE Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) on Friday withdrew its 
summons issued against a sen-
ior advocate for reportedly giv-
ing legal advice in a case, after 
the Supreme Court Advocates 
on Record Association (SCAO-
RA) wrote to the Chief  Justice 
of  India (CJI) for taking note of  
the coercive action.

The agency wrote to senior 
advocate Pratap Venugopal, in-
timating him that the summons 
have been withdrawn with “im-
mediate effect”.

SCAORA president Vipin 
Nair had written to CJI B R Ga-
vai on the “deeply disquieting 
development” having “serious 
ramifications for the independ-
ence of  the legal profession and 
the foundational principle of  
lawyer-client confidentiality”.

“It has come to our notice 
that senior advocate Pratap 
Venugopal, has received on 
June 19, a summons dated June 
18, by ED under Section 50 of  
the Prevention of  Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA) in its inves-
tigation into the Employee 
Stock Option Plan (ESOP) 
granted by M/s Care Health In-
surance Ltd for a purported le-
gal opinion rendered by senior 
advocate Arvind Datar, where-
in Pratap Venugopal, was the 
advocate-on-record, supporting 

the grant of  stock options to 
former Religare enterprises 
chairperson Rashmi Saluja,” 
the letter said.

Venugopal told this newspa-
per the probe agency’s action 
was completely illegal, uncon-
stitutional, unwarranted. “It is 
sad and unfortunate. The ac-
tion of  issuing summons to ad-
vocates is an alarming practice 
besides being wholly contrary 
to the provisions of  Sec 132 of  
the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhini-
yam (BSA) 2023,” he said.

SCAORA said Venugopal is 
“a widely respected member of  
the legal fraternity,” whose pro-
fessional record and sincerity 
led to his designation as a sen-

ior advocate earlier this year.
“These actions, by the ED, we 

believe, amount to an imper-
missible transgression of  the 
sacrosanct lawyer-client privi-
lege,” the letter continues, 
warning that such coercive 
measures could have a chilling 
effect on the legal community.

Requesting the top court to 
act decisively, the association 
urged the court to examine the 
legality and propriety of  such 
summonses to legal profession-
als. “Safeguard the constitu-
tional and professional protec-
tions afforded to advocates. Lay 
down guidelines to prevent fur-
ther erosion of  lawyer-client 
privilege,” it said.

PA R V E Z  S U LTA N  @ New Delhi

THE Ministry of  Road Trans-
port and Highways (MoRTH) 
has constituted an empowered 
committee to develop standards 
and certification systems for 
ropeways and allied compo-
nents. The ‘national framework 
for technical codes, certifica-
tions, commissioning and safe-
ty audits’ of  ropeways to be de-
vised by the committee aims to 
provide a structured approach 
to managing risks, verifying 
adherence to standards and re-
glations, and preventing unto-
ward incidents or failures.   

With the ropeway sector 
growing rapidly, officials said  
it is essential to create an insti-
tutional framework to coordi-
nate technical standards and 
collaboration between state 
and Union territory govern-
ments; focusing primarily on 
ensuring public safety.

The panel – Empowered Com-
mittee for Ropeways Technical 
Evaluation, Certification and 
Safety (EC-Rope-TECS) – will 
be headed by Director General 
(Road Development and Special 
Secretary) and comprise Chief  
Engineer, MoRTH, head of  the 
department of  the bureau of  
Indian standards dealing with 
ropeway systems and allied in-

frastructure, and technical rep-
resentatives from states or UTs 
with significant experience in 
implementation of  ropeway 
systems, as members.  

Three Centre-nominated ex-
perts from institutions of  na-
tional importance with knowl-
edge of  ropeways, four experts 
from the industry with signifi-
cant experience in implementa-
tion and the Commissioner of  

Ropeways Systems Safety will 
also be on the panel.

“Considering the rapidly ex-
panding ropeways sector as a 
means of  transportation and 
mobility and also to coordinate 
the growth of  ropeways, includ-
ing its components such as 
ropes, grips, gondolas, drive sys-
tems, instrumentation systems, 
sensors and automation of  such 
systems, there is a need to estab-

lish an institutional structure 
for the setting and coordination 
of  technical standards, certifi-
cations, processes and audit 
among state and UT govern-
ments with primary focus on 
public safety,” officials said.  

To improve last-mile connec-
tivity in remote and hilly re-
gions, the Centre, in the Budget 
2022, announced the National 
Ropeways Development Pro-
gramme – Parvatmala – under 
the Public-Private Partnership 
(PPP) model. The target was to 
develop over 250 ropeway 
projects covering 1,200 km 
within five years to provide a 
sustainable and efficient alter-
native to conventional road 
transport. The Ministry has al-
ready kicked off  the process for 
preparing comprehensive re-
ports to check scope and feasi-
bility of  the development of  
ropeway projects across states.

According to the Ministry, 
the Commissioner of  Metro 
Railway Safety has been desig-
nated ex-officio as the Commis-
sioner of  Ropeways Systems 
Safety for the safety audits of  
ropeways to be established. 

The panel has also been giv-
en power to invite independent 
experts, including those from 
international institutions to its 
deliberations if  it is required.

A L S O  I N  T O P  C O U R T
2 doctors submit plea 
to CJI over AI171 crash

Two Delhi based doctors have 
moved the Supreme Court by 

writing a letter petition before 
the CJI seeking suo motu 

action and compensation for 
the victims of Ahmedabad 

AI171 crash. In their letter, 
the doctors sought a 

direction to the Centre to 
immediately disburse 

interim compensation 
of `50 lakhs to each 

deceased’s family.

Bulgarian denied bail 
in fake currency case
The Court recently rejected a 
bail plea by Bulgarian national 
Ruslan Petrov Metodiev, 
accused of running a 
counterfeit currency racket in 

the national capital, saying 
such an action eats away 

the vitals of the economy. 
Metodiev was held in 

June 2023, after a raid 
based on allegations 
that he was supplying 
fake Indian currency.

J I T E N D R A  C H O U B E Y  @ New Delhi

UNION Minister for Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate 
Change Bhupendra Yadav on 
Friday proposed the establish-
ment of  a Centre of  Excellence 
dedicated to human-wildlife 
conflict management. The aim 
is to mitigate these conflicts 
and ensure a balance between 
wildlife and communities that 
depend on forest resources.

Yadav stated, “We should find 
amicable solutions through ad-
vanced  technologies, including 
AI, for the management of  hu-
man-wildlife conflict and the 
establishment of  a Centre of  
Excellence at Wildlife Institute 
of  India-Salim Ali Centre for 
Ornithology and Natural His-
tory WII-SACON.” 

Yadav underlined the need 
for periodic awareness cam-
paigns to sensitise, guide, and 
advise the general public on 
human-wildlife conflict.

To address human-wildlife 
conflict, the ministry issued an 
advisory in February 2021, fol-
lowed by guidelines to states 
and Union Territories in June 
2022. The advisory recommends 
coordinated interdepartmental 

action, identification of  con-
flict hotspots, adherence to 
Standard Operating Proce-
dures, and establishment of  
rapid response teams. 

Besides, a committee at the 
state and district levels was 
formed to expedite review of  
the demand for compensation 
or relief  to aggrieved parties.

According to Ministry data 
presented in the Rajya Sabha, 
74 people died due to tiger at-
tacks in 2024, 86 in 2023, and 111 
in 2022. In 2024, Maharashtra 
contributed 57% of  all deaths, 
followed by Uttar Pradesh, 
which was the worst affected by 
tiger and human conflict. Ma-
harashtra has traditionally 
been a centre of  human-tiger 

conflict in the country.
In the case of  human-elephant 

conflict, in 2023-24, the country 
registered 628 human deaths 
due to elephant attacks. Odisha 
contributed 154, followed by 
West Bengal (99), Jharkhand 
(87), and Assam (74).

The Union minister also re-
leased Gharial (Gavialis gange-
ticus) hatchlings in Kartnia-
ghat (UP).  “We are extending a 
renewed impetus to Gharial 
conservation in its historical 
distribution river system by 
both in situ and ex-situ conser-
vation,” said Yadav.

 The Gharial conservation 
project also aims to conserve 
aquatic ecosystems and river 
rejuvenation.

M AYA N K  S I N G H  @ New Delhi

DEFENCE Minister Rajnath 
Singh is scheduled to attend the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
sation Defence Ministers Meet-
ing (SCO-DMM) in Qingdao, 
China. Notably, Singh and Paki-
stan Defence Minister Khwaja 
Asif  will be attending the SCO 
meeting, marking the first such 
occasion since Operation Sin-
door. However, no bilateral 
meeting is planned with Asif.

Coincidentally, Sikkim Gov-
ernor Om Prakash Mathur, on 
Friday, flagged off  the first 
batch of  Kailash Mansarovar 
pilgrims since the 2020 India-
China border standoff  on  
Sikkim. It is seen as a step to 
ameliorate the bilateral situa-
tion. Ten batches plan to visit 
Kailash Mansarovar from 
Nathu la this year. 

Singh is expected to hold bi-
lateral meetings, including 
talks with his Chinese counter-
part Admiral Dong Jun, and 
Russian Defence Minister An-
drei Belousov. 

The Defence Minister last 
met the Admiral at the 11th 
ASEAN Defence Ministers’ 
Meeting-Plus forum in Vien-
tiane, in November last year.

The meeting is expected to 
add to the relationship normal-
isation process between India 
and China which continue to 
jointly deploy more than one 
lakh soldiers with equipment 
and armaments along the  
832-km Eastern Ladakh since 
May 2020. The news was first 
reported by this newspaper.

There has been a disengage-
ment of  troops from multiple 
points, including Depsang 
Plains and Demchok, and talks, 
both military and diplomatic, 
continue to improve the situa-

tion further. India has been 
steadfast in its stance on main-
taining status quo, as it existed 
before May 2020. 

In a sign of  thaw, troops of  the 
Indian Army and Chinese PLA 
disengaged to their designated 
points as per the agreement 
reached by the Corps Command-
ers of  the two sides in October 
2024. That disengagement was 
only for Depsang and Demchok. 
Army sources added that while 
the disengagement has been 
completed, talks will continue 
at local commanders’ level.

1st batch of pilgrims embark on Kailash Mansarovar yatra from Sikkim

India steadfast on restoration of status quo
In October last year, Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi reiterated, 
“We want the situation that existed pre-April 2020 restored, whether 
it’s ground occupation, buffer zones or patrolling. Till that time... the 
situation remains sensitive; we are prepared to face any contingency.”

‘Emerging means of 
sustainable transport’

To coordinate the rapid growth of 
the ropeways sector, including its 
components such as ropes, grips, 

gondolas, and allied systems, 
there is a need to establish an 

institutional structure for setting 
and coordinating technical 

standards, processes and audit 
with focus on safety, officials said.  

‘250 ropeway projects 
strectching 1,200 km’
To improve last-mile connectivity 
in remote and hilly regions, the 
Centre, in the Budget 2022, 
announced National Ropeways 
Development Programme 
‘Parvatmala’ to develop over 250 
ropeway projects strectching 
1,200 km within 5 years to provide 
a sustainable means of transport.

S U C H I T R A  K A LYA N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi

THE Supreme Court on Friday 
asked the Delhi High Court to 
decide within two weeks the 
bail plea of  Dewan Housing Fi-
nance Ltd’s former promoter 
Kapil Wadhawan in the multi-
crore bank fraud case investi-
gated by the CBI.

A two-judge bench of  Justice 
Ujjal Bhuyan and Justice Man-
mohan said Wadhawan was in 
custody since July 2022 and his 
bail plea was coming up for 
hearing on July 18 in the high 
court. The bench asked the 
high court to decide the bail 
plea within two weeks from the 
date of  hearing.

Wadhawan moved the top 
court aggrieved by the orders 
of  adjournment in his bail plea 
by the Delhi High Court and 
sought expeditious disposal of  
his petition. Wadhawan’s coun-
sel, referred to his client’s long 
custody period aside from the 
non-adjudication on his bail 
plea on multiple occasions. Ka-
pil and Dheeraj Wadhawan 
were arrested on July 19, 2022.

‘Need for sensitisation'
�Yadav underlined the need for 
periodic awareness campaigns to 
sensitise public to avert conflict

�A Feb 2021 advisory recommends 
coordinated govt action, hotspot 
identification, adherence to SOPs, 
& seeting up rapid response teams. 

�State, district-level panels to 
expedite review of demands for 
compensation to aggrieved parties

Govt: Examine reliance of students on 
coaching, fairness of entrance exams 

ED withdraws summons to sr lawyer

Empowered panel to draft ropeway standardsGovt to set up centre of excellence to 
mitigate man-animal conflict: Yadav

Rajnath to talk LAC during 
China visit on June 25-26 

HC told to speed 
up bail plea in 
bank fraud case

V I S M AY  B A S U  @ New Delhi

IF the conflict in West Asia per-
sists, India’s foreign exchange 
reserves could face pressure as 
two adverse external dynamics 
converge: a sustained rise in 
Brent crude prices and contin-
ued depreciation of  the rupee.

Brent crude, the benchmark 
for India’s oil imports, has 
climbed in recent weeks, driven 
by escalating tensions between 
Iran and Israel. Fears of  a wid-
er regional conflagration—es-
pecially one that disrupts the 
Strait of  Hormuz, through 
which nearly 20% of  global 
crude flows—have triggered 
speculative surges in global oil 
markets. Although intermit-
tent diplomatic efforts have 
helped temper price spikes, 
Brent remains significantly el-
evated by recent standards.

For India, which relies on im-
ports for over 85% of  its crude 
oil needs, such volatility is par-
ticularly consequential. The 
situation is further compound-
ed by the rupee’s depreciation. 
Between June 2 and 19, the cur-
rency fell from `85.35 to `86.84 
per US dollar—a 1.75% decline. 
While seemingly modest, the 
effect is magnified in the con-
text of  dollar-priced oil. When 
both crude prices and the rupee 
move unfavourably, the impact 
on import bill is considerable. 
Estimates suggest that each `1 
drop in the rupee’s value could 
raise the annual oil import bur-
den by `8,000–10,000 crore, as-

suming stable import volumes 
and crude benchmarks.

These pressures extend be-
yond the external sector. High-
er crude prices typically lead to 
increased fuel costs, which in 
turn raise transport and logis-
tics expenses, pushing up infla-
tion. Although retail fuel prices 
have so far remained un-
changed, public sector 
oil marketing compa-
nies are reportedly ab-
sorbing the excess 
cost—a measure that 
cannot be sustained in-
definitely without weak-
ening their financial health.

“The uncertainties have im-
pacted global crude oil markets, 
with Brent hovering in the 
range of  $73-76 per barrel (bbl) 
over the past week—up from an 
average of  $65 per bbl during 
April-May 2025. While this is 
still lower than the fiscal 2025 
average of  $78 per bbl, any es-

calation of  tensions, say 
through disruption of  energy 
supply chains, could result in a 
further spike in oil prices.

“If  crude oil prices continue 
to be elevated over longer peri-
ods, it could impact India Inc’s 
profits,” said Crisil. “Also, pro-
longed and increasing uncer-

tainties can result in a rise 
in air/sea freight cost 
and insurance premi-
ums for export/import-
based sectors, so will 
bear watching.”

In the face of  these de-
velopments, the Reserve 

Bank of  India has adopted a 
cautious approach. It has inter-
vened in currency markets via 
limited dollar sales to curb ru-
pee volatility, but is also wary 
of  depleting reserves. Simulta-
neously, rising bond yields re-
flect growing fears over infla-
tion and a potential uptick in 
government borrowing.

From a macr-
oeconomic stand-
point, the dual 
challenge of  ele-
vated crude prices 

and a sliding rupee threatens to 
widen the current account defi-
cit, increase financing costs, 
and strain fiscal balances. 
These pressures, if  prolonged, 
could further complicate mon-
etary and fiscal policy choices.

Much hinges on the West 
Asia conflict. A diplomatic 
breakthrough could ease ten-
sions in energy markets and 
help stabilise rupee. Converse-
ly, if  hostilities escalate, India 
may confront a far more turbu-
lent foreign exchange scenario 
in the second half  of  2025.

At present, volatility remains 
a defining feature of  the land-
scape—highlighting the per-
sistent vulnerability of  domes-
tic economic stability to global 
geopolitical fault lines.

CRUDE UP, ` SLIDE MAY HIT ECONOMY
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A sharp rise in Brent crude prices, driven by West Asian tensions, and a weakening 
rupee are straining India’s economy. With over 85% oil dependency, this dual 
shock inflates the import bill, raises inflation risks, and pressures forex reserves. 
The Economy may face tough choices as volatility persists, threatening fiscal 
stability and worsening the current account deficit.
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Mayawati @Mayawati

Like most states, in UP too, govt transfers are sur-
rounded in allegations of corruption and collusion 
...CM must take strict action against such practices

Supriya Shrinate @SupriyaShrinate

89,441 government schools closed since 2014...  
2 crore children from classes 1-8 dropped out of 
school between 2021-2024... Shame on the govt

Piyush Goyal @PiyushGoyal

India on the rise! Since 2014, under the PM Modi  
govt, engineering goods’ exports have surged by  
60%, reflecting robust ‘Make in India’ success.

POSTS
OF THE 
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A total of 20.86 kg of ganja has been recovered from two 
passengers at Kalyan station, on the outskirts of 

Mumbai, the Government Railway Police said on Friday. A 
probe is on to trace the origin of the banned substance.

D R U G  H A U L

IN BIKE COLLISION IN 
UP’S SULTANPURKILLED
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Police to seek Google 
help for traffic updates
What’s worse than being stuck in a 
traffic snarl while heading for work 
or running late for a class? Luckily, 
some relief is in the offing. The 
Ranchi Police is set to have an 
audience with Google India on how 
to keep the public updated about
the latest traffic and road conditions. 
All congestion points, road 
blockades and disturbances will be 
depicted on Google Maps to warn 
the motorists beforehand and avoid 
further snarl-ups. This is not the first 
initiative by cops to ease traffic 
woes. The Ranchi traffic police have 
also issued helpline numbers that 
commuters can call up or message 
to highlight the cause of snarl-ups 
across the city.

Now, cough up `1,000 if 
found smoking in public
Have you non-smokers ever found 
yourself enjoying a pleasant day out 
when the acrid whiff of cigarette 
smoke spoilt your mood? Well, worry 
not. President Droupadi Murmu 
recently gave her assent to an 
amendment Bill passed four years 
ago in the Jharkhand Assembly, 
enhancing the fine for smoking 
cigarettes at a public place from a 
measly `200 to `1,000. The fivefold 
rise in the penalty is likely to deter 
even the most notorious public 
smokers. Notably, just a month 
before the Bill was passed, the state 
Cabinet had also cleared a proposal 
to ban hookah bars. The government 
had clarified that violators would 
face jail or a fine of up to `1 lakh.

JMM likely to go it alone 
in Bihar Assembly polls
Days after the Jharkhand Mukti 
Morcha (JMM) was left out of two 
INDIA bloc meetings held recently to 
discuss seat-sharing for the 
upcoming Bihar Assembly polls, the 
party has decided to go it alone. 
Party spokesperson Supriyo 
Bhattacharya has exuded 
confidence in the JMM’s ability to 
hold its own in the polls and 
stressed that it has its own identity. 
The party has also expressed 
dissatisfaction with the INDI 
alliance’s preparation for the polls, 
which are due later this year. The 
JMM has already identified 12 seats 
where it wants to field its 
candidates in Bihar Assembly polls.

Ahmedabad 29 26
Bhopal 28 23
Jaipur 31 27
Amritsar 36 28
Chennai 37 28
Kolkata 33 28
Srinagar 31 18 

Mumbai 29 27  
Panaji 29 26
Patna 33 28
Lucknow 33 28
Port Blair 28 26
Imphal 29 24
Chandigarh 34 27

INDIA Max MaxMin Min

RANCHI  
DIARY
M U K E S H  R A N J A N

Our correspondent  
in Jharkhand

mukesh.r@newindianexpress.com

M A D H Y A  P R A D E S H

A N U R A A G  S I N G H  @ Bhopal

CYBER fraudsters caused tremendous mental 
trauma and financial loss to an ASHA (accred-
ited social health activist) worker in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Jabalpur district.

In March 2025, Pushpalata Jharia, 36, received 
a call from a foreign VPN number, where the 
caller informed her that she has won a lottery 
prize worth ̀ 10 lakh. To claim the prize, she was 
asked to deposit some money online.

Subsequently, they told Jharia that the person 
tasked with bringing her the lottery prize had 
been arrested, and that even she might face 
shortly. Alarmed, Jharia paid `4 lakh online. On 
April 23, she went to her parents’ home. Two days 
later, she went missing, prompting her family to 
file.a missing person report.

The fraudsters asked her to stage a drama of  
her kidnapping and demanded ̀ 2 lakh as ransom 
on June 1. Her mother filed a habeas corpus peti-
tion in the High Court. On the court’s direction, 
the police recovered her from Greater Noida. De-
spite her release, Jharia continues to be struggle 
with the mental trauma. The search for the  
cyber fraudsters is on.

A N U R A A G  S I N G H  @ Bhopal

THE MP High Court has commuted the death 
penalty of  a 20-year-old tribal man convicted 
of  rape in Khandwa district, reducing his sen-
tence to 25 years of  imprisonment. In 2023, a 
trial court had found him guilty of  raping and 
attempting to murder a 4-year-old girl.

Hearing the petition challenging the April 
2023 Khandwa district’s Protection of  Chil-
dren from Sexual Offence (POCSO) Act court’s 
order rendering the youth death sentence, a 
two-judge bench of  Justices Vivek Agrawal 
and Devnarayan Mishra held that though rap-
ing a four-year-old innocent child and stran-
gling her and throwing her in a deserted place 
is a cruel act, considering the family back-
ground of  the youth, the death sentence is not 
appropriate.  “Hence, the sentence imposed 
upon the appellant for the offence punishable 
under Sections 363, 450, 307, 201 of  the Indian 
Penal Code is affirmed, but his sentence for 
the offence punishable under Sections 6 of  the 
POCSO Act is converted from capital punish-
ment to the rigorous imprisonment of  25 years 
with the fine amount of  `10,000…”

K A U S H I K  P R A D H A N  @ Kolkata

UNION Minister and West Ben-
gal BJP president Sukanta Ma-
jumdar on Friday accused the 
Kolkata Police of resisting him 
from observing ‘Pashchimban-
ga Divas’ by attempting to stop 
a two-wheeler rally led by him 
from reaching Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose’s residence on 
Elgin Road in south Kolkata. 
He added that he was stopped 
while going to meet a doctor in 
the Bhowanipur area.

Both were detained by the po-
lice and taken to Lalbazar, the 
headquarters of  the Kolkata 
Police. Protesting “the repres-
sive behaviour of  the autocrat-
ic Mamata Banerjee Govern-
ment”, demonstrations have 
been called in every district 
centre for two days, starting 
Friday by the state BJP.

Rajat Subhra Banerjee, the 
doctor, had questioned CM 
Mamata Banerjee on the cur-

rent state of  affairs in the state 
at Kellogg College in London 
last year, which, according to 
political observers, had put the 
state government in an awk-
ward situation.

Earlier on Friday, a face-off  
between BJP Yuva Morcha ac-
tivists and the Kolkata Police 
took place in Bhowanipur out-
side the residence of  Jan Sangh 
founding member Dr Shyama 
Prasad Mukherjee.

Dr Majumdar then wrote to 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah about the Kolkata Police’s 
action against BJP workers on 
the way to Elgin Road.

In a post on X, the TMC said, 
“Imaging claiming that all a 
democratically elected woman 
Chief  Minister cares about is 
country liquor. And worse still, 
this wasn’t said by a troll on the 
internet, but by an elected MP, 
a professor, no less.”

E J A Z  K A I S E R  @ Raipur

UNION Home Minister Amit 
Shah will visit Chhattisgarh 
for two days from June 22 to re-
view and strengthen the ongo-
ing anti-Naxal operations in 
the state. Shah is set to hold  
a high-level meeting with sen-
ior officials to assess the 
progress of  security forces, 
said Deputy Chief  Minister Vi-
jay Sharma on Friday.

During his visit, Shah will 
also lay the foundation stone 
for a National Forensic Science 
University (NFSU) campus in 
Naya Raipur. The state govern-
ment has allocated 40 acres of  
land for the `350-400 crore 
project, which will include a fo-
rensic lab built by the state. 
The initiative is aimed at pro-
moting forensic education and 
research in the state, Sharma 
said. Shah will also visit a camp 
of  security forces during his 
trip, the deputy CM added.

The anti-Naxalite operations 
in the state have yielded signifi-
cant results, with 32 of  the 45 
central committee members of  
the banned group eliminated in 
various encounters, said senior 
officials. Shah has repeatedly 
declared that the government 
is committed to eradicate Nax-
alism by March, 2026.

Meanwhile, a woman Maoist 
was killed in an encounter with 
security forces in Kanker.

K A U S H I K  P R A D H A N  @ Kolkata

THE Calcutta High Court on 
Friday ordered an interim stay 
till September 26 on the West 
Bengal government’ s financial 
scheme to provide interim re-
lief  for Group C & D non-teach-
ing state-aided school employ-
ees who had lost their jobs 
following the Supreme Court 
order on April 3.

The stay by Justice Amrita 
Sinha is in place till September 
26 or until further orders.  Ear-
lier, the Mamata Banerjee gov-
ernment had issued a notifica-
tion providing a monthly 
honorarium of  `25,000 and 
`20,000 to the approximately 
5,000 employees. The petition-
ers in the case, the waitlisted 
candidates, had filed a petition 
in the High Court, urging a stay 
on the government’s relief  
scheme, arguing that it “frus-
trated” the SC order. Reacting 
to the High Court order, the Tri-
namool Congress attacked the 
opposition parties and de-
scribed them as “real enemies 
of  the people of  Bengal”.

Party spokesperson Kunal 
Ghosh said, “The Bangla-Biro-
dhi brigade (anti-Bengal bri-
gade) ran to the Calcutta High 
Court and got it struck down. 
They won’t help the people, and 
they won’t let anyone else help 

either.” Opposition chief  whip 
in the Assembly and BJP MLA 
Sankar Ghosh said, “I think 
this High Court order is anoth-
er slap in the face to the state 
government. However, there is 
also room for sympathy for peo-
ple who lost their jobs.”

While hearing the matter last 
week, Justice Sinha had asked 
advocate general Kishore Dat-
ta, “What work will they do 
against the interim relief ? Will
they just stay at home and get 
it?” Datta replied that the in-
terim relief  was granted as 
“livelihood support” and “so-
cial security” for the sudden 
loss of  livelihood.

Apparently not satisfied with 
his reply, Justice Sinha had 
said, “But you are not giving 
such support to the unemployed 
candidates.”

R A M A S H A N K A R  @ Patna

PM Narendra Modi on Friday 
launched a scathing attack on 
the opposition RJD and its ally 
Congress, blaming “mafia raj, 
goonda raj and corruption” for 
the state’s backwardness when 
they were in power.

Addressing a rally in Siwan 
district, Modi said that “pov-
erty, migration and corruption” 
had become the hallmark of  
the RJD-Congress regime, add-
ing that the NDA led by Chief  
Minister Nitish Kumar put the 
state back on track.

He said the ‘licensed raj’ of  
Congress did not enable Bihar 
to escape poverty, despite popu-
list slogans like ‘Garibi Hatao’. 
Deprived sections of  the socie-
ty, mostly Dalits, Mahadalits, 
Other Backward Classes 
(OBCs) and Extremely Back-
ward Classes (EBCs) suffered 
the most, he said. 

“It’s a matter of  satisfaction 
that 25 crore Indians moved out 
of  poverty in the last 11 years. 
The feat has garnered acclaim 
from institutions such as the 
World Bank. We believe in ‘Sab-
ka Saath, Sabka Vikas’ while 
they (Opposition) believe in 
‘Parivar Ka Saath, Parivar Ka 
Vikas’,” he remarked.

He cautioned people against 
attempts of  the RJD-Congress 
combine to push the state back 
to the dark era. “You have to be 
alert for the bright future of  
your children. Those who were 
ready to put the brakes on the 
state’s development journey 
must be kept at bay, he said.

“Prosperous Bihar is impor-
tant for prosperous India,” PM 
Modi said, adding that Bihar 
would become a big centre of  
the Centre’s ‘Make in India’ ini-
tiative. Earlier, Modi flagged 
off  the state-of-the-art locomo-
tive from Marhowra Plant, des-
tined for export to the Republic 
of  Guinea. He also laid the 
foundation stones for multiple 
development projects worth 
`5,200 crore.

P R A S A N TA  M A Z U M D A R  @ Guwahati

TENSIONS prevailed in parts 
of  Manipur’s Bishnupur and 
Churachandpur districts  
on Friday, a day after a Meitei 
farmer was shot at and injured 
by an unknown armed miscre-
ant and a Kuki woman died  
in crossfire.

Ningthoujam Biren, the 
farmer from Phubala area of  
Bishnupur district, was shot at 
while working in his paddy 
field along with two other  
far mers. Security forces 
launched a search operation in 
and around Langchingmanbi, 
Heichanglok and the western 
areas of  Phubala. “During the 
operation, security forces came 
under fire from unknown 
armed miscreants and the forc-
es retaliated. One woman from 
Langchingmanbi  vi l lage  
(of  Churachandpur) was found 
dead with a bullet injury,” po-
lice said. Bishnupur, which is a 
Meitei-majority district,  
adjoins the Kuki-majority 
Churachandpur.

Locals on Thursday blocked 
a highway in Bishnupur 
against the attack on the farm-
er and threatened to enforce a 
shutdown from Friday. A team 
of  senior police officials visited 
Phubala on Friday and held a 
meeting with community lead-
ers who expressed concerns 
over the farmers’ safety.

F AYA Z  W A N I  @ Srinagar

JAMMU and Kashmir Chief  
Minister Omar Abdullah on 
Friday opposed a proposal to 
divert surplus water from 
three Western rivers of  the In-
dus system in J&K to Punjab 
after the suspension of  the  
Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) 
with Pakistan. 

“Nobody will take our wa-
ter. I will not permit it. First, 
let us use our water for our-
selves, and then we will talk of  
others,” Abdullah asserted. 

He was responding to a 
question regarding a 113-km 
canal proposed for redirecting 
surplus water from the  
three rivers of  the Indus Sys-
tem in Jammu and Kashmir 
— Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab 
— to Punjab,  Haryana,  
and Rajasthan.

“There is drought in Jam-
mu, and taps are running dry 
there. Why should I send wa-
ter to Punjab, which already 
has three (Eastern) rivers un-
der IWT? Did Punjab give us 
water then,” Omar countered.
He said J&K was yearning for 
water when the multipurpose 
project and Shahpur Kandi 
barrage was started. “They 
made us cry for so many years. 
After a lot of  fighting, some 
work was done on Shahpur 
Kandi (Barrage),” he said.As-
serting that he won’t release 

water to Punjab,  Omar  
said, “As of  now, this water is 
for us, and we will use it for 
ourselves and then decide 
about others.”

Asked how J&K was going 
to use the surplus water from 
Western River waters, he an-

nounced, “We would start 
work on Tulbul Navigation 
Barrage project in north Kash-
mir again and will also divert 
water from Chenab river from 
Akhnoor to Jammu”.

The Wullar barrage project 
is a navigation lock-cum-con-
trol structure located at the 
outlet of  Wular Lake in north 
Kashmir. It was designed to  
facilitate navigation on the 
Jhelum River during the  
lean winter months.

Union Power Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar, during 
his visit to Srinagar, last week, 
stated that the Wular Barrage 
project, work on which was 
suspended in 1987 due to Paki-
stan’s objections under the 
IWT, would be revived soon.

India put the IWT in abey-
ance after the April 22 Pahal-
gam terror attack in which 26 
civilians were killed.

Under the 1960 treaty, the 
eastern rivers of  Ravi, Beas 
and Sutlej were given to India, 
and the western rivers of  the 
Indus, Jhelum and Chenab 
were given to Pakistan, with 
India permitted limited and 
non-consumptive use.

Jammu and Kashmir has 
been the sufferer due to the 
IWT, as no large dams could be 
constructed to store water, and 
the region could only irrigate 
up to 13 lakh acres of  agricul-
tural land.

H A R P R E E T  B A J W A  @ Chandigarh

JAMMU and Kashmir Chief  
Minister Omar Abdullah 
sparked political controversy 
on Friday by opposing the flow 
of  water from the three rivers 
of  the Indus system to Punjab, 
reminding the neighbouring 
state of  how it had “maltreat-
ed” J&K in the past.

Reacting to Abdullah’s state-
ment that “we will not give wa-
ter from the Indus River to 
Punjab,” the state’s main po-
litical parties, Aam Aadmi 
Party, Congress and Shiromani 
Akali Dal, charged him with 
politicising the water issue.

They dropped the ball in the 
Centre’s court, arguing that 
since it had put the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty in abeyance after 
the Pahalgam attack, it should 
take responsibility for appro-
priately distributing the re-
maining water and give Punjab 
its rightful share.

AAP Punjab spokesperson 
Neel Garg reminded Abdullah 
he cannot take a unilateral de-
cision on this matter.

Garg pointed out that, like 
Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab 
is also a border state, and 
whenever conflict occurs, Pun-
jab, too, becomes a battle-
ground. He said when the 
country needs food grains, it 
becomes the granary of  the na-
tion, adding that Punjab has a 

legitimate claim over the addi-
tional water now available to 
bring relief  to the state’s bar-
ren lands and boost agricultur-
al output.

Chief  Minister Bhagwant 
Mann had previously stated 
that Punjab should receive a 

share of  the water that is  
being prevented from flowing 
to Pakistan; Garg added that 
the Centre must consider the 
state’s case.

Punjab Congress president 
Amarinder Singh Raja War-
ring also criticised Abdullah’s 
statement that he would not al-
low water from three rivers  
in Jammu and Kashmir to  
flow to the states of  Punjab,  
Haryana, and Rajasthan.

Warring said it was unbe-
coming of  the chief  minister 
to make such remarks when 
canals were being proposed to 
save the water from going  
to Pakistan.

“Where will you send the wa-
ter, and where will you divert 
the canals?” he asked Abdul-
lah, pointing out that Punjab 
would be the natural course  
of  flow for the canals.

The Shiromani Akali Dal 
(SAD) expressed surprise at 
Omar Abdullah’s statement. 
He urged the Centre to rectify 
the historic injustice commit-
ted by the then-Indira Gandhi 
government in the distribution 
of  water from the Indus Water 
Basin. Former Cabinet minis-
ter and senior party leader  
Dr Daljit Singh Cheema said 
that the Gandhi government  
at that time allocated a consid-
erable share of  river waters  
to the non-riparian state of  
Rajasthan.

 Let us use our water ourselves first, says Chief Minister  Remark causes huge uproar as leaders cutting across party lines criticise 

Did odd 
jobs
After 

disappearing, 
she wandered 
from Jabalpur 

to Mumbai, 
then Surat and 
finally to Delhi, 

where she did 
odd jobs.

Scarred  
for life

Her mental 
condition has 
been hit hard. 
She still feels 

that the 
culprits will 
give her the 
reward and 

that they are 
innocent.

25-yr RI & 
`10K fine
His sentence 

has been 
converted from 

capital 
punishment to 

an RI of 25 
years with a 

fine of 
`10,000.

‘Sentence 
not apt’

The court said 
though raping 

a girl is cruel, 
considering 

the family 
background of 
the youth, the 

death 
sentence is not 

appropriate.

Abdullah politicising 
water issue, says parties
Punjab’s main political parties, 
AAP, Congress and Shiromani
Akali Dal, charged Abdullah with 
politicising the water issue. They 
dropped the ball in the Centre’s 
court, arguing that since it had 
put the Indus Waters Treaty in 
abeyance after the Pahalgam 
attack, it should take 
responsibility for appropriately 
distributing the remaining water 
and give Punjab its rightful share.

‘Will start work on Tulbul 
Navigation project’
Asserting that he won’t release 
water to Punjab, Omar said, “As 
of now, this water is for us, and 
we will use it for ourselves and 
then decide about others.” Asked 
how J&K was going to use the 
surplus water from Western River 
waters, he announced, “We would 
start work on Tulbul Navigation 
Barrage project in north Kashmir 
again and will also divert water 
from Chenab river from Akhnoor 
to Jammu”.

ASHA worker duped with 
lottery win, loses money

POCSO-accused tribal 
youth gets HC reprieve

Majumdar accuses Kolkata Police of 
trying to stop him from holding rally

HC orders stay on Bengal 
govt’s stipend for school 
employees sacked by SC

PM says RJD, Cong 
to blame for sorry 
state of Bihar affairs

Shah to sharpen 
anti-Maoist ops 
plans in C’garh

Manipur tense 
after violence 
erupts in state

Omar: Won’t spare surplus 
water from J&K to Punjab... 

... meanwhile, Punjab asks 
what about ‘rightful’ dues
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Israel and Iran 
trade strikes 
amid diplomacy
JERUSALEM

EUROPEAN powers began talks with Iran in Geneva on 
Friday, talking of  a window of  opportunity for a diplomatic 
solution while the United States weighs whether to join its 
ally Israel’s bombing campaign.

Israel came under renewed Iranian missile fire after car-
rying out dozens of  strikes overnight on targets, including a 
suspected nuclear research centre.  Top European diplomats 
opened talks with Iranian Foreign Minister Abas Araghchi 
in Geneva, saying they wanted to offer  a “diplomatic solu-
tion” to the war, now on its eighth day.

Ahead of  the talks, French President Emmanuel Macron 
said it was “essential to 
prioritise” a return to ne-
gotiations, and said Euro-
pean powers would offer 
I r a n  a  “ d i p l o m a t i c 
solution”.  

Israel’s military said on 
Friday it struck missile
launchers in its latest at-
tack on Iran.

 In Israel, sirens sound-
ed in the afternoon after 
missiles were launched 

from Iran for the second time on Friday, and rescuers re-
ported two wounded, including a 16-year-old in serious 
condition. 

At least 25 people have been killed in Israel since the war 
began, according to Israeli authorities. Iran said Sunday that 
Israeli strikes had killed at least 224 people, including mili-
tary commanders, nuclear scientists and civilians.

 Authorities have not issued an updated toll since. In Israel, 
the paramedic service Magen David Adom, or MDA, said 
Iranian missiles struck a residential area in southern Israel 
causing damage to buildings, one six-story building.   Resi-
dential areas in both countries have suffered, Israel and Iran 
have traded accusations of  targeting civilians. AP/AFP

Israeli military kill 60,  
half near aid centres

GAZA CITY

Gaza’s civil defence 
agency said 31 Palestin-
ian aid seekers were 
among at least 60 people 
killed Friday by Israeli 
forces, the latest in a 
string of  deadly inci-
dents near aid distribu-
tion sites. Civil defence 
spokesman Mahmud 
Bassal told AFP that five 
people were killed while 
waiting for aid in the 
southern Gaza Strip and 
26 others near a central 
a r e a ,  a n  I s r a e l i -
controlled.       

The Israeli army told 
AFP that its troops in 
the Netzarim area had 

first fired “warning shots” at “suspects” When the indi-
viduals continued advancing, “an aircraft struck and elimi-
nated the suspects in order to remove the threat,” the army 
said. In Bassal said 14 people were killed in two separate 
strikes in and around the city of  Deir el-Balah, 13 others in
three Israeli air strikes in the Gaza City area.  AFP

Don to decide whether 
to join war in 2 weeks
BEERSHEBA

PRESIDENT Donald Trump said Thursday he will de-
cide within two weeks whether the US military will get 
directly involved in the conflict between Israel and 
Iran given the “substantial chance” for renewed nego-
tiations over Tehran’s nuclear programme, as the two 
sides attacked one another for a seventh day. 

Trump has been weighing whether to attack Iran by 
striking its well-defended Fordo uranium enrichment 
facility, which is buried under a mountain and widely 
considered to be out of  reach of  all but America’s “bun-
ker-buster” bombs.  

Earlier in the day, Israel’s defense minister threatened 
Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei after 
Iranian missiles crashed into a major hospital in south-
ern Israel and hit residential buildings. The US issued 
new Iran-related sanctions Friday, taking aim at the pro-
curement of  machinery for the country’s defense . AP

(Left) members of the UN Security Council  holding an emergency session to 
address the escalating conflict between Israel and Iran; amd Israel’s Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu visits the site of the Weizmann Institute of 
Science, which was hit by an Iranian missile barrage, in Rehovot |  AFP

55,768
TOLL SO FAR

Activists damage  
UK airbase planes
LONDON:  British police are 
searching for suspects and 
the military is reviewing 
security arrangements after 
pro-Palestinian activists 
broke into a Royal Air Force 
Base and damaged two 
planes with red paint. Two 
members entered RAF Brize 
Norton on Wednesday and 
used electric scooters to 
approach the Voyager jets.
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Market  
Watch

MARKET
Sensex 82,408.17

Nifty 25,112.40

1,046.3

319.15

FOREX
Dollar     86.61

Euro     99.75

GOLD
24 carat (10 gm) H1,00,635

22 carat (10 gm)    H92,250

H580

H550

SILVER
1 kg   H1,10,000

10 gm   H1,100

H2,000

H20

A S I A N O M I C S

J A PA N
 BOJ TO KEEP RAISING RATES IF ECONOMY IMPROVES

Bank of Japan Governor Kazuo Ueda on Friday said the central bank 
will  continue to raise interest rates if  there are improvements in the 

economy and the country achieves its 2% inflation target. Underlying 
inflation may stagnate due to a slowdown in economic growth, but 

l ikely to accelerate thereafter as intensifying labour shortages height-
en medium- to long-term inflation expectations, Ueda said in a speech. 

BOJ policymakers agreed on the need to keep raising still-low interest 
rates, but some saw the need to pause for the time being due to uncer-

tainty over US trade policy, minutes of their  April  30-May 1 policy 
meeting stated. At the meeting, the BOJ kept interest rates steady at 

0.5% but sharply cut its growth and inflation forecasts due to the 
expected hit on Japan’s economy from higher US tariffs. 

V I E T N A M 
Q2 GDP GROWTH ESTIMATED AT 7.6%, DEPUTY PM SAYS

The gross domestic product of Vietnam is expected to have grown 7.6% in 
the second quarter from a year earlier, Deputy Prime Minister Nguyen Hoa 
Binh told parliament on Friday. Binh said annual growth for the first half 

is estimated at 7.3%, adding it  would be a “big challenge” to reach this 
year ’s growth target of 8%. He said Vietnam is seeking to maintain har-

monious trade relations with the United States and China, its two largest 
trading partners. Vietnam has been holding negotiations with the US to 
strike a deal that would allow Vietnamese goods to avoid a 46% tariff 

rate, imposed largely as a result of its big trade surplus with Washington. 
Vietnam is doing its best to avoid the US’ 46% reciprocal tariffs on its 
products, Binh said. To meet this year ’s GDP target, Vietnam has been 

seeking to “renew” its existing growth drivers, including exports, manu-
facturing, public investment and foreign direct investment, Binh said.

P H I L I P P I N E S 
CUTS POLICY RATE BY 25 BPS AS INFLATION EASES

 The Philippines central bank has reduced its key policy rate by 25 basis 
points to 5.25% during its monetary policy meeting, citing a more mod-

erate inflation outlook. Corresponding rates for the overnight deposit 
and lending facilities were also adjusted to 4.75% and 5.75%, respec-

tively. The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) noted that inflation fore-
casts for 2025 have been revised downward from 2.4% to 1.6%, while 
projections for 2026 and 2027 were slightly adjusted upward to 3.4% 
and 3.3%, respectively. Despite emerging inflationary pressures from 

potential hikes in oil  prices and electricity rates inflation expectations 
remain firmly anchored, BSP said in a release. The Monetary Board 

highlighted signs of a global economic slowdown, driven by uncertain-
ties in US trade policy and tensions in the Middle East, as key reasons 

for its more accommodative stance.

West Asia crisis: India braces for ripple effects
R A K E S H  K U M A R  @ New Delhi

THE ongoing conflict between 
Israel and Iran, if  further es-
calated, could significantly 
impact not only India’s oil sec-
tor but also broader trade with 
both nations. 

While India’s direct trade 
with Israel and Iran is rela-
tively small — accounting for 
less than 1% of  its total trade 
in the last fiscal year -- some 
key sectors may be impacted. 
It could particularly affect ex-
ports such as basmati rice, fer-
tilisers and diamonds (both 
cut and polished), says a re-
port by rating agency Crisil.

The military escalation be-
tween the two countries has 
already contributed to volatil-
ity in global crude oil markets. 
If  crude oil prices remain ele-
vated over a longer period, In-
dia Inc.’s profitability may 
take a hit, says Crisil.

Prolonged uncertainty could 
drive up air and sea freight 
costs, as well as insurance pre-
miums for trade-dependent 
sectors. India’s major export 
to Iran is basmati rice, while 
trade with Israel is more di-
versified — covering fertilis-
ers, diamonds, and electrical 
equipment. In FY25, Iran and 

Israel together accounted for 
roughly 14% of  India’s total 
basmati rice exports.

India’s exports to Israel to-
taled just over $2 billion in 
FY25, while exports to Iran 
were nearly $1.2 billion. Ex-
ports to Israel, which has seen 
continuous tensions since Ha-
mas attack on Gaza strip on 7 
October 2023. 

Exports to Israel already 
plummeted by half  in FY25 
due to internal strife. Exports 
to Iran in FY25 remained flat 
with 1.22% growth, but if  the 
current situation prolongs, 
trade with the country may 
s u f f e r  f u r t h e r.   I n d i a  
exports rice, organic chemi-

cals, precious metals and ma-
chinery and mechanical 
appliances.

The commerce ministry of-
ficials earlier said issues at the 
Strait of  Hormuz and Red Sea 
could impact trade. “…if  the 
conflict gets prolonged, there 
are implications for trade. To 
what extent those implications 
would be for India, that we are 
in constant touch with our ex-
porters, and we are holding 
meetings with the stakehold-
ers,” said a commerce minis-
try official.

Crisil says for India’s dia-
mond polishing industry, Is-
rael functions primarily as a 
trading hub, contributing 

around 4% of  total diamond 
exports last fiscal. About 2% 
of  India’s rough diamond im-
ports also came from Israel.

However, the industry has 
a l t e r n a t ive  h u b s  s u c h  
as Belgium and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), and  
key buyers in the United States 
a n d  E u r o p e ,  o f f e r i n g  
resilience against potential 
disruptions. Israel is also  
a significant global producer 
of  muriate of  potash (MoP), 
contributing about 7% of  In-
dia’s MoP imports in the last 
fiscal year.

Aviation companies may 
face cost pressures as jet fuel 
accounts for 35–40% of  their 

operating expenses. 
Route  diversions  and  

airspace restrictions due to  
regional tensions could fur-
ther inflate fuel consumption 
and costs. Brent crude futures 
are hovering around $77 a  
barrel from below $70 a  
month ago.

Rising global crude prices 
are also likely to affect India’s 
petrochemical sector, as the 
cost of  ethylene — a key in-
put—will increase. Down-
stream industries such as 
paints, tyres, adhesives, ship-
ping, and specialty chemicals 
may also face margin pressure 
due to higher raw material 
and energy costs.

It could affect exports such as basmati rice, fertilisers and diamonds (both cut and polished), says Crisil report

RATE CUTS PART OF 
RBI EFFORT TO PROP 
UP GROWTH: MPC
E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ Mumbai

THE 50 bps repo rate cut and 100 
bps reduction in cash reserve 
ratio announced on June 6 are 
part of  the Reserve Bank’s ef-
fort at propping growth that has 
lost some momentum due to the 
ongoing trade war and aided by 
the six-member panel’s unani-
mous benign outlook on infla-
tion on falling food prices and 
forecast for a normal monsoon 
season, show the minutes of  
June 4-6 MPC meeting re-
leased by RBI on Friday.

The 50 bps rate cut 
was the only time it did 
in recent years after 
the 75 bps reduction in 
May 2020 During Covid 
pandemic. During the 
time, CRR was slashed to 3%. 
The current package is aimed 
at offering stability and to aid 
growth in near term. The MPC 
changed the stance to neutral 
from accommodative, an-
nounced in the April policy.

The jumbo rate cut came after 
two successive rate cuts of  25 
bps each in February and April. 
The MPC changed stance to neu-
tral. “This measure will provide 
some certainty in the times of  
uncertainty and is expected to 

support growth,” said governor 
Sanjay Malhotra. Since the past 
three reviews, the rates are 
down a full 100 bps. Inflation has 
cooled faster than expected, with 
the April consumer price index 
print falling to a near six-year
low of  3.2% allowing the RBI 
space to act. The May CPI print 
has fallen to a 76-month low of  
2.82% is another reason for 
cheering the RBI forecast.

While headline inflation is 
likely to undershoot the RBI’s 

4% target and average 
3.7% in FY26 — reduc-
tion from 4% earlier, 
growth remains below 
the inspirational levels 
— a reason why the 

MPC has not changed its 
GDP forecast for the year.

“While growth remains steady, 
it is lower than our aspirations,” 
Malhotra said. GDP grew 6.5% 
in FY25, with a 7.4% showing in 
March quarter. “Since April pol-
icy, data point to more than an-
ticipated softening of  inflation. 
The RBI’s anti-inflationary poli-
cy stance in last two years, sup-
ply side measures by the govern-
ment and a good agricultural 
season seem to have helped gain 
control over inflation,” said 
member Rajiv Ranjan.

A R S H A D  K H A N  @ New Delhi

AIR INDIA has seen a sharp de-
cline in bookings for domestic 
and international flights after 
last week’s crash in Ahmeda-
bad. The airline’s airfares have 
also moderated and a noticea-
ble section of  passengers have 
cancelled their bookings, espe-
cially on international routes.  

Ravi Gosain, President of  In-
dian Operators of  Tour Opera-
tors (IATO), said while the ex-
act percentage varies by route, 
their estimates indicate a dip of  
18–22% on international book-
ings and a 10–12% fall domesti-
cally in the immediate after-
math. He added his appears to 
be a short-term sentiment-driv-
en reaction, as confidence typi-
cally stabilises over time.

Gosain said there has been a 
moderate adjustment in fares 
across key Air India routes. On 
average, ticket prices have re-
duced by 8–12% on domestic 
sectors where the airline com-
petes directly with low-cost car-
riers like IndiGo and Akasa. 

“On international route, es-
pecially to Europe and South-
east Asia, fares have seen a 

drop of  10–15%, depending on 
route occupancy and competi-
tion. These cuts are mix of  pro-
motional strategies and yield 
correction due to lowered de-
mand,” he stated.  A senior ex-
ecutive at an online travel agen-
cy confirmed that passengers 
are opting for alternative carri-
ers after the accident. 

“The Ahmedabad crash and 
a spate of  ongoing technical 
glitches reported with Air In-
dia flights having an impact 
on passenger sentiments,” the 
executive said requesting an-

onymity. Comment sought 
from Air India on IATO’s esti-
mates was not answered. Gos-
ain said they have seen a no-
ticeable rise in Air India flight 
cancellations. 

“The rise in cancellations 
ranges 15–18% internationally, 
and 8–10% domestically over 
past week. This trend may nor-
malise in the coming days as no 
systemic safety issue has been 
reported and authorities like 
DGCA reaffirm Air India’s 
compliance with international 
safety standards,” he stated.  

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ New Delhi

AMID reports that Indian mon-
ey stashed in Swiss banks has 
tripled in 2024 to `38,000 crore, 
the government has said it is 
keeping a close eye on possible 
cases of  tax evasion as it re-
ceives information about for-
eign assets and income being 
maintained in Switzerland, 
through different mechanisms 
of  exchange of  information.

In a statement issued on Fri-
day, finance ministry said India 
receives information about 
such foreign accounts and as-
sets from 100+ tax jurisdictions, 
including Switzerland. It said 
Switzerland has been provid-
ing annual financial informa-
tion about Indian residents 
since 2018 under the automatic 
exchange of  infor mation 
(AEOI) framework. The first 
data transmission to Indian au-
thorities occurred in Septem-
ber 2019, and the exchange has 
continued regularly since then, 
covering even those accounts 

suspected of  involvement in fi-
nancial irregularities. As per a 
Swiss National Bank report, 
money parked by Indian in 
Swiss banks more than tripled 
in 2024, reaching 3.54 billion 
Swiss francs, or `37,600 crore.

Elaborating the mechanism 
to check tax evasion, the minis-
try has said the tax department 

regularly undertakes a system-
atic review of  data so received 
and identifies taxpayers, whose 
cases require further verifica-
tion. “Such verification is car-
ried out via different modes, 
including search and survey 
actions, open enquiries, etc,” it 
said. It said for assessment year 
2024-25, the tax department 
compared the data shared un-
der AEOI with the information 
about foreign assets and in-
come filed in the ITRs by the 
taxpayers, for the purpose of  
verification. The department 
sends SMS and emails to tax-
payers with a request to review 
their ITRs, where foreign as-
sets and income were not re-
ported in the appropriate 
Schedules of  ITR.

As per the ministry,  the ini-
tiative has resulted in substan-
tial growth of  taxpayers report-
ing foreign assets and income 
in ITR for AY 2024-25. About 
2.31 lakh taxpayers have report-
ed their foreign assets and in-
come in AY 2024-25.

B E N N  K O C H U V E E D A N  @ Mumbai

HDB Financial Services, the 
retail-focused non-banking 
lender promoted by HDFC 
Bank, on Friday fixed price 
band at `700-740 per share — 
nearly 35% discount to the pre-
vailing grey market price 
(GMP). The ̀ 12,500 crore initial 
public offering (IPO) will be 
opening next Wednesday.

At the upper-end of  the price 
band, the company will be val-
ued at $7.5 billion, while the 
grey market valuation is $10.5 
billion. The mega issue, which 
is the largest from the NBFC

space, comprises ̀ 2,500 crore of  
fresh issue of  shares of  ̀ 10 face 
value and `10,000 crore in offer 
for sale by parent HDFC Bank, 
currently owns 94.3% of  the 
company. The remaining 
5.7% shares are held by 
the employees trust and 
employees via Esops, 
chief  financial officer 
Jaykumar Shah told 
TNIE on the sidelines of  
the press meet announcing 
the issue.

The bank will continue to 
hold 75% of  the equity of  the 
company that has been growing 
at a faster clip since its found-

ing in 2008, Shah said. In FY25,
its loan book, 73% of  which are
secured, crossed `1 lakh crore 
mark from which it earned a
net income of  `2,180 crore, up 

29% over the previous fis-
cal. Its asset quality is a 
concern with the gross 
bad loans printing in at 
2.3% for the year and 
net NPAs at 1% of  as-

sets. The bank announced 
its intent to take the com-

pany public last October, main-
ly to meet the RBI mandate of  
October 2022 that demands 
large/upper layer NBFCs to go 
public by September 2025. 

AI sees booking slump, fare 
cuts after Ahmedabad crash

As Indian money in Swiss banks tripled 
in 2024,  govt says keeping close watch

HDB Financial fixes IPO price band  
at `700-740,  35% discount to GMP

Sensex surges 
1,000 pts amid 
hopes of Israel, 
Iran de-escalation

TCS’ new auto  
delivery centres 
in Germany

Biocon raises 
`4,500 crore 
through QIP

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ New Delhi

BREAKING a three-day losing 
streak, domestic equity market 
rallied sharply on Friday amid 
reports of  easing tensions be-
tween Iran and Israel. 

The benchmark BSE Sensex 
jumped 1.29% (1,046.3 points) 
to close at 82,408, while the 
NSE Nifty50 rose 1.29% (319.15 
points) to settle at 25,112. The 
surge was further bolstered by 
strong buying from institu-
tional investors, providing 
much-needed support to the 
market rebound.

“The national equity indices 
surged as Middle East tension 
moderated with risk of  imme-
diate military actions reduced 
as US dialogue with Iran is ex-
pected to take place. The devel-
opment led the crude price to 
correct, favouring domestic 
markets and boosting foreign 
investors’ sentiments,” said 
Vinod Nair, Head of  Research, 
Geojit Investments Limited. 

The White House has said 
that United States President 
Donald Trump will decide on 
whether his country will join 
the Israel-Iran conflict in the 
next two weeks. White House 
press secretary hinted that 
there’s a substantial chance of  
negotiations that may or may 
not take place with Iran in the 
near future.

Iran and Israel, two of  the 
Middle East’s most powerful na-
tions, have been engaged in es-
calating hostilities for over a 
week. Experts warn that a full-
scale war, especially with poten-
tial US involvement, could trig-
ger a severe economic crisis in 
the region, including a sharp 
spike in oil prices. For India, 
higher crude prices from cur-
rent levels would stoke infla-
tion, hurt corporate earnings, 
and potentially delay interest 
rate cuts. All these are big nega-
tives for the local stock market. 

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ Bengaluru

IT services company Tata Con-
sultancy Services (TCS) has set 
up two automotive delivery 
centres in Germany - Munich 
and Villingen-Schwenningen 
as well as an engineering cen-
tre in Romania. These hubs 
will help TCS’ global automo-
tive clients accelerate their 
transition to next-gen mobility 
solutions.This expansion 
comes in the evolving Software-
Defined Vehicles (SDV) space.

IT firms are focusing on auto-
motive industry as they are see-
ing huge potential in manufac-
turing vertical. As per Deloitte, 
the software-defined vehicles 
market is estimated to create 
$400-$600 billion value by 2030. 
In FY25, the company’s manu-
facturing vertical revenue stood 
at `25,170 crore as against 
`23,491 crore in FY24. In its an-
nual report 2025, it said for a cli-
ent, the company implemented 
a direct-to-consumer digital so-
lution for automotive industry, 
allowing a seamless omnichan-
nel presence and customised 
vehicle ownership experience.

TCS’ presence in Europe en-
hances its position in global au-
tomotive value chain. With a 
presence in the region for over 
45 years, TCS Europe has 15,000 
employees. The delivery cen-
tres in Germany will support 
automakers in developing and 
deploying TCS’ software-driven 
services that cater to autono-
mous driving, infotainment, 
safety systems, and connected 
vehicle technologies.

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ Bengaluru

BIOPHARMACEUTICAL com-
pany Biocon on Friday an-
nounced that it raised `4,500 
crore via qualified institutions 
placement (QIP) by issuing 
13.63 crore equity shares at is-
sue price of  ̀ 330 apiece. This is 
first equity fundraise done by 
Biocon since its IPO in 2004.

The proceeds from QIP will be 
utilised for purchase of  out-
standing optionally convertible 
debentures issued by Biocon 
Biologics, from Goldman Sachs 
India AIF Scheme - 1 and Gold-
man Sachs India Alternative In-
vestment Trust AIF Scheme. 
The proceeds will be utilised for 
repayment, pre-payment or re-
demption and for general corpo-
rate purposes. The QIP, opened 
on June 16 and closed on June 
19, 2025, saw robust investor in-
terest from a diverse group of  
domestic and global investors. 
Siddharth Mittal, CEO and MD, 
Biocon, said, “Strong response 
to our QIP reflects investor con-
viction in Biocon’s differentiat-
ed strategy and consistent exe-
cution.” “This capital raise 
strengthens our balance sheet, 
enabling us to invest in innova-
tion, expand global access to bi-
opharmaceuticals, and advance 
our purpose of  delivering af-
fordable healthcare solutions 
that address health inequities 
worldwide,” Mittal added.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Ola’s Krutrim acquires  
BharatSah’AI’yak 

BENGALURU: AI unicorn Krutrim, 
part of Ola group, has acquired 

BharatSah’AI’yak, an AI-powered 
platform developed by Samagra. 

With this acquisition, Bhavish 
Aggarwal-led AI start-up will 

leverage its own advanced Large 
Language Models (LLMs), cloud 

infra and agentic platform 
powering Kruti, an agentic AI 

assistant. Samagra  has been 
instrumental in rapid deployment 

of AI solutions in government 
initiatives across education, 
agriculture, and governance. 

Krutrim has onboarded 
Samagra’s core AI team.  ENS

Core sectors’ growth 
falls to 0.7% in May   
New Delhi: India’s eight core 
sector growth slowed to 0.7%, 
lowest in nine months, in May 
2025, against 6.9% in the same 
month last year, as per the latest 
government data released on 
Friday. The previous low pace 
was recorded in August 2024 
when the output had contracted 
by -1.5%. In April this year, the 
growth in output of these key 
infrastructure sectors were 
recorded at 1%. The output of 
four key sectors -- crude oil, 
natural gas, fertiliser and 
electricity -- recorded a negative 
growth in May. ENS

‘Fall in bookings short-term sentiment-driven reaction’
Ravi Gosain, President of Indian Operators of Tour Operators (IATO), said 
while exact percentage varies by route, their estimates indicate a dip of 
18–22% on international bookings and a 10–12% fall domestically in the 
immediate aftermath. He added his appears to be a short-term 
sentiment-driven reaction, as confidence typically stabilizes over time. 

Military escalation between the two 
countries has already contributed to 
volatility in global crude oil markets

If crude oil prices remain elevated 
over a longer period, India Inc’s 
profitability may take a hit, says Crisil

Prolonged uncertainty could drive 
up air and sea freight costs, as well 
as insurance premiums for trade-
dependent sectors

India’s major export to Iran is 
basmati rice, while trade with 
Israel is more diversified — 
covering fertilisers, diamonds, 
and electrical equipment

For India’s 
diamond 
polishing 
industry, Israel 
functions as 
trading hub

TRADE UNCERTAINTY LOOMS In FY25, Iran  
and Israel together 

accounted  
for roughly 14%  

of India’s total 
basmati  

rice exports

India’s exports to 
Israel totaled just 

over $2 bn in 
FY25, while 

exports to Iran 
were about $1.2 bn
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India and England players, along with on-field umpires, observed a minute of silence in 
remembrance of the victims of the tragic plane crash in Ahmedabad ahead of play on Friday.  
“What happened in the aircraft (crash), I think the whole India was disheartened but at the 
same time the only thing from our side... we are going to be sticking with them, how we can 
make India happy again,” India vice-captain Rishabh Pant had told the media on Wednesday.

India & Eng players pay  
respects to plane crash victims

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Archers lose five finals, return with 9 medals
SINGAPORE: India’s junior archers returned with nine medals — two 

gold, six silver, and one bronze — from the Asia Cup Leg 2 here on 
Friday. Despite making seven of the 10 finals across recurve and 

compound disciplines, Indian archers finished on top of the podium 
just twice. The rest of the finals — five in all — ended in heartbreak, 

with the Indians visibly crumbling under pressure.

Hockey players to get 
monthly allowance

NEW DELHI: The sports 
ministry has approved an out 

of pocket allowance of Rs 
25,000 per month for those 
picked in the national camp. 

Eighty players (40 men and 40 
women) will benefit from the 

allowance which is given to 
athletes in the TOPS 

developmental group. The 
decision was taken at the 

Mission Olympic Cell’s monthly 
meeting on Thursday. The core 

group athletes are entitled to 
Rs 50,000 per month.

PGA C’ship: Aditi in 
danger of early exit
FRISCO (US): Indian golfer 
Aditi Ashok endured another 
rough start at a Major as she 
began the KPMG Women’s PGA 
Championship at Fields Ranch 
East with a disappointing 
9-over 81 that had no birdies. 
Almost sure to miss the cut 
unless she shoots a very low 
second round, she was lying 
tied 135th. Aditi had six bogeys 
and one triple bogey. 
Thailand’s Jeeno Thitikul fired 
a four-under-par 68 to edge 
into a slender lead.

A G E N C I E S  @ Pasadena (US)

EUROPEAN champions Paris 
Saint-Germain suffered a shock 
1-0 Club World Cup defeat to 
Brazilian side Botafogo on 
Thursday after Lionel Messi lit 
up the tournament with a bril-
liant free-kick winner for Inter 
Miami. Atletico Madrid and 
Palmeiras also won as the sec-
ond round of  group matches 
began, but it was Botafogo who 
stole the headlines.

A first-half  goal from Igor Je-
sus proved the difference as last 
year’s Copa Libertadores win-
ners all but sealed a place in the 
knockout rounds from Group B 
in front of  53,699 fans at the Pa-
sadena Rose Bowl in California.

PSG are one of  the favourites 
for FIFA’s 32-team tournament 

after a dazzling season which 
culminated with a scintillating 
5-0 demolition of  Inter Milan in 
the Champions League final. 
But their hopes of  securing a 
victory which would have seen 
them become the first side into 
the last 16 were stymied by a re-
silient performance from their 
opponents from Rio de Janeiro. 
“A lot of  people wondered, but 
we showed how strong Botafo-
go is,” goalscorer Jesus said af-
ter the win, which kept all of  
South America’s representa-
tives unbeaten at the competi-
tion in the United States.

“It was a difficult game and 
we had to defend well, and we 
did our job and scored a goal.”

Botafogo took the lead 
against the run of  play on 36 
minutes as Jefferson Savari-

no’s through ball split the PSG 
defence and released Jesus.

He then did brilliantly to 
wrongfoot the covering Willian 
Pacho before sweeping a shot 
that took a slight deflection 

past goalkeeper Gianluigi Don-
narumma on its way into the 
net. Meanwhile, Atletico Ma-
drid bounced back from a 4-0 
loss to PSG as Diego Simeone’s 
side beat Seattle Sounders 3-1.

Pablo Barrios scored twice, 
including an 11th-minute open-
er which crashed in off  the un-
derside of  the crossbar.

Botafogo top Group B with 
six points, with PSG and Atleti-
co each on three and Seattle fac-
ing probable elimination after 
two defeats. Earlier, Messi 
scored a trademark free-kick to 
secure a 2-1 comeback win for 
Inter Miami against Porto in 
Atlanta in Group A.

The Argentine superstar 
found the top corner with a set-
piece nine minutes after half  
time to clinch a surprise victo-
ry for the MLS side and give 
them a strong chance of  pro-
gressing. Thursday’s results: Inter  
Miami (USA) 2-1 Porto (POR); Seattle Sound-
ers (USA) 1-3 Atletico (ESP); PSG (FRA) 0-1 
Botafogo (BRA).

Dream start: Tons of joy for India
F I R O Z  M I R Z A  @ Chennai

EVER since Shubman Gill was 
made Test captain after retire-
ments of  veterans Virat Kohli 
and Rohit Sharma, all talk have 
been about the Indian team 
ushering in a new era in the 
longest format of  the game.
Given the tough task at hand in 
the form of  a five-match Test 
series in England, it was obvi-
ous to cast doubts on the young-
sters’ potential, especially in 
tough English conditions where 
even the best failed to meet ex-
pectations. Past performances 
there only added weights to the 
talk as India touched the Eng-
lish shores. 

All those doubts, however, 
gave way to a new hope as the 
25-year-old Gill and Yashasvi 
Jaiswal slammed centuries 
each on Day 1 of  the first Test 
in Leeds, Headingley on Friday 
to guide India to a commanding 
position against hosts England. 
While the hundred is a big re-
lief  for the Indian skipper giv-
en his shows overseas (the lat-
est century was his only second 
away from home with the first 
one coming against Bangla-
desh), Jaiswal’s ton on his 
maiden Test outing in England 
yet again cemented his grow-
ing stature in red-ball cricket 
(he scored 161 in the second in-
nings of  his first match on Aus-
tralian soil before this).  

Early this year, India lost a 
five-match Test series Down 
Under 1-3, handing over the 
Border-Gavaskar Trophy to 
Australia after retaining it for 
more than nine years. One rea-
son for the loss was a middling 
show by established Indian bat-
ters, including Kohli and Shar-
ma. Amid the ruins, Jaiswal, 
however, stood tall scoring 391 
runs, including a hundred. He 
finished as the second-leading 
scorer behind Australia’s 
Travis Head (448 runs from 

nine innings). Since returning 
from Australia, the 23-year-old 
has had an interesting few 
months. First, the UP-born, 
Mumbai batter made a shock 
announcement to switch his al-
legiance to Goa only to make a 
U-turn a month later. He then 
had an up and down IPL season 
scoring 559 runs from 14 match-
es but could manage only 110 
runs (24, 64, 17 and 5) across 
four innings in the two practice 
matches of  India A against 
England Lions ahead of  the 
high-profile series.

Given his recent outings in 
the Old Blighty and what hap-
pened off  the field before that, 
focus was on the opener when 
England captain Ben Stokes in-
vited India to bat. Facing pacer 
Chris Woakes in the first over, 
Jaiswal made a cautious start 
and opened his account with a 
four off  the last delivery of  the 

over — a thickish outside edge 
that went in the gap between 
fourth slip and backward 
point.

The tentative start turned 
ugly when Woakes hit him on 
the midriff  off  the second ball 
of  the third over. Seemingly not 
bogged down by the initial 
struggles, the batter sent the 
red cherry past mid-off  for his 
first confident boundary. The 
shot did wonders for Jaiswal as 

he slammed two fours of  Bry-
don Carse’s over to get into his 
groove. With his opening part-
ner KL Rahul also joining the 
party a few overs later, the duo 
gave the team a solid start as 
they pushed the hosts on the 
backfoot. The openers matched 
each other stroke for stroke as 
India put on 68 runs on the 
scoreboard in 20 overs with 
Jaiswal and Rahul unbeaten on 
31 and 34 runs respectively. The 
run-rate might have been below 
four but what mattered then 
was the wicket column still 
read ‘zero’. 

The visitors then lost two 
quick wickets in six balls be-
tween 25 and 26 overs with Ra-
hul departing first followed by 
debutant B Sai Sudharsan for a 
nought as India were reduced 
to 92/2 at lunch. 

The twin dismissals on the 
stroke of  lunch meant India 

were forced to share the open-
ing session with their oppo-
nents. With the team losing 
their grip on the match, the 
onus was on Jaiswal, who was 
batting on 42 then, to rebuild 
the innings with his skipper. 
They did exactly the same by 
adding 129 runs for third wick-
et playing 162 legal deliveries 
over the course of  their crucial 
partnership. But the runs and 
the partnership came at a cost 
as Jaiswal started struggling 
with his right hand grip as he 
entered the eighties. The cramp 
apparently was painful as the 
physio had to rush in and apply 
an ice-pack on Jaiswal’s fore-
arm during a Shoaib Bashir 
over, 48th of  the innings. 

Despite struggling with his 
grip and feeling immense pain 
with each shot he played, the 
opener decided to take on Carse 
in the next over. He first played 
a gorgeous cut through point to 
enter the nineties but the pain 
seemed to be unbearable and he 
had to be attended by the phys-
io again. Almost forgetting the 
agony, Jaiswal, a few balls later, 
hit the South African-born pac-
er for two consecutive fours to 
reach 99. With his teammates 
getting ready to celebrate the 
moment on the sidelines, Jaisw-
al tapped the next ball, last of  
the over, for a single to com-
plete his century.

The England skipper cleaned 
him up with a ripper a couple 
of  overs later but by then Jaisw-
al had done enough to guide the 
team to safety. Even as Jaiswal
departed, captain Gill ensured 
India did not squander the ad-
vantage on Day 1 as he scored a 
fluent century to add to the 
woes of  England. Scoreboard: India 
1st Innings: Jaiswal b Stokes 101, Rahul c Root 
b Carse 42, Sai Sudharsan c Smith b Stokes 0, 
Gill 127 n.o, Pant 65 n.o. Extras 24. Total (85 
Ovs) 359/3 FoWs: 1-91, 2-92, 3-221. Bowling: 
Woakes 19-2-89-0, Carse 16-5-70-1, Tongue 16-
0-75-0, Stokes 13-1-43-2, Bashir 21-4-66-0. 

India captain Shubman Gill  (R) & Yashasvi Jaiswal in action on Day 1  of 1st Test against England on Friday |  AP

Lionel Messi celebrates after scoring against Porto on Thursday |  AP

C L U B  W O R L D  C U P

The making of  
Sai Sudharsan, the 
newest Test cap
G O M E S H  S  @ Chennai

SHORTLY before lunch on Day One of  the first Test, the mo-
ment was finally here. B Sai Sudharsan, wearing his India 
whites, was striding out to the playing strip at Headingley. 
There were other options but the Indian management had seen 
what they had liked not just in the nets over the last 10 days but 
also with his aptitude, attitude and work ethic.  

Coming on the back of  a stellar IPL season, where he fin-
ished as the leading run-scorer, it might be easy to assume that 
he has been picked based on his T20 performance. However, 
that is not entirely the case. His rise to the top is more about 
the potential he has and how he has made the most of  every 
chance that has come his way, irrespective of  the format, op-
ponent or conditions right from his early days.

Former India cricketer Hemang Badani remembers the days 
he spent watching him train. “He played a lot of  age-group 
cricket with my son,” Badani recalled in an interaction with 
this daily facilitated by Sony Sports Network. “They went to the 
same academy for practice. I have seen him at the same time at 
the academy and also the academy matches,” he added.

Such was the impression he left that Badani did not wait too 
long to make sure the teenager played for his team. In the 2018 
Tamil Nadu Premier League (TNPL), Badani, head coach of  
Chepauk Super Gillies, signed the then 16-year-old. He might not 
have gotten a game, but that was his first taste of  such a stage. 
The debut eventually came with Lyca Kovai Kings in 2021, but 
by then, he had become a different person altogether. Son of  
Usha Bharadwaj and R Bharadwaj — mother a state-level vol-
leyball player who became his trainer, and father an athlete who 
competed at the 1993 South Asian Games — he had realised what 

it takes to get to the highest 
level during the pandemic. 
“Earlier, I did not train with 
her. Everywhere I went, 
other players used to ask 
about my mother, who
trained them. A few years 
ago, we started working to-
gether. She has sacrificed so 
much. I started knowing 
her value, and now even 
happier that I am working 
with her,” Sai Sudharsan 
had once told this daily. In 
the years that followed, Sai 
Sudharsan piled on runs — 
first for Alwarpet CC, then 
for Jolly Rovers (both San-
mar Group) — in the TNCA 
first Division League. He 

also went on to play for the state first in the shortest format 
before featuring in the longer formats. What helped him do that 
was his work ethic and the volume of  training he had done to 
be ready for any situation. Hariesh J, involved in player devel-
opment and a support staff  with Kovai Kings, has seen the TN 
batter from close quarters over the years. 

“The first impression I got was his work ethic. Everyone has 
talent, but his work ethic stands out, whether it is fitness or 
other things. He is not just a hard worker, but is very smart. 
The most important thing is he prepares really well before the 
game. He studies all the bowlers and spends a lot of  time watch-
ing videos. Then he prepares according to their skills and ac-
cording to his skills. What shots he can play, what shots he can’t 
play. So, all these things he analyses before playing the game,” 
explains Hariesh, who is also the coach of  the Jolly Rovers 
team. He recalls a double century by his former ward against 
Vijay CC, whose bowling attack comprised R Sai Kishore, L 
Vignesh, Sandeep Warrier (all first-class cricketers) in Febru-
ary 2023. “He opened the batting and scored a double century. 
A lot of  people can take him as an example. In the past two to 
three years, he has really worked hard and come up the ladder. 
He got the orange cap in the IPL this year. But he was consist-
ent the last two years. And even in the Ranji this year, he got a 
double-hundred against Delhi. So, he is a great example for 
youngsters to idolise. Because of  his work ethic and every-
thing. What a cricketer requires, he does everything,” he adds. 
In saying all this, Sai Sudharsan is just getting started with his 
first-class career. His numbers — average under 40 across 30 
matches 1957 runs — are not something that would break down 
the doors into most Indian batting units. However, once in a 
while, selectors look past the numbers to see the potential of  a 
player and what they bring to the table. 

“Obviously, he has been fast-tracked,” said Badani. “He has 
done well in white-ball cricket and has the temperament to play 
at the highest level. I think he’s done exceedingly well in the 
sense that he’s gradually worked on his game. He’s gradually 
worked on his ball-leaving. I think he’s still a work in progress, 
to be fair. That’s why he has an average of  39 in first-class cricket. 
And he is somebody who is picked on his potential. Selectors, at 
some point, pick players purely on potential, and they see value. 
If  it’s only a numbers game where you pick players based on 
numbers, then you don’t necessarily need selectors who are sup-
posed to have an eye for things. You might as well have a compu-
ter that can pick players. Cricket doesn’t work like that.”

Full story: newindianexpress.com

Home favourite Zverev battles into 
Halle semis, to face Medvedev next

Nat’l glory for surfers 
Srikanth and Kamali

A G E N C I E S  @ Halle Westfalen (Germany)

HOME favourite Alexander 
Zverev shrugged off  a mystery 
illness at Halle on Friday to 
battle past Italian Fabio Cobolli 
and progress to the last four of  
the Wimbledon warm-up.

The German second seed 
felled Cobolli 6-4, 7-6 (6) and will 
next face Daniil Medvedev, af-
ter the Russian third seed beat 
American Alex Michelsen 6-4, 
6-3 in his quarterfinal.

In a rematch of  a third-round 
meeting at Roland Garros three 
weeks ago, Zverev again pro-
duced an impressive serving 
performance. He crucially ral-
lied from 0-40 down in the sec-
ond and fourth games of  first 
set. A finalist in Stuttgart last 
week Zvervev will be hoping to 
go one better on the grass of  
Halle after being a losing final-
ist at the tournament in 2016 
and 2017. It wasn’t all plain sail-
ing as he had to take an un-
scheduled break at 1-1 and 
deuce in the first set.

“I felt fine before the match, 
and then out of  nowhere I felt 
really, really bad and felt ill,” 
recounted Zverev. “I went to 

throw up, and then 15 minutes 
later I felt okay again. So I don’t 
know what it was. I’ve never ex-
perienced that before, to be 
honest. Hopefully I will be fine 
the next couple of  hours, when 
the adrenalin settles. After 
that, I think it was a pretty good 
match.”

He sealed the contest with a 
big first serve in the second set 
tie-break.

Medvedev earlier reached 
his third semi of  the season.

He is guaranteed to return to 
the Top 10 in the ATP rankings. 

Zverev, who last met Medvedev 
in the 2024 Australian Open 
semi-finals, said: “Definitely 
he’s one of  the toughest oppo-
nents in my career. It’s going to 
be a great match and I’m really 
looking forward to facing 
him.”

In the other quarterfinals, 
Alexander Bublik, who claimed 
defending champion and world 
number one Jannik Sinner’s 
scalp on Wednesday, plays To-
mas Machac with Tomas Mar-
tin Etcheverry up against 
Karen Khachanov.

E N S / A G E N C I E S  @ Mangaluru

TAMIL NADU’S Srikanth D 
clinched the men’s open title 
while Kamali Moorthy defend-
ed both her titles in the wom-
en’s open and groms girls’ (U-
16) categories at the 6th Indian 
Open of  Surfing, the second leg 
of  the 2025 National Surfing 
Championship Series which 
concluded in Mangaluru. 
Prahlad Sriram of  Tamil Nadu 
also secured the title in the 
groms boys’ (U-16) category. 

The national championship, 
which is held under the aegis 
of   Surfing Federation of  India, 
highlighted Tamil Nadu’s dom-
inance. Originally scheduled 
from May 30 to June 1, the com-
petition had to be postponed 
due to adverse weather condi-
tions in Mangaluru. It was lat-
er held behind closed doors, 
with only participants and of-
ficials in attendance.

After finishing second in last 
year’s final, Srikanth returned 
stronger and more focussed, 
with a winning score of  14.63, 
edging out reigning national 
champion Ramesh Budilal, 
who finished second with 11.87. 

Sivaraj Babu (9.77) and Sanjay 
Selvamani (7.07) rounded off  
the top four.

Defending champion Kamali 
continued her reign as India’s 
leading female surfer, winning 
two titles once again. Her score 
of  13.33 in the women’s open fi-
nal saw her beat Sugar Shanti 
Banarse (10.50), while Shrishti 
Selvam scored 2.47 to finish 
third. In the groms girls’ final, 
Kamali posted the highest heat 
total of  the event — a stagger-
ing 15.50 — to seal her title de-
fense. She finished well ahead 
of  Aadya Singh (2.36) and Saan-
vi Hegde (2.20).

PSG stunned by Botafogo, Messi inspires Inter Miami

Captain Gill & opener Jaiswal slam centuries as visitors make English bowlers toil on Day 1 of the first Test in Leeds

Germany’s Alexander Zverev hits a return against Flavio Cobolli  on Friday |  AFP

Kamali  Moorthi (front L) won a double 
during the national championship 

B Sai Sudharsan had a debut to forget as 
he was dismissed for a duck |  AP

5 Out of the five Test 100s 
Jaiswal has scored, four have 
come in different continents 
(Asia, Europe, Australia and 

the Americas) 

2 This is Shubman Gill’s only 
second Test 100 in 16 away 
Tests. The Punjab batter is 
the fifth Indian to score a 

century on captaincy debut
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Other invasive species in Kerala are Chromolaena odorata 
or Siam weed, Merremia vitifolia or grape glory, a climber, 
Mikania micrantha or mile-a-minute weed,  and Mimosa 
diplotricha, known as padaincha or anathottawadi

SATURDAY21�06�2025

M A N O J  V I S W A N A T H A N  @ Kochi

A
S a massive tree plantation drive 
marked the World Environment 
Day aiming to reduce carbon foot-
prints and address the challenges 
of  climate change, the decline in 
the ecological health of  existing 
forests  has  larg ely  been 

neglected. 
According to a study published in 2023, 

around 66% of  Indian forests have been 
invaded by alien invasive species, destroy-
ing natural vegetation and altering forest
habitat. Out of  the 225 invasive plant spe-
cies reported from India, 11 are on the list 
of  the 100 worst invasive species catego-
rised by the International Union for Con-
servation of  Nature (IUCN).

Lantana camara, one of  the worst inva-
sive species in the world, has been spread-
ing wild in India’s forests. As per reports, 
the plant has spread rapidly over 1.3 crore 
hectare of  the Western Ghats destroying 
grasslands and driving herbivores to hu-
man habitations. In the Nilgiris Biosphere, 
Senna spectabilis has proliferated. The 
species, introduced by Kerala forest de-
partment in 1986 as shade trees along the 
Muthanga forest road, has spread over 123 
sq km area of  the Wayanad sanctuary in 
four decades. It is now spreading fast in 
the reserve forests of  Bandipur, Bhadra 
and Mudumalai.

Scientists have identified 225 species of  
exotic invasive plant species destroying 
habitat in India, of  which 86 have been re-
corded in the forests of  Kerala. The most 
invasive are Alternanthera philoxeroides, 
Cassia uniflora, Chromolaena odorata, 
Eichhornia crassipes, Lantana camara, 
Senna spectabilis, Parthenium hystero-
phorus and Prosopis juliflora.

“Invasive plants outcompete native spe-
cies for resources such as light, water, and 
nutrients, leading to a decline in native 
plant populations. These species alter fire 
regimes, nutrient cycling, and hydrology, 
disrupting the delicate balance of  the eco-
system. The spread of  such species can 
lead to a decline in native plant and animal 
species, reducing biodiversity and ecosys-
tem resilience,” says Kerala Forest Re-
search Institute principal scientist Dr T K 
Hrideek, who was involved in the Senna 
eradication drive for more than 10 years.

“Invasive species is a cancer that kills 

forest ecosystems. It is not possible to 
eradicate such species and the only way is 
to contain its spread. When I started re-
search on Senna, along with Dr T V Sajeev, 
it was limited to around five sq km. Now it 
has spread to around 40% of  Wayanad for-
ests. We conducted around 200 experi-
ments and finalised a three-tier system 
which are physical, biological and chemi-
cal. As per the plan, saplings can be up-
rooted. In case of  big plants, it will regen-
erate from the spot where the lateral roots 
are broken,” he said.

“Invasive plants like Senna can form 
dense stands, shading out native vegeta-
tion and altering habitat structure, mak-
ing it unsuitable for native wildlife. It re-
duces the availability of  food sources for 
native wildlife. These plants can also dis-
rupt wildlife corridors, making it difficult 
for animals to move through the land-
scape. When invasive plants reduce the 
availability of  food sources in natural hab-
itats, wild animals may be forced to enter 
human habitations in search of  food. As 
wild animals enter human habitations in 
search of  food, the risk of  human-wildlife 
conflicts increases,” explained Hrideek.

Another species found in Mannavansho-
la, Pambadumshola National Park is Aca-
cia mearnsii, popularly known as black 
wattle.  The teak plantations owned by the 
government, which are either failing or 
showing poor growth because of  unfavour-
able climate/poor soil fertility, and those 
located in wildlife corridors, in disaster-
prone areas will be restored as natural for-
ests. To reduce human-wildlife conflict, 
private estates located in forest fringe ar-
eas will be taken over with the consent of  
the owner, he said.

I S S A C  J A M E S  M A N A Y A T H  @ Chennai

C
ANCER is a leading cause of  death among 
women. Worldwide, 4.4 million women 
succumbed to the disease in 2020, with ap-
proximately 25 per cent of  these deaths at-
tributed to breast cancer.

In India, one in 29 women is likely to develop 
breast cancer during her lifetime, according to 
the International Agency for Research on Can-
cer (IARC). It is also the most common form of  
cancer among women in the country.

India ranks among the top three countries, 
alongside the U.S. and China, in terms of  breast 
cancer incidence and recorded the highest 
number of  deaths in 2022. IARC projections in-
dicate that breast cancer cases in India are ex-
pected to rise significantly, from 1,92,020 in 2022 
to over 5,00,000 by 2050.

Cervical cancer, the second most common 
cancer among Indian women, also poses a sig-
nificant threat to public health. The country, 
home to about 17 pc of  the world’s population, 
accounts for nearly 20 pc of  global cervical can-
cer deaths.

While genetic predisposition and lifestyle 
factors are widely considered contributors to 
these cancers, climate change may be an over-
looked factor.

A new study by researchers at the Institute 
of  Global Health and Human Ecology (IGHHE), 
American University in Cairo, has found a 
higher risk of  cancer in women with prolonged 
exposure to high ambient temperatures.

“Climate change poses a significant threat to 
public health, exacerbating health inequali-
ties. Women in the Middle East and North Af-
rica (MENA) region, identified as high-risk, 
are affected,” the study, published in the jour-
nal Frontiers in Public Health, noted.

It examined the correlation between in-
creased ambient temperatures and the preva-
lence and mortality of  four types of  cancer 
(breast, cervical, ovarian, and uterine) across 
17 MENA countries.

Climate change linked to 
higher cancer rates among 

women, says new study

Kerala government has launched an eco restoration policy to eradicate invasive species

Invasive plants like Senna can form dense stands, 
shading out native vegetation and altering 

habitat structure, making it unsuitable for native 
wildlife. It reduces the availability of food sources 

for native wildlife, forcing them to seek 
alternative sources. These plants can also disrupt 

wildlife corridors, making it difficult for animals to 
move through the landscape

–Dr T K Hrideek, principal scientist,  
Kerala Forest Research Institute
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ALTERING FOREST 
HABITAT, FUELLING  

MAN-WILDLIFE CONFLICT

ALIEN INVASION

Kerala’s Wake-up Call and  
a Global Crisis Unfolding

T
HE world’s oceans—critical con-
duits of  global commerce, reser-
voirs of  marine biodiversity, and 
regulators of  Earth’s climate—are 
confronting threats of  unprece-

dented scale and complexity. While 
overfishing, plastic pollution, and ocean 
warming have long dominated environ-
mental discourse, oil spills remain one 
of  the most acute and underappreciated 
forms of  marine degradation. The re-
cent spill off  Kerala’s coast offers a so-
bering illustration of  how such inci-
dents are not isolated anomalies but 
symptomatic of  a broader, systemic cri-
sis—one that is both local in its impact 
and global in its implications.

A local disaster, a global symptom
In late May 2025, 
the MSC ELSA 3, a 
Liberian-flagged 
container ship, 
capsized and sank 
off  the coast of  
Alappuzha. What 
followed was a cat-
astrophic oil spill 
that released more 
than 450 tonnes of  
furnace oil, diesel, 
and hazardous 
cargo—including 
plastic nurdles—into the Arabian Sea. 
The environmental footprint is enor-
mous: thick furnace oil now stains Ker-
ala’s once-pristine beaches, nurdles are 
washing up on shores from Thiruvanan-
thapuram to Kollam, and fragile estuar-
ies and backwaters face long-term con-
tamination. For the fishing communities 
dependent on these waters, the conse-
quences are not just ecological—they are 
existential.

Oil spills: A history of devastation
Oil spills have haunted marine environ-
ments for over half  a century. The 1967 
Torrey Canyon spill off  the coast of  the 
UK released 120,000 tonnes of  crude oil, 
coating miles of  coastline and decimat-
ing bird populations. In 2010, the Deep-
water Horizon disaster in the Gulf  set a 
new benchmark for devastation, dis-

charging millions of  barrels of  oil and 
causing ecological damage scientists are 
still uncovering. Despite technological 
advancements and tighter regulations, 
oil spills continue to occur—fuelled by 
increasing global demand, aging fleets, 
human error, and the inherent risks of  
offshore drilling and marine transport.

Ecological and human toll
Oil spills inflict long-lasting and 
often irreversible damage:
 Marine life suffocation: Oil films cut 

off  oxygen and sunlight, affecting plank-
ton, fish, coral reefs, and seabirds.
 Chronic contamination: Heavy oils 

like furnace oil settle into marine sedi-
ments, disrupting food chains and harm-
ing benthic organisms for years.

 Livelihood dis-
ruption: Kerala’s 
fishing sector, em-
ploying millions 
directly and indi-
rectly, faces steep 
losses. Small-scale 
fishers—already 
economically vul-
nerable—bear the 
brunt of  such eco-
logical disasters.
 Plastic nurdles: 

The release of  mi-
croplastic pellets compounds the prob-
lem. These tiny spheres absorb toxins 
and enter the marine food web, with po-
tentially worse long-term consequences 
than the oil itself.

Familiar pattern of failure
The MSC ELSA 3 disaster followed a pre-
dictable and deeply troubling pattern. 
The vessel carried 640 containers, in-
cluding 13 filled with hazardous sub-
stances like calcium carbide and hydra-
zine hydrate. While the Indian Coast 
Guard launched initial containment ef-
forts, full-scale oil recovery began after 
the Kerala High Court intervened and 
public pressure mounted. The arrival of  
the southwest monsoon now threatens to 
disperse the pollutants over an even wid-
er area, complicating clean-up efforts 
and expanding the ecological footprint.
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