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Chief Minister 
to leave for 
New Delhi today

VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu

Naidu is leaving for New Delhi

on Monday night to attend the

NDA leaders’ meeting

scheduled to be held on

August 20. » Page 4

A.P. likely to see 
20 cm rise in sea
level by 2050

VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh likely to see a

20 cm rise in sea level by 2050

due to global warming, says

the Draft State Action Plan on

Climate Change 2025-2030

(SAPCC). The SAPCC has

predicted the sea-level rise due

to global warming to be about

62 cm by 2100 corresponding

to a 1.50-2° C increase in air

temperature, on the basis of

extensive data obtained from

multiple sources. » Page 4

Police probe
digital footprint
of terror suspect

PUTTAPARTHI

Sri Sathya Sai district SP 

V. Ratna on Sunday said the

digital footprint of 42-year-old

Kotwal Noor Mohammad,

arrested in Dharmavaram for

alleged extremist links, is

under investigation. She said

his mobile phone has been

sent to a forensic laboratory

for analysis and that he is

actively connected to the

Pakistan-backed social media

groups. » Page 4

T
he Election Com-
mission on Sunday
doubled down on

its demand that the Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
submit an a�davit stating
his allegations of electoral
roll manipulation in a Kar-
nataka Assembly segment.

In his �rst press confe-
rence since assuming of-
�ce, Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar
did not name the Congress
leader, but asked him to
submit the signed a�davit
within seven days or apolo-
gise to the nation.

The CEC refused the Op-
position’s demands to pu-
blish a machine-readable
voter list and to provide
CCTV footage of the voting

process, claiming that both
measures would violate vo-
ter privacy.

Combative CEC
This comes 10 days after
Mr. Gandhi alleged deliber-
ate, large-scale discrepan-
cies on the electoral rolls of
the Mahadevapura As-
sembly segment of the
Bangalore Central Lok Sab-

ha constituency, which the
BJP won in the 2024 Lok
Sabha election. 

Following his allega-
tions, the Chief Electoral
O�cers of Karnataka, Mah-
arashtra, and Haryana had
asked him to submit them
under oath, which he has
refused to do.

Asked why the EC has
not taken suo motu cogni-

sance of the allegations, a
combative CEC said: “If ac-
cusations are made against
1,50,000 people, then
should all these voters be
given notices without any
evidence?”

“You have to give an a�-
davit or apologise to the
nation. If within seven
days, a�davit is not given,
then it means allegations
are wrong,” he said.

‘No discrimination’
However, Mr. Kumar did
not reply to a question on
why BJP MP Anurag Tha-
kur — who has made simi-
lar allegations of electoral
roll discrepancies in the
Rae Bareli Lok Sabha con-
stituency, which is repre-
sented by Mr. Gandhi —
was not asked to submit an
a�davit as well. 

To another question on

why a complaint �led by
the Biju Janata Dal in Od-
isha about the Lok Sabha
election had not been in-
vestigated, Mr. Kumar clar-
i�ed that the complaint
was not made under oath,
adding that the 45-day limit
for complaints had passed.
He had a similar response
to a complaint �led by Sa-
majwadi Party chief Akhi-
lesh Yadav.

Mr. Kumar began the
press conference by assert-
ing that the EC could not
discriminate between pol-
itical parties, insisting that
it considers ruling and Op-
position parties equal. 

File a�davit in seven days or
apologise: EC to Rahul Gandhi
Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar refuses Opposition’s demand for machine-readable voter lists, CCTV footage

of polling, citing privacy concerns; he says if complaints are not �led within 45 days of poll results, parties must �le a�davits

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI
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Vote theft is going on
across the country, but Bi-
har voters will not allow
this to happen in their
State, Rahul Gandhi, se-
nior Congress leader and
Leader of the Opposition
in Lok Sabha, said as he be-
gan his 16-day “Voter Adhi-
kar Yatra” from Sasaram in
the poll-bound State on
Sunday.

At a rally, Mr. Gandhi
said the BJP had won elec-
tions through false means.
“In Maharashtra, all the
opinion polls were predict-
ing that the INDIA bloc will
form the government, but
when the election results
came, the BJP-led alliance
formed the government.
The BJP got the votes of
one crore new voters by
wrong means,” he alleged. 

“In the entire country,
vote theft is going on in the
name of special intensive
revision (SIR); they want to
add new voters and steal

the votes,” he said, assert-
ing that the people of Bihar
would not allow such vote
theft.

Rashtriya Janata Dal
leader Tejashwi Yadav
asked Bihar voters to teach
a lesson to those who
wanted to steal votes. “The
work which BJP cannot do
on its own, it is now taking
the help of the EC to re-
move the genuine voters
from the draft rolls. The EC
is cheating the people in
the name of SIR. Attempts
are not only being made to
take away the voting rights,
but to snatch your exis-
tence as well. But I promise
that I will not allow them to
do so,” Mr. Yadav said.

He said Mr. Modi want-
ed to apply choona (lime)
to the people of Bihar but
he did not know that in the
State, choona was used in
khaini (chewing tobacco)
and eaten by people after
rubbing it.

Vote theft rampant,
BJP is winning by
false means: Rahul

On a drive: Tejashwi Yadav is at the wheel as Opposition leader

Rahul Gandhi waves at people in Sasaram on Sunday. AICC/PTI

Amit Bhelari
SASARAM

CONTINUED ON
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Maharashtra Governor C.P.
Radhakrishnan was named
the National Democratic
Alliance’s Vice-Presidential
candidate on Sunday, after
the BJP Parliamentary
Board endorsed his name,
in the presence of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. 

Mr. Radhakrishnan, 68,
is a former MP from Coim-
batore and former Tamil
Nadu BJP chief. The party’s
national president and Un-
ion Minister, J.P. Nadda,
made the announcement

at a press conference after
the Parliamentary Board
meeting.

C.P. Radhakrishnan is
NDA’s V-P candidate 
Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

ALLIES TAKEN ON BOARD

» PAGE 10

C. P. Radhakrishnan

The proposed changes to
the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) regime will be-
ne�t the poor, middle
class, traders, and entre-
preneurs, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Sunday.

“For us, reform signi�es
the advancement of good
governance, which is why
we place strong emphasis
on continuous improve-
ment,” Mr. Modi said,
while inaugurating two key
highway projects in the Na-

tional Capital Region — the
Delhi section of the Dwar-
ka Expressway and the Ur-
ban Extension Road-II. “As
part of this vision, next-
generation reforms will be

introduced under the GST
framework. This Diwali,
these GST reforms will
bring a double bonus to
the people,” he said.

“Every family, the poor
and the middle class, small
and big entrepreneurs,
and every trader and busi-
nessman will bene�t from
this,” he added.

The changes to the GST
were �rst announced by
Mr. Modi in his Indepen-
dence Day address on
Friday.

Centre’s GST reforms will bene�t
the poor and middle class: Modi
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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Timings

VIJAYAWADA

MONDAY, AUG. 18

RISE 05:52 SET 18:30

RISE 00:43 SET 14:29

TUESDAY, AUG. 19

RISE 05:52 SET 18:30

RISE 01:44 SET 15:30

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 20

RISE 05:53 SET 18:29

RISE 02:47 SET 16:26

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

W
ith the deep de-
pression over
the Bay of Ben-

gal intensifying and trig-
gering heavy rainfall across
Andhra Pradesh, the State
government has gone on
high alert. Home A�airs
and Disaster Management
Minister Taneti Vanitha
held discussions with Dis-
trict Collectors on prepa-
redness and directed o�-
cials to ensure that people
face no hardships.

The Minister said that
the weather system is like-
ly to strengthen into a cy-
clone by Monday, ushering
in very heavy rainfall. “Col-
lectors should set up con-
trol rooms in all districts,
and if necessary, SDRF and
NDRF teams will be de-

ployed,” she instructed.
Key directives mention

that district o�cials must
remain accessible at the
�eld level, people in low-ly-
ing areas should be alerted
from time to time, fallen
trees on roads must be
cleared immediately, while
residents must avoid ven-
turing into rivers, streams,

and canals, or �sh and
swim. Emergency hel-
plines of the Disaster Man-
agement Authority — 112,
1070, and 1800-425-0101 —
should be contacted if
needed.

The in�ows and out-
�ows at the Prakasam Bar-
rage on the Krishna river
have reached 2.85 lakh cu-

secs. Given the heavy rain-
fall, the Minister warned
that the �rst �ood warning
level may be crossed by
Monday. People in the
Krishna river basin have
been urged to remain alert.

Meanwhile, the Godava-
ri river at Dowleswaram re-
corded heavy in�ows of
4.07 lakh cusecs. “Under
no circumstances should
people attempt to cross
�ooded rivers, streams, or
canals. Residents of low-ly-
ing areas must exercise ut-
most caution,” the Minister
emphasised.

The Andhra Pradesh
State Disaster Management
Authority (APSDMA) has
issued a cautionary alert as
�ood levels in the Krishna
and Godavari rivers conti-
nue to rise due to heavy
rains. APSDMA Commis-
sioner Prakhar Jain stated

that as of 5 p.m. on Sunday,
the in�ow and out�ow at
the Prakasam Barrage
stood at 2.87 lakh cusecs.
He warned that water le-
vels are likely to touch the
�rst �ood warning mark by
Monday if the rains persist.

O�cials put on alert
The �ood level at Bhadra-
chalam was recorded at
33.7 feet on Sunday even-
ing, the Central Water
Commission (CWC) o�-
cials said. Irrigation De-
partment authorities said
that the water level was at
30.400 metres at Polava-
ram project, and the o�-
cials released 5.52 lakh cu-
secs downstream.
Collector K. Vetri Selvi di-
rected the o�cials to be al-
ert, and keep boats and
expert swimmers ready as
a precautionary measure.

Heavy rains keep State on high alert
In�ows at the Prakasam Barrage on the Krishna river reached 2.85 lakh cusecs, while Godavari river at Dowleswaram

recorded heavy in�ows of 4.07 lakh cusecs; weather system is likely to strengthen into a cyclone by Monday, says Minister

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Water being released from the Prakasam Barrage into the sea, in

Vijayawada on Sunday. G.N. RAO 

Hands at work

An artisan giving final touches to a clay idol of Ganesh in Vijayawada on Sunday. K.V.S. GIRI

Andhra Pradesh Teachers
Federation (APTF) execu-
tive committee on Sunday
urged Minister for Human
Resource Development
(HRD) to convene a meet-
ing with teachers’ associa-
tions to hammer out a solu-
tion to the academic issues
in school education and to
discuss implementation of
uni�ed service rules for
teachers.

The committee was
holding a meeting under
the chairmanship of the
federation’s president G.
Hrudaya Raju. 

The committee de-
manded the removal of un-
necessary apps and other
obstacles that hinder
teaching and sought free-
dom in teaching practices. 

It urged the government
to constitute a committee
of G.O.s 72, 73, and 74 re-
garding uni�ed service
rules.

APTF seeks meeting 
with Lokesh on issues 
The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh State
Council of Higher Educa-
tion (APSCHE) will organ-
ise a faculty development
programme (FDP) on
Quantum Technologies
from Monday. 

The 40-hour, 20-day on-
line FDP, scheduled from
August 18 to September 11,
will train 1,000 faculty
members from multidisci-
plinary domains, a state-
ment read.

FDP on
quantum tech

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Pro Vice-Chancellor of Siddhartha Academy of
Higher Education (Deemed to be University), A.V.
Ratna Prasad, received the Indian Society for
Technical Education (ISTE) A.P. State Award for
“Best Engineering College Principal-2024”. Mr.
Ratna Prasad received the award from the
president of ISTE, New Delhi, Pratapsinh
Kakasaheb Desai, at the ISTE State Student
Convention and function held on August 13 and
14 at Madanapalle Institute of Technology and
Science in Madanapalle.

ISTE award for Siddhartha
Academy Pro Vice-Chancellor 
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The Agriculture Department has appealed to the
farmers who are eligible for �nancial assistance
under the Annadata Sukhibhava-PM Kisan
scheme but have not yet received the bene�t to
make use of the grievance module before August
20. “Applications can be submitted at the Rythu
Seva Kendras,” said Dilli Rao, Director of
Agriculture, in a press release on Sunday. Stating
that it was the �nal opportunity, Mr. Dilli Rao
said farmers whose applications had been
rejected during the higher-level veri�cation and
validation, or those who had failed to complete
the eKYC, must �le their grievances before the
deadline.

Last chance for farmers to
apply for Annadata aid 

CPI State secretary K. Ramakrishna has written to
Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu, urging
immediate measures to strengthen the Public
Transport Department to ensure the smooth
implementation of the Stree Shakti scheme,
which provides free bus travel for women. In a
statement, Mr. Ramakrishna welcomed the
scheme, which came into e�ect on August 15, but
observed that the current �eet and workforce
were inadequate. He urged the government to
procure 3,000 new buses and recruit 10,000
employees, including drivers, conductors, and
mechanical sta�. Referring to the plan to
introduce electric buses, he demanded that the
procurement be done through the RTC.

Strengthen PTD for ‘Stree
Shakti’ to be e�ective: CPI

The incessant drizzle and heavy rush of pilgrims
to Tirupati during the ‘extended weekend’ made
life miserable for the pilgrims as well as the local
residents. The Saturday and Sunday came in
quick succession after Independence Day,
making several take up unplanned visit to the
temple city. Even as the Tirumala temple was
bursting at its seams, the Tirupati railway station
and RTC central bus station o�ered no respite to
the commuters. The Srinivasam and Vishnu
Nivasam accommodation complexes choked with
vehicles. There was huge demand for private
buses bound for Hyderabad and Bengaluru.

Weekend rush, rain add to
pilgrims’ woes in Tirupati 

INBRIEF
�

A
ndhra Pradesh’s
1,030-km-long
coastline is a boon

for the State government
as it o�ers tremendous op-
portunities for economic
growth. But, it also poses a
big challenge in the form of
adverse impacts of the con-
stant sea-level rise, which
is conspicuous along the
coastal belt of the com-
bined West and East Goda-
vari districts and a few oth-
er locations. The extent of
land mass being devoured
by the rising sea in those
places every year is a case
point.

Now, the Draft State Ac-

tion Plan on Climate
Change 2025-2030
(SAPCC) has predicted the
sea-level rise due to global
warming to be about 20
cm and 62 cm by 2050 and
2100 respectively corres-
ponding to a 1.50-2° C in-
crease in air temperature,
on the basis of extensive
data obtained from multi-
ple sources, including the
India Meteorological De-
partment and the National
Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration (NASA) of the
U.S. These projections ne-
cessitate the drawing of ap-
propriate strategies to miti-
gate the e�ects of climate
change, which are consi-
dered “irreversible on the
timescale of humans alive

today.” The Climate
Change Cell of the Environ-
ment, Forests, Science and
Technology Department of
Andhra Pradesh is in the
process of �nalising the
SAPCC, which estimates
that the rise in the sea level

by approximately 0.80 m
(>2° C in temperature) can
inundate about 43% of the
low-lying areas within the
identi�ed coastal land-
scapes, impacting 282 vil-
lages within 2 metre eleva-
tion along the coastline,

and that the sea level rise
has gradually increased
around 3 mm per year
along the Indian coast in
the recent years.

Displacement of people
Prepared with the support
of the National Centre for
Sustainable Coastal Man-
agement (NCSCM) and
KPMG, the SAPCC �ags the
likelihood of displacement
of 0.30, 0.65 and 1.29 mil-
lion people by the sea level
rise as temperatures rise
by 1°, 1.50° and >2° C.

It has assessed that the
sea-level rise along Nel-
lore, Guntur and West Go-
davari will be approxi-
mately 0.20 metres in 25
years, i.e. by the year

2050, far relatively higher
compared to other
districts.

Rise in poverty
Besides, the Krishna and
Godavari delta regions are
expected to become highly
prone to sea-level rise due
to the steadily changing
climate.

The SAPCC mentions
that as per an estimate, a
total area of 35,000 hec-
tares of prime agricultural
land in coastal A.P. will be-
come saline, leading to
lesser productivity of land
resources and a conse-
quent reduction in in-
comes and increase in po-
verty in the vulnerable
areas.

A.P. coastline may see 20 cm rise in sea
level by 2050 due to global warming 

The adverse impacts conspicuous along the coastal belt call for

drawing of appropriate strategies. FILE PHOTO 

Draft State Action Plan on Climate Change estimates it to be 0.20 metres along Nellore, Guntur and W.G.; 35,000 ha of farmland may also turn saline 

V. Raghavendra
VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu is leaving for
New Delhi on Monday (Au-
gust 18) night to attend the
NDA leaders’ meeting
scheduled to be held on
August 20.

Mr. Naidu will also take
part in the nomination
programme of the NDA’s
Vice-Presidential
candidate.

During the visit, Mr. Nai-
du is expected to meet sev-
eral Union Ministers, ac-
cording to an o�cial
release.

Lokesh’s visit 
Meanwhile, IT Minister Na-
ra Lokesh is scheduled to
meet various Union Minis-
ters for discussions on key
pending projects, in the
national capital on August
18.

He will seek faster clea-
rances for pending pro-
jects and discuss some new

initiatives planned in the
State.

A press release said that
Mr. Lokesh met Union Mi-
nisters on multiple occa-
sions, and had been active-
ly pursuing the State’s
interests since the forma-
tion of the coalition go-
vernment last year.

It was mentioned that
Mr. Lokesh’s e�orts helped
in bringing new projects to
the State, and ensured
quicker approvals from the
Centre.

He is expected to pre-
sent a set of proposals to
each one of the Union Mi-
nisters during the visit.

Naidu for Delhi today 

N. Chandrababu Naidu

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Con�rming Saturday’s ar-
rest in Dharmavaram town
of Sri Sathya Sai district,
Superintendent of Police V.
Ratna on Sunday (August
17) briefed the media here,
attesting that 42-year-old
Kotwal Noor Mohammad,
residing in the town for 15
years, was actively con-
nected to the Pakistan-
backed social media
groups, circulating jihadi
propaganda.

The SP, along with De-
puty SP (Dharmavaram) U.
Narasingappa, disclosed
that Noor Mohammad was

initially thought to be a
passive member, but he
turned out to be an active
participant in discussions
intended to glorify extre-
mist ideology. She said that
the police seized the accu-
sed’s mobile phone and

some literature linked to
the jihadi campaign in Sa-
turday’s predawn raid.
“This Dharmavaram inci-
dent is a clear proof as to
how social media plat-
forms are being mishan-
dled and misused to nega-

tively impact youth and
gullible minds at the local
level by the terrorist
groups,” the SP said.

Although Noor Moham-
mad was held on Saturday
(August 16), the real inves-
tigation “has begun now,”
Ms. Ratna said, adding that
the seized mobile had
been sent to forensic labo-
ratories to unravel his “dig-
ital footprint” to map his
network.

‘Awaiting forensic
report’
She did not rule out the
possibility that the accused
might have acted as a re-
cruiter or sympathiser

beyond the Sri Sathya Sai
district.

The SP said that the case
was booked under the
stringent sections of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
and the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

Immediately after the
arrest, Noor Mohammad
was produced before the
Kadiri court in the district
and was shifted to the Ka-
dapa Central Prison on a
14-day remand. “We are
waiting for the forensic re-
velations which will ex-
pose the depth of his invol-
vement in the cross-border
terrorism activities,” the SP
said.

Digital trail under scanner after terror
suspect’s arrest in Dharmavaram, says SP 
K. Umashanker
PUTTAPARTHI

Noor Mohammad 

It is a clear proof as
to how social media
platforms are being
mishandled and
misused to negatively
impact youth and
gullible minds at the
local level by the
terrorist groups, 
says the o�cer

New projects on the Goda-
vari being planned by And-
hra Pradesh will be justi�a-
ble and fair only after the
surplus river waters are
shared between the two
Telugu States, asserts Te-
langana Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Mallu Bhatti Vikra-
marka. The Congress
leader was in Visakhapat-
nam on Sunday to partici-
pate in the party’s nation-
wide ‘Vote Chori’ cam-
paign against the alleged
theft of votes.

Responding to the me-
dia queries on the dispute

over Andhra Pradesh’s
proposal to construct Ba-
nakacherla project, Mr.
Bhatti Vikramarka said the
people of Telangana had
fought and achieved a sep-
arate State to enjoy their

rightful share in the river
waters.

“It is justi�able to build
new projects only after the
share of surplus waters is
decided after the ongoing
projects such as Indira Sa-
gar, Rajiv Sagar, and De-
vadula are completed and
water allocations made to
them. The onus of decid-
ing the share of surplus wa-
ter rests with the Centre,”
he said.

At a separate media con-
ference, CWC member Gi-
dugu Rudraraju said the
party would stage protests
in all the constituencies
from Monday against the
alleged “theft” of votes.

‘New projects fair only after
surplus water is decided’

The Hindu Bureau
VISAKHAPATNAM

Telangana Deputy CM Mallu

Bhatti Vikramarka. FILE PHOTO

CPI(M) general secretary
M.A. Baby on Sunday ex-
pressed his dismay over
the “silence” of Chief Mi-
nister N. Chandrababu Nai-
du and MPs from the NDA
in Andhra Pradesh on the
Resettlement and Rehabili-
tation (R&R) of the dis-
placed families of the Po-
lavaram project. Mr. Baby
and CPI(M) MP John Brittas
concluded their two-day
�eld visit to the Polavaram
project submergence area,
where they took stock of
the implementation of the
R&R component. They in-

spected the R&R colonies
and project-a�ected villag-
es along the banks of rivers
Godavari and Sabari in Y.
Ramavaram, Rekhapalli,
Yetapaka Mandals in the
Chintoor Agency of Alluri
Sitarama Raju district.

Addressing the a�ected
families at Ramavaram in
V.R. Puram Mandal, Mr.
Baby said the party was
not against Mr. Naidu’s vi-
sion to develop the capital
city of Amaravati, but dis-
approved of his silence
about the Polavaram-dis-
placed and R&R compo-
nent. “The MPs of the pre-
vious three terms (2014,
2019 and 2024) represent-

ed by the TDP and the
YSRCP never raised their
voice for the Polavaram
R&R in Parliament. All of

nexus between the bu-
reaucracy and public re-
presentatives is re�ected in
the execution of the R&R
component. 

An inquiry should be or-
dered into the irregulari-
ties in the R&R compo-
nent, beginning from
2014-19 term,” said Mr.
Baby. 

In his address, Mr. Brit-
tas promised to raise his
voice for the Polavaram-
displaced at the national le-
vel. CPI(M) Central Com-
mittee Member K. Loka-
nadham, ASR district
secretary Boppena Kiran
and other leaders were
present.

with an action plan to lead
the �ght for the resettle-
ment and rehabilitation of
the Polavaram-displaced,
as guaranteed by the Right
to Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land Ac-
quisition, Rehabilitation
and Resettlement Act,
2013.

“On the ground, the

them failed to address the
concerns of the Polavaram-
displaced,” said Mr. Baby. 

He promised to return

CPI(M) faults Naidu’s silence on resettlement of Polavaram-displaced  

The Hindu Bureau
CHINTOOR (ASR DISTRICT)

CPI (M) general secretary M.A. Baby with Koya tribals in the

Polavaram project submergence area in Chintoor Agency in Alluri

Sitharama Raju district on Sunday.

MPs elected from
Andhra Pradesh
since 2014 are to be
blamed for failing to
raise their voice for
Polavaram R&R, 
says Baby

Fiery show

Artistes performing during the procession of the 76th Sri Kanakadurga Ammavari Prabha Mahotsavam, at Durga Agraharam in Vijayawada

on Sunday. K.V.S. GIRI

Guntur Municipal Corpo-
ration is planning to plant
over �ve lakh saplings
across the city during the
ongoing monsoon. It has
already planted about
35,000 saplings between
June and August so far,
GMC Commissioner Puli
Srinivasulu told The Hindu.

Mr. Srinivasulu said the
GMC Standing Committee
and Council have ap-
proved a proposal. The sa-
plings are being procured
from AP Greening Corpo-
ration, Forest Department
nurseries and private
nurseries.

GMC will promote home
composting covering
75,000 houses, and clus-
tering composting cover-

ing 50,000 households to
ensure manure to these
plants. Mr. Srinivasulu said
they are encouraging
schools, colleges, commer-
cial establishments, NGOs,
housing societies, and indi-
viduals to plant the sa-
plings. The civic body is al-
so planning to have
ornamental plants along
major roads. Local women
Self Help Groups (SHGs)
and residential welfare as-
sociations would care for
them. Moreover, parks in
the city will be developed
with medicinal plants.

Stating that the GMC is
covered under NCAP (Na-
tional Clean Air Pro-
gramme), the Commission-
er said the local body is
planning to reduce carbon
emissions by promoting
greenery.

Guntur civic body
plans to plant �ve lakh
saplings this monsoon
Sambasiva Rao M.
GUNTUR
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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.00 HRS)

Forecast for Monday: Heavy to very heavy rain likely at isolated

places over Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Goa, Maha-

rashtra, Odisha, Telangana, Gujarat, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Assam,

Meghalaya, Delhi, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab and Uttarakhand
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ..................3.0......33.0...... 26.9 Kozhikode ....................26.0......28.5...... 23.8

Ahmedabad..........35.0......29.6...... 25.7 Kurnool ..........................5.0......30.5...... 24.1

Aizawl ...................12.0......29.6...... 21.9 Lucknow.......................... —......35.5...... 28.5

Allahabad ................ —......35.7...... 27.8 Madurai ..........................0.1......38.0...... 26.5

Bengaluru...............1.2......26.4...... 20.1 Mangaluru....................44.8......27.6...... 23.4

Bhopal ..................... —......30.4...... 23.0 Mumbai ........................84.0......26.3...... 24.0

Bhubaneswar .......22.0......32.0...... 25.1 Mysuru............................. —......... —...... 20.0

Chandigarh.............. —......33.5...... 26.4 New Delhi.......................1.0......34.5...... 25.6

Chennai ................15.0......34.2...... 25.9 Patna............................... —......35.1...... 29.8

Coimbatore ............0.1......31.2...... 22.4 Port Blair ......................89.0......27.2...... 23.0

Dehradun..............27.0......31.6...... 23.4 Puducherry ....................0.2......32.0...... 25.7

Gangtok ................31.0......26.3...... 18.3 Pune ...............................3.0......26.6...... 21.8

Goa..........................0.8......30.0...... 25.3 Raipur...........................16.0......31.7...... 24.7

Guwahati ..............30.0......36.5...... 24.1 Ranchi ............................0.4......30.2...... 22.6

Hubballi ................... —......24.0...... 22.0 Shillong ........................14.0......27.0...... 17.2

Hyderabad..............0.1......26.0...... 21.7 Shimla ............................1.0......21.8...... 18.2

Imphal ....................7.0......32.2...... 23.0 Srinagar........................... —......32.5...... 20.9

Jaipur ...................... —......33.3...... 27.2 Thiruvananthapuram .......21.0......30.5...... 23.4

Kochi.....................26.0......27.4...... 23.6 Tiruchi ............................. —......33.9...... 26.6

Kohima .................80.0......23.8...... 18.9 Vijayawada...................... —......... —..........—

Kolkata .................... —......35.0...... 26.0 Visakhapatnam.............55.0......32.1...... 25.6

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Gurugram,

Haryana recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 255

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Shillong,

Meghalaya recorded a

healthy AQI score of 10

Ahmedabad ..... ...8 ..30 67 ....... 1 ....38 ......*

Bengaluru ........ ...6 ..21 .— ..... 30 ....65 ......*

Chennai............ ...2 ..15 .— ..... 42 ....86 ......*

Delhi ................. ...7 ..12 39 ... 160 ...147 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .19 ..17 18 ... 128 ....96 ......*

Kolkata............. ...4 137 14 ..... 35 ....31 ......*

Lucknow........... ...9 ..36 39 ..... 29 ....76 ......*

Mumbai ............ ...2 ..27 84 ..... 16 ....29 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..23 74 ..... 26 ....37 ......*

Visakhapatnam ...8 ..40 25 ..... 39 ....49 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

U
nion Minister of
State for Petroleum
and Natural Gas

and Thrissur MP Suresh
Gopi said here on Sunday
that it was the Election
Commission, and not him,
that should respond to alle-
gations of voter list manip-
ulation in the Lok Sabha
election in 2024 in
Thrissur.

He commented for the
�rst time on the raging
controversy while speak-
ing to presspersons.

“It is the Chief Election
Commissioner who should
answer your doubts. Why
didn’t I respond? Because
it is not my responsibility. I
am a Minister, and I have
ful�lled my duties. Those
who must reply will reply.

If you have more ques-
tions, ask them — or wait
until the matter comes be-
fore the Supreme Court,”
he said. “A few monkeys
have jumped out raising al-
legations.” 

The controversy erupt-
ed over allegations that Mr.

Gopi and his family had
shifted their votes to Thris-
sur using a false a�davit
ahead of the Lok Sabha
election. The City Police
Commissioner has ordered
an investigation. Docu-
ments have surfaced show-
ing that the Minister’s

brother held votes in both
Thrissur and Kollam.

‘An insult to people’
Kerala Pradesh Congress
Committee Political A�airs
Committee member T.N.
Prathapan said Mr. Gopi
should not think he could
escape the criminal charg-
es. “This is not a case of a
family shifting residence
and updating their voter
ID. In the past two elec-
tions, Mr. Gopi’s vote was
registered in Thiruvanan-
thapuram. But this time,
he and his family became
part of a criminal conspira-
cy to add nearly 75,000
fake votes in Thrissur,” he
alleged. “His remarks are
unbecoming of a people’s
representative. In fact,
through his words, Mr. Go-
pi has shown that he is un-
�t to represent Thrissur.”

Let EC respond on voter list
fraud row, says Suresh Gopi 
Union Minister breaks silence on Opposition allegation that he and his family had shifted their

votes to Thrissur using a false a�davit; Congress says charges will be proven in an investigation

The Hindu Bureau
THRISSUR

Once again cracking the
whip on indiscipline that
would also serve as a warn-
ing for others, the Con-
gress in Karnataka has is-
sued a show-cause notice
to its MLA for Channagiri,
Shivaganga V. Basavaraj,
asking him to explain why
he spoke about the Karna-
taka Chief Minister’s post
despite the high command
instructing party members
not to speculate over it in
public.

The notice comes in the
light of his repeated utte-
rances in public over De-
puty Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar taking over
the reins from Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah. 

Mr. Basavaraj, a follower
of Mr. Shivakumar and
�rst-time legislator from
Channgiri in Davangere
district, has been making
statements on leadership
change often. 

Recently, he claimed
that by December, Mr. Shi-
vakumar could become
Chief Minister.

The action against him
comes close on the heels of
the sacking of Cooperation
Minister K.N. Rajanna, a
close follower of Mr. Sidda-
ramaiah, from the Cabinet
a few days ago allegedly for
his statements on leader-
ship and party matters and
his recent remarks on
“vote theft”, indicating
that the party was respon-
sible for it, embarrassing
party leader Rahul Gandhi,
who has taken up a cam-
paign against “vote theft”.

The actions against lead-
ers from both camps is be-

lieved to be a warning for
others not to make public
statements on party’s in-
ternal matters.

The disciplinary com-
mittee of the Karnataka
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (KPCC), headed by
former Deputy Chairman
of the Rajya Sabha K. Rah-
man Khan, issued the not-
ice on Sunday and asked
Mr. Basavaraj to reply with-
in seven days.

“Your repeated state-
ments in public as report-
ed by media have not only
caused embarrassment to
the party, but have also
created confusion. These
public statements amount
to indiscipline. The KPCC
disciplinary committee has
taken a serious note of the
indiscipline and decided to
issue a show-cause notice
seeking your explanation
within seven days of this
notice reaching you,” the
notice signed by Mr. Nive-
dith Alva, committee of-
�ce-bearer, said. 

Their public statements
are being made because of
a purported agreement ov-
er leadership rotation,
which has been denied by
Mr. Siddaramaiah. 

The Chief Minister, in a
bid to quell the specula-
tion, has reiterated that he
would complete the full
term.

Congress MLA gets
notice for remarks
on leadership change

Shivaganga V. Basavaraj 

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Seeking that the alleged
mass burial issue in Dhar-
masthala should not be
politicised, Karnataka
Home A�airs Minister G.
Parameshwara has said
that Special Investigation
Team (SIT) o�cials will de-
cide on whether to conti-
nue the probe or not.

Speaking to pressper-
sons in Bengaluru on Sun-
day, the Home Minister
said that the Dharmasthala

issue is one of law and jus-
tice with a complaint being
�led, and the police who
have taken up the case will
probe it.

“If any evidence is
found, a chargesheet will
be �led in court. The SIT
has to be given time to
probe the complaint to
know the truth instead of
bringing in a religious an-
gle to it or politicising it,”
said Mr. Parameshwara.

Stating that the govern-
ment has not issued any
speci�c direction to the

SIT, the Home Minister
said that the decision to
submit an interim report
on the probe was left to the
discretion of the SIT
o�cials. 

‘Do not politicise’
The Home Minister said
that no one, including the
Chief Minister, is interven-
ing in the matter. 

Reacting to Deputy
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar’s allegations that
there could be a conspira-
cy, Dr. Parameshwara said

that the issue should not be
politicised, and one can
imagine the consequences
of such politicisation. 

Meanwhile, responding
to presspersons’ queries in
Bengaluru, Mr. Shivaku-
mar described the BJP’s
campaign-cum-rally in
Dharmasthala as “political
yatra and not a religious
yatra”.

He argued that Dhar-
masthala was a property of
the general public and not
a private property of the
BJP.

‘SIT to decide on Dharmasthala probe’ 
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

REMEMBRANCE

Union Minister for Coal
and Mines G. Kishan Red-
dy, on Sunday, said that re-
ducing GST slabs as an-
nounced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during his
Independence Day speech
is sure to put more money
in the hands of people.
This, in turn, should help
in buying a house, which is

a long-felt emotional need
for many people, he said.

The Modi Government
policies in the last 11 years
have not only helped the
middle class ful�l their
dream of owning a house,
but also fuelled the growth
of the real estate industry,
he maintained while ad-
dressing the Confederation
of Real Estate Developers
Association of India, Hyde-
rabad chapter (CREDAI) on

the second day of property
show here.

Housing loan
With the Reserve Bank of
India keeping interest rates
low, housing loans have be-
come a�ordable and
monthly instalments with-
in the income range. So,
more citizens are likely to
opt for buying a new home
and expand the real estate
market, he said.

The Centre’s “Ease of
Living” policy to improve
the basic civic amenities in
the urban areas has also
aided in giving a boost to
the industry. 

The Minister said that
20% population have been
lifted out of poverty during
the NDA regime, and he ex-
pressed the hope that as
they move up the income
ladder, the demand for
housing will only rise.

‘GST slab cuts will boost real estate industry’
The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD
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I
n what must be seen as a rap on the knuckles
of the Election Commission of India (ECI),
the Supreme Court of India ordered it to pu-

blish the names of 65 lakh voters excluded from
Bihar’s draft electoral roll, and the reasons, fol-
lowing the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) exer-
cise. That it required the Court to compel the ECI
to follow the basic principles of natural justice for
these voters underscores the pressing lacunae in
the institution’s conduct of the SIR and the pre-
sumptuous and hasty manner of its implementa-
tion. There has been no consolidated list of the
excluded electors whose names, the ECI claims,
have been removed because they have died, or
are untraceable or have fake/duplicate entries.
No reasons have been provided against each
name. Data analysed by The Hindu and ground
reports have highlighted signi�cant anomalies. A
much higher number of women (close to 32 lakh)
than men (close to 25 lakh) have been excluded
despite more men having migrated, and recent
death rates having been slightly higher among
men too. Reports indicate that several voters
have been wrongly identi�ed as dead or had not
been enumerated despite having valid voter IDs
and proof of residence across areas. The Court’s
intervention now provides a meaningful way —
the ECI deadline of September 1 to complete the
�ling of claims and objections is near — for such
voters to address their anomalous situations.

The Court will continue to hear the case on the
SIR which has other problematic elements to it.
The constitutionality of the exercise itself, con-
ducted after the ECI’s own summary revision in
January, remains to be adjudicated. Also, the ECI
still insists that enumerated voters in the draft roll
are vetted by Election Registration O�cers based
on the availability of one of 11 indicative docu-
ments, which do not include the more universal-
ly available Aadhaar or ration cards. With the
Court ordering the ECI to allow excluded citizens
to �le objections with their Aadhaar card and
having nudged it to accept this document in two
previous hearings, the ECI must now include the
Aadhaar card as an identity document also. The
Court’s order also shines a light on the ECI’s use
of non-transparent means to conduct the SIR; it
has made it onerous for civil society to parse the
electoral rolls and it continues to use that ploy
even now by refusing to put up the full list of
those excluded and the reasons in one place. Un-
iversal adult franchise has been a cornerstone of
India’s democracy since Independence. The up-
coming hearings in the case and the ECI’s actions
in rectifying its role in Bihar’s SIR process will go
a long way in assuaging serious concerns about
the voter enrolment process in the country today.

Roll recall 
The Supreme Court’s intervention

highlights the ECI’s procedural failures 

T
he much-anticipated summit between
U.S. President Donald Trump and his
Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin in

Anchorage, Alaska, did not yield a breakthrough
on the Ukraine war but appeared to narrow the
gaps between their positions on how to end the
con�ict. While Ukraine was the most contentious
issue on the agenda, the summit was signi�cant
for several reasons. Relations between the
world’s two largest nuclear powers have been de-
�ned by hostility and mutual distrust. A stable,
predictable relationship and the prospect of a
new arms control pact — hinted at by Mr. Putin —
are critical not just for stability in Eastern Europe
but also for broader global stability. Yet, rebuild-
ing Russo-American ties is inconceivable without
peace in Ukraine. All sides in the Ukraine war pu-
blicly claim that they are committed to peace, but
they di�er sharply on how to achieve it. Ukraine
and its European partners have called for an im-
mediate cease�re, a demand reiterated by Mr.
Trump before meeting Mr. Putin. Russia has re-
sisted calls for a cease�re, insisting instead on a
comprehensive peace agreement that addresses
what Mr. Putin calls the con�ict’s “root causes”.
Mr. Trump appeared to endorse the Russian line
when he said “the best way to end the horri�c
war” is to go directly to a peace agreement.

While the downside of the summit was its fai-
lure to deliver a breakthrough, the positive side is
that it opened a diplomatic path that could lead
to con�ict resolution. Mr. Trump, who claimed
that he and Mr. Putin agreed on “many points”,
spoke with European, NATO and Ukrainian lead-
ers after the meeting. Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy is expected to visit the White
House on Monday to discuss Mr. Putin’s propo-
sal. Mr. Trump also suggested that it is now “up to
Zelenskyy” to strike a deal with Russia, “a very
big power”. Russia has consistently made three
core demands to end the war — recognition for
the Ukrainian territories it has annexed and Uk-
raine’s “neutrality” and “demilitarisation”. Post-
summit reports suggest that Mr. Putin is open to
freezing the war along the frontlines in the south
(Zaporizhzhia and Kherson) provided Russia re-
tains full control of Donbas (Donetsk and Lu-
hansk). A settlement could also involve Russian
withdrawal in the northeast (Kharkiv). Ukraine
has so far said that it would not concede land for
peace. The challenge before Mr. Trump is to sus-
tain the talks aimed at narrowing the di�erences
further to reach a workable compromise. While it
makes perfect sense to end the war on practical
terms, Mr. Trump should not impose an agree-
ment on Kyiv. Peace would prevail in Eastern Eu-
rope only if Ukraine’s security concerns are ad-
dressed and it is provided with credible
assurances that Russia would not invade it again.

New start 
Ukraine’s security concerns must be

addressed for lasting peace  

I
n his Independence Day addresses
delivered from the Red Fort, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has been
exhorting fellow citizens to preserve the

memory of those who overthrew colonial rule.
Even as his reminders have been timely, his
tactics — enumerating a few freedom �ghters’
names and including some of their words in his
speeches — are as well-worn as the Archaeological
Survey of India’s (ASI) approach to conserving the
nation’s built heritage. With a few exceptions, the
ASI has largely been content with selecting
monuments, isolating them, repairing them and
occasionally polishing them. Given the enormity
and complexity of India’s past and the risk of
large sections of it fading from our collective
consciousness, it is time to articulate a more
thoughtful and holistic approach to the
conservation of ASI monuments.

Acknowledging that the current frameworks
informing conservation are the result of certain
historical circumstances is important. Driven by a
conviction that edi�ces, if properly analysed, can
unlock histories of communities and thus allow
for governing them more e�ectively, colonial
o�cers located and catalogued pillars, rock-cut
caves, stupas, temples, mosques, citadels, water
reservoirs, and other edi�ces, promulgated
historical preservation laws, and prescribed
procedures for maintaining their structural
integrity. John Marshall’s Conservation Manual
(1923) advocated extensive repair of ancient
monuments and reshaping their immediate
surroundings into gardens. 

Marshall’s handbook continues to in�ect the
preservation of about 3,600 ASI sites, along with
new laws, amendments, and provisions of
international agreements. Notwithstanding these
e�orts, �eld surveys, audit reports, and court
rulings establish that many protected monuments
are falling apart. Recommendations of a
conservation policy enunciated in 2014 are being
irregularly followed. Not surprisingly, the
government has begun to invite corporations to
adopt monuments.

A road map for conserving monuments
Studying the writings of modern India builders is
one way to begin articulating a new approach to
conserving monuments. Consider lessons
provided by Sarvodaya, Mahatma Gandhi’s
transcreation of a collection of essays by John
Ruskin, a Victorian art critic. His rendering
accentuated the art critic’s advocacy of improving
the social condition of all individuals irrespective
of their backgrounds, discussed the importance
of all vocations, and endorsed his admiration of
craftspersons and their labour, even as it
critiqued Ruskin’s valorisation of Britain’s
imperial ambitions. Might the lessons that Gandhi
learned and promoted inspire the ASI’s new

conservation manual to propose the following:
when an edi�ce is conserved not only is its
structural fabric to be tended, but the lives of all
those who live around it and visit it are to be
improved; and interpretive materials at an edi�ce
should enable visitors to appreciate its builders’
sophistication, inventiveness, and resilience.

Conservation is a shared concern of
contemporary practitioners of diverse disciplines
including translators, health-care professionals,
wildlife biologists, mycologists, and economists.
By convening dialogues among and between
these experts at various venues, listening to how
they comprehend terms such as repair,
preservation, and restoration and observing how
audiences respond to them, the ASI can identify
more principles of their new conservation
manual.

Translators today are attentive to the style and
mood that the authors of source texts have sought
to nurture and are grasping how sentences are
formed and meanings generated in unalike
languages. They are recognising that
connotations change over time. Thus, their
outputs are intricate works in dialogical
relationships with assorted pasts, and not
obsequious reproductions of texts initially written
in other languages. Can such viewpoints inspire
the ASI conservation manual to recommend that
archaeologists acknowledge their distance
between the deep past and contemporary
moment and make their physical interventions of
a monument’s fabric clearer for visitors to
discern? Contemporary translators sophisticated
thinking of a particular language aptness to
render anew a certain text may also be used to
inform a clause in the new manual: that periodic
reviews be undertaken of the aptness of
preservation materials to ensure that they do not
harm historical fabrics.

Varied perspectives are important
Humans preserve themselves by saving
memories. Listening to divergent perspectives
allows memories to be exercised and sustains
their propagation. Such insights should inspire
the ASI to study how visitors are using protected
monuments today and craft conservation
principles thereafter. One way to do so would be
to o�er visitors opportunities to participate in
open-ended conversations about their
experiences.

Wildlife biologists are also thinking about
protection. They reason that supporting a range
of interactions occurring among and between
sundry biotic and abiotic elements in an
ecosystem and exchanges between networks are
more e�cacious strategies for restoring waning
populations than safeguarding individual
animals. Following this line of reasoning, might
the ASI conservation manual recommend that

archaeologists pay more attention to linkages
between monuments and water bodies, �elds,
deserts, forests and settlements around them and
deliberate whether certain boundary walls may
be dismantled.

Mycologists have found that fungi are far from
unsettling sights. Fungi are powerful agents that
break down organic matter, form mutually
bene�cial relationships with plants including
helping them access nutrients, cause diseases in
humans but also provide medicines, and help
produce food. Such discernments can stimulate
the ASI’s manual to encourage the conservation
of thousands of small, half-forgotten ancient
monuments strewn across the country. Old city
walls, cisterns, cenotaphs and dovecotes can
have multiple bene�ts for communities living
around them including securing neighbourhoods,
recharging ground water aquifers, bringing
visitors who might boost local economies,
providing habitats and creating public spaces.

Finally, contemporary economists’ �ndings
may also be generative. They have shown that
value is produced by how things work and not
just by their appearance. Following this dictum,
the conservation manual may propose that it is
more important for archaeologists to restore a
haveli’s natural ventilation systems than to
regularly repaint its façade. Emphasising a
particular resource’s scarcity is another way in
which value is created. Thus, further research
should be undertaken to advance our knowledge
of what makes ASI monuments sites of national
signi�cance. The new knowledge be used to
justify larger budgets for their protection. The
economic concept of creative destruction as an
impetus for growth may also be utilised. For
example, it can guide the transformation of old
temples submerged in the reservoirs of large
dams into laboratories for developing and testing
technologies to document underwater sites and
forge innovative alliances between historians,
geologists and marine biologists.

The citizen’s role
In a country as diverse as ours, conservation’s
meaning and value are always going to be
positional and contested. Thus, all of us as
ordinary citizens can help shape a new
conservation manual by becoming more aware of
our own locations and actions. We can also assist
by further educating ourselves. Learning to read
the language of the stones that monuments are
built of, will allow us to listen to stories they tell
and amplify largely silenced voices. We will also
be able to glean builders’ biases and use
monuments as mirrors to confront our
prejudices. Ultimately acquiring such literacy will
empower us to discover India as a monument
without walls and preserve ourselves as we shape
a new future.

A conservation manual, drafted by the ordinary citizen 

Nachiket
Chanchani

is an Associate

Professor in the
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There needs to
be a more
thoughtful and
holistic
approach to the
conservation of
the
Archaeological
Survey of
India’s
monuments

I
n his address to Namibia’s National Assembly
in July this year, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi quoted a Namibian poet, invoked the

symbolism of the Welwitschia mirabilis plant (the
national plant) and the Springbok, and sprinkled
his remarks with phrases in Oshiwambo, earning
laughter and applause.

The gesture suggested a deliberate e�ort to
engage with culturally meaningful terms,
re�ecting a more grounded approach to
partnership-building. It is a sharp contrast to
western engagement, which continues to be
shaped by conditional aid, travel bans, and
episodic withdrawals such as the recent USAID
cutback, and is increasingly tied to migration
deterrence, with assistance hinging on
controlling outward migrant �ows.

The steps being pursued
India is pursuing a quieter, adaptive approach,
favouring alignment over instruction and forming
issue-based coalitions. Underlying this appears to
be a deliberate three-step logic: evoking shared
historical solidarities, engaging in present-day
pragmatic cooperation, and investing in
long-term, future-oriented ties. This o�ers
insights into what more thoughtful, durable
partnerships with African states might look like.

The �rst step anchors diplomacy in a shared
anti-colonial heritage, drawing on historical
memory not as nostalgia, but as a legitimate force
of solidarity. There are gentle but meaningful
reminders: that New Delhi hosted the South West
Africa People’s Organization’s �rst-ever
diplomatic o�ce during Namibia’s liberation
struggle; that Lieutenant General Diwan Prem
Chand, an Indian o�cer, commanded the United
Nations peacekeeping forces during Namibia’s
delicate transition to independence. These
references are not incidental. They create a sense
of long-haul engagement, contrasting with the
episodic presence of many other powers.

Second is to highlight the depth and the
breadth of current cooperation. New Delhi’s
bilateral trade with Windhoek is $800 million,
modest but growing, and supported by a $12

billion development partnership across Africa.
More signi�cant are India’s targeted investments
in capacity-building, including the India-Namibia
Centre of Excellence in IT at the Namibia
University of Science and Technology, and the
‘India Wing’ at the University of Namibia’s
Ongwediva campus, funded by a $12 million
grant. These e�orts leverage India’s strengths in
IT and respond to Namibia’s youthful population
and digital readiness.

Third, and closely linked, India is laying out a
road map for the future by pivoting toward
knowledge-based cooperation. Namibia’s recent
adoption of India’s Uni�ed Payments Interface
(UPI), the �rst country in Africa to implement
this, signals a quiet revolution in tech diplomacy.
If this succeeds, it will o�er a model for
transferring not just digital tools but also
regulatory frameworks, institutional design, and
user-centric tech architectures that India has
stress-tested at scale.

Advantage Namibia
Crucial to this approach is the choice of partner.
Namibia’s political stability, rich mineral
resources and growing technological base o�er a
strong foundation for India’s engagement,
grounded in shared histories and aligned futures.
President Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah’s call to
reform global economic and �nancial systems for
fairness and resilience echoes India’s own vision
for inclusive, equitable governance. More than a
bilateral partner, Namibia is a key collaborator in
the Global South’s broader e�ort to reshape
international rules in line with their collective
aspirations, agency, and demand for a more just
world order.

While India and Namibia share a compelling
vision for partnership, consistent follow-through
remains a challenge. India’s developmental
ambitions are often criticised for uneven
implementation, and its engagement with Africa
has seen long lapses, evident in the recent visit to
Namibia by an Indian head of government, the
�rst in nearly three decades. 

Though symbolically important, the visit’s

outcomes were modest: two memoranda of
understanding on entrepreneurship and health,
and Namibia’s accession to the Global Biofuels
Alliance and the Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure. These are valuable steps but fall
short of the scale the moment, and the bilateral
potential, clearly calls for.

Notably absent was any major agreement on
Namibia’s critical mineral reserves. As a leading
uranium producer, Namibia is a natural partner
for countries such as India seeking resilient
low-carbon supply chains. The visit o�ered a
clear opportunity to outline a strategic
framework, including resource access, local
workforce development, or investment in value
addition. Though the issue was acknowledged,
discussions ultimately failed to produce concrete
outcomes.

Regardless, India’s approach, while not
without its gaps, stands out not just for what it
o�ers but also how it engages. India’s quiet
recalibration emphasises trust built through
inclusive dialogue, acknowledging histories, and
letting African priorities shape the agenda.

Move beyond symbolism
The upcoming India-Africa Forum Summit,
anticipated in the near term, could serve as a vital
platform to formalise and solidify these
diplomatic e�orts through institutional
cooperation. It presents an opportunity for India
to build on recent momentum and demonstrate
that its commitment to partnership and mutual
respect is backed by enduring political resolve.

Delivering on this vision, however, will require
more than symbolism. It will entail confronting
structural and operational shortcomings at home
and ensuring that India’s strategic ambitions are
matched by sustained investment and
institutional coherence. Ultimately, India’s
credibility as a Global South partner will rest not
only on what it commits to but also on how
consistently and collaboratively it follows
through.

The views expressed are personal

In Namibia, India shows a new way to engage Africa 

Veda
Vaidyanathan 
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New Delhi is
quietly
reshaping its
Africa
engagement,
with smart and
issue-based
partnerships

Alaska summit

U.S. President Donald
Trump’s summit with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin in Alaska has only
highlighted the danger of
treating diplomacy like a
property deal. Mr. Trump’s
advice to Ukraine — “make
a deal, Russia is very big
and they’re not” —

State has been pointing an
accusing finger against the
Governor, accusing them of
being driven by an agenda
and hindering development
in the respective State.

C.V. Aravind,
Bengaluru

Governors is strange.
Perhaps the government
should also care to explain
the phenomenon of only
Governors in
Opposition-ruled States
turning into a thorn in the
flesh for
democratically-elected
State governments. Almost
every Opposition-ruled

Unless Mr. Trump proves he
can deliver more than
theatrics, his “deal-making”
will remain posturing, not
peace-making.
Gopalaswamy J.,

Chennai

On Governors

The central government’s
rigorous defence of State

compromise feels like
balance, not capitulation.
Mr. Trump leans on bluster
and boasts. His oft-repeated
claim that he “stopped the
India–Pakistan war” was
flatly questioned in India. If
such exaggerations define
his approach, why should
Ukrainians or Europeans
trust him with their future?

trivialises a war over
sovereignty and security.
Peace is built painstakingly,
with credibility, trust, and
sustained negotiation.
A mediator must inspire
confidence in both parties,
not issue threats or
headlines. He must present
multiple frameworks — Plan
A, B, and C — so that
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STATE OF PLAY

A
ndhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu’s visit to

Singapore from July 26 to 30
was a strategic exercise in eco-
nomic diplomacy — an e�ort
to rea�rm his government’s
commitment to building a glo-
bally competitive investment
climate while quietly distanc-
ing the state from the shadow
of policy volatility that marked
the previous YSRCP regime.

Mr. Naidu’s foreign bet-
ween 2014 and 2019 and now
in 2025 are stories of con-
trasts. Between 2014 and 2019,
in his �rst term as Chief Minis-
ter of a State that had been
newly bifurcated, Mr. Naidu
wanted to create a capital, at-
tract foreign investment, and
market Andhra Pradesh as an
innovation-led region. Amara-
vati was the centrepiece of this
vision, and Singapore played a
starring role through consul-
tancy company Surbana Ju-
rong’s master plan.

His �rst-round global en-
gagements were aspirational.
They focused on building
brand Andhra, learning best
practices in governance, agri-
culture, and infrastructure,
and positioning the State as
the ‘Sunrise Andhra Pradesh’.
The results were mixed: he se-
cured signi�cant goodwill and
several MoUs, but political
headwinds and �scal con-
straints meant that not all
plans matured into reality.

In 2025, the circumstances
could not be more di�erent.
Returning to power after de-
feating the YSRCP, Mr. Naidu
has inherited a State grappling
with damaged investor con�-
dence, policy reversals, and
economic slowdown. This
time, his travels have the ur-
gency of a rescue mission. The

rhetoric has shifted from
building something entirely
new to repairing and restoring
what was lost. The narrative
now is ‘Reset and Rebuild
Andhra Pradesh’.

One of the most notable
shifts in Mr. Naidu’s 2025 pitch
is its geographic focus. The
spotlight has moved from Am-
aravati to Visakhapatnam,
now framed as the State’s eco-
nomic nucleus. Amaravati —
once his crowning vision —
was derailed, mocked, and
abandoned under the pre-
vious regime. By contrast, Vi-
sakhapatnam o�ers a com-
pelling narrative: a coastal city
with thriving port infrastruc-
ture, tech parks, and emerg-
ing data clusters, well-posi-
tioned as the ‘Gateway to
Southeast Asia’.

Singapore investors were
told of opportunities in green
hydrogen, quantum comput-
ing, and digital infrastructure.
Mr. Naidu’s meetings high-
lighted Google’s interest in es-
tablishing a data centre, along-
side new housing projects
with Surbana Jurong and an
Eversendai facility. These sig-
nals were meant to show that
Andhra Pradesh is back on the
map for cutting-edge sectors.

Yet the conversations in
Singapore were inevitably
shaped by the past. The
YSRCP government’s abrupt
withdrawal from key Singa-
pore-linked projects remains
fresh in institutional memory.

From 2019 to 2024, several
high-pro�le MoUs and joint
ventures with Singaporean en-

tities were unilaterally can-
celled or left to wither. This
had a chilling e�ect, not just in
Singapore but in global busi-
ness circles that had been
watching Andhra Pradesh’s
trajectory. While no o�cial in
Singapore publicly criticised
the previous administration
during Mr. Naidu’s visit, the
message during private con-
versations was reportedly that
they would “revert after mak-
ing an internal assessment”.

The Telugu diaspora’s em-
brace of Naidu was unambigu-
ous. Over 2,500 NRIs gathered
to greet him. But in boar-
drooms, investors wanted to
see sustained stability and ear-
ly wins before making major
commitments.

Mr. Naidu knows the criti-
cism from his �rst term — that
too many MoUs failed to mate-
rialise — still hangs over him.
This time, he cannot a�ord a
repeat. For Naidu 2.0 to suc-
ceed, agreements must tran-
slate into jobs, infrastructure,
and visible economic growth.

If the Singapore trip yields
tangible results within the
next year and a half, Mr. Naidu
will not only consolidate his
position at home but also set a
precedent for how Indian
chief ministers can leverage
foreign engagements to drive
State-level economic diploma-
cy. If not, critics will portray it
as an expensive exercise in pu-
blic relations, echoing the op-
position YSRCP’s current
claims that the visit was more
show than substance.

The stakes in 2025 are high-
er than in 2014. Back then, Mr.
Naidu had the luxury of time
and the novelty of leading a
new State. Today, he faces a
compressed political calendar
and the burden of repairing
both the state’s economic nar-
rative and his own political le-
gacy. Ultimately, the Singa-
pore visit is less a victory lap
than the opening move in a
long, complex game.

The journey to Singapore is just a start 
Naidu has to repair the State’s economic narrative and his own political legacy 

G.V.R. Subba Rao
subbarao.gavaravarapu@thehindu.co.in
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Dubai, Aug. 17: This little Sheikhdom’s
once-active gold smugglers have run into rough
times, victims of high international prices and
an Indian crackdown.

Dubai alone imported a good chunk of the
non-communist world’s gold production of 258
tonnes in 1970. Five years later imports have
dropped to only �ve tonnes.

In the boom days, most of the gold was
minted in London and Zurich into small bars,
airfreighted to Dubai and loaded in Arabian
dhows of timeless design.

The dhows sailed through the Arabian Sea to
slip the precious metal into India and Pakistan
for sale to black-market dealers. But those days
are gone, at least for the time being.

“There are really three reasons why the gold
has dwindled almost to nil here,” said a banker
formerly engaged in the trade. “There has been
pressure from India, the �uctuations in the
world gold price have put the risk up and the
business expansion here has provided other
outlets for speculative investment.”

A Pakistani took time o� from his new job of
dealing in steel bars, portland cement and gold
in Dubai’s stock and commodity exchange to
explain: “The �nancial risks in smuggling gold to
India are now three times greater than they
were �ve years ago.” 

A Dubai-based smuggler could make an
average 10 per cent net pro�t on each trip.
Making several trips a month, he could soon
double his stake. While the price of gold on the
Indian black market has gone up, it has not kept
pace with the world price.

The dhows now carry expensive watches and
luxury fabrics. But this trade too has su�ered a
recession, with ringleaders in the smuggling
network being rounded up. “You can’t totally
stop it,” said an Indian diplomat here. “It has
always gone on and it will always go on.”

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 18, 1975

Boom days no more for
Dubai gold dealers 

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Berlin, Aug. 17: It is reported from Leningrad
that the reorganisation of the State Library there
has resulted in the unearthing of an ancient
Persian manuscript which orientalists of the
Soviet Academy of Sciences declare is the �rst
manuscript original version of the Thousand
and One Nights, about 1,800 years old.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 18, 1925

The “Arabian nights” 

A
t least a few from the
ruling dispensation
have asked why the
Opposition is not

formally taking up the electoral
roll issue before the Supreme
Court. However, the reluctance
shown by the major Opposition
parties is quite reasonable and
even justi�able.

The Modi regime promulgated
the Chief Election Commissioner
and Other Election
Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of
O�ce) Act in 2023 with a view to
nullify the Constitution Bench
judgment in Anoop Baranwal v.
Union of India (2023). The Act
excluded the Chief Justice of India
(CJI) and included a Cabinet
Minister to be nominated by the
Prime Minister in his place, as part
of the Selection Committee for
choosing the Election Commission
of India (ECI). This statute was
legally challenged in several writ
petitions which are yet to be
�nally heard. Signi�cantly, the
petitioners also sought a stay of
the enactment. A Bench, led by
Justice Sanjiv Khanna (as he then
was), heard the application for a
stay and rejected it on March 22,
2024, by a detailed order in Dr.
Jaya Thakur and others v. Union of
India (2024). Had the statute been
stayed, the country could have
had a di�erent umpire for the
2024 Lok Sabha elections and the
subsequent Assembly elections. In
all probability, a more
independent ECI could have had
the potential to conduct the
elections more fairly and
impartially. That this did not
happen shows the Supreme
Court’s failure to act at a time
when it was supposed to.

The present type of ECI 
In Anoop Baranwal, the
Constitution Bench analysed
Article 324 of the Constitution
dealing with the appointment of
Election Commissioners. It spoke
of the need to take the
appointment “out of the exclusive
hands of the executive”. It said
that “a pliable ECI, an unfair and
biased overseer of the

foundational exercise of adult
franchise, which lies at the heart
of democracy, who obliges the
powers that be, perhaps o�ers the
surest gateway to acquisition and
retention of power”. The Court
was assertive when it said that
“the outpouring of demands for
an impartial mode of appointment
of the members require, at the
least, the banishing of the
impression that the ECI is
appointed by less than fair
means”. This shows the rationale
behind prescribing the CJI as a
member of the Selection
Committee for the ECI.

Yet, a few months later, the
Centre ensured that only “persons
under the thumb of the
executive”, as feared by Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, dominate the Selection
Committee. When this was shown
to the Supreme Court, it took a
very conservative and dangerous
stand, saying it won’t interfere
with a statute for it carries a
“presumption of validity”. This is
how the present type of ECI was
allowed to function.

At a time when majoritarianism
often rests on electoral frauds,
courts across the world face newer
challenges, both jurisprudential
and political. In a paper titled
‘Abusive Judicial Review: Courts
Against Democracy’ (2020), David
Landau and Rosalind Dixon have
conducted an extensive global
survey on the topic. According to
them, “courts have upheld and
thus legitimated regime actions
that helped actors consolidate
power, undermine the Opposition,
and tilt the electoral playing �eld
heavily in their favour”. They
explain that sometimes “(the)
clever authoritarians often do
their manipulation well before
elections have actually been held,
by consolidating power, stacking
key institutions such as courts and
electoral commissions, and
harassing Opposition parties and
leaders”. The paper says courts in
countries such as Venezuela,
Ecuador, and Bolivia aided and
facilitated electoral frauds which
ensured continuation of
autocracies. On the other hand,
there are few instances where the

courts could prevent electoral
manipulation and the consequent
subversion of democracy. The
judgment in Baranwal exempli�es
such judicial vigilance.

Fourth branch institutions
Article 324 failed to prescribe a
body free from the ruling
executive for installing the ECI.
Modern Constitutions have
reorganised the need to evolve
fourth Branch institutions (in
addition to the executive, the
legislature, and the judiciary)
which are autonomous and
independent of the ruling
dispensation. The Constitution of
South Africa envisages a cluster of
state institutions for “supporting
constitutional democracy”. The
Chapter Nine institutions, as they
are called, include the Electoral
Commission of South Africa. The
silence of the Indian Constitution
prompted the Court in Baranwal
to prescribe a fairer body for
choosing the ECI. It was an
instance of imaginative
interpretation of the relevant
constitutional provision. However,
Parliament failed the Court and
the people when it enacted the
2023 Act. The Court’s refusal to
stay the enactment practically
nulli�ed its own hard labour and
intelligence in rede�ning the ECI
as an independent fourth branch
establishment.

In India, electoral
manipulation, as alleged by the
Opposition, would call for a
deeper and comprehensive
analysis by a fair agency. The
Court, on its own, will not be able
to carry out this exercise. The only
way to rescue our democracy
would be to restore the position
laid down in the Baranwal verdict
and to nullify the 2023 enactment.
A Selection Committee with the
CJI in it will have to induct another
ECI by way of a fresh selection
process. Such an ECI will have to
act as a Truth Commission to
investigate the alleged instances of
electoral scam. The courtesy
expected from the present
dispensation would be to facilitate
such a course by removing the
present ECI.

A case for judicial introspection 

Kaleeswaram Raj

Lawyer at the

Supreme Court of

India, who also

appeared in the

Anoop Baranwal case

The only way to
rescue our
democracy
would be to
restore the
position laid
down in the
Baranwal
verdict and to
nullify the 2023
enactment.

F
or ‘Make in India’ to suc-
ceed, India must “�rst dis-
cover, then invent, and

then make,” said David Gross,
American theoretical physicist
and co-recipient of the 2004 Nobel
Prize in Physics, at the inaugural
Quantum India Bengaluru Summit
2025. Investment in research and
development (R&D) and the
strengthening of innovation capa-
bilities are particularly relevant, gi-
ven the growing uncertainty in
global trade and �nancial �ows.

How is India faring on the inno-
vation front? Are we moving to-
wards producing technology of
our own? Statistics from the O�ce
of the Controller General of Pa-
tents, Designs, and Trade Marks
are telling. In the early 2000s,
countries such as China, the U.S.,
Japan, Germany, and South Korea
dominated global �lings, with In-
dian institutions accounting for
less than 20% of the patents �led
domestically. That picture has
shifted dramatically (Chart 1). For
the �rst time in 2023, Indian-origin
�lings surpassed those from any
single foreign country. Indian ap-
plicants accounted for 57% of all
patent �lings — a milestone mark-
ing India’s growing role in the glo-
bal intellectual property ecosys-
tem. Even among granted patents,
India’s share has been rising, over-
taking the U.S. as the second-lar-
gest recipient in 2021.

This transformation did not
happen overnight. India is steadily
moving from being merely a con-
sumer of global technology to be-
coming its creator. This shift re-
�ects the government’s sustained
e�orts to build an innovation-
friendly environment and support
local inventors through initiatives
such as the National Intellectual
Property Rights (IPR) Policy and
the Atal Innovation Mission, which

have encouraged startups, stu-
dents, and researchers to think big
and protect their ideas. Amend-
ments to patent rules have intro-
duced reforms such as expedited
examinations for speci�c groups,
simpli�ed timelines, reduced ap-
plication fees by 80% for educa-
tional institutions, MSMEs, and
startups, and full digitalisation of
�ling and communication. With
continued investment in faster,
more e�cient patent systems,
stronger inventor support, and
better linkage between patents
and commercial value, India’s in-
novation story could strengthen
even further over the next two
decades.

Historically, mechanical and
chemical engineering dominated
the patent landscape. By contrast,
�lings in computer science rose
from just 1.27% in 2000 to 26.5% in
2023, while electrical engineering
grew from 8.27% to 16.41%. Phys-
ics-related patents increased from
2% to 4%, and biomedical patents
jumped from 0.6% to 10% over the
same period.

Nearly 80% of patents �led in
the past two years are still “await-
ing decision,” re�ecting both rising
volumes and bureaucratic and le-
gal complexities. Nonetheless,
processing times have improved.
In the early 2000s, patent grants
could take 8-10 years; by the late
2010s and early 2020s, many were
approved within 2-3 years, with
some granted in the same year of
�ling (Chart 2). This acceleration
re�ects the maturing of India’s in-
tellectual property infrastructure
and its alignment with the govern-
ment’s innovation push.

Even the face of patent �lers in
India is changing. In 2000, about
43% of Indian patents were �led by
companies. But by 2023, this share
fell to under 17% (Chart 3). Mean-
while, the share of �lings from in-
dividuals jumped from under 10%
in 2000 to around 32% by 2023.
Government bodies and hospitals
remained minor contributors.
Educational institutions also in-

creased their share steadily, reach-
ing nearly 43% in recent years. 

Government initiatives have
helped drive this change. For ex-
ample, KAPILA (Kalam Program
for IP Literacy and Awareness),
launched in 2020, promotes IP
awareness in higher education in-
stitutions. The Atal Innovation
Mission, launched in 2016 by NITI
Aayog, fosters problem-solving
skills and entrepreneurship within
universities and research centres.
Awards for outstanding patents by
government and industry bodies
further incentivise innovation.

Universities have also taken the
lead by establishing dedicated IP
cells and legal support units to as-
sist faculty, researchers, and stu-
dents with patent �ling, technolo-
gy transfer, and IP monetisation.
For instance, IIT Madras doubled
its patents granted from 156 in
2022 to 300 in 2023, while IIT
Bombay led nationally in 2023-24
with 421 patents granted.

With government and universi-
ties creating an enabling environ-
ment, sustained increases in re-
search funding are essential to
maintain momentum. Founda-
tional and technology-driven re-
search often starts in university
labs or early-stage startups — long
before patenting. India’s R&D ex-
penditure currently stands at just
0.67% of GDP, far below the U.S.
(3.5%) and China (2.5%). Raising
this to around 2% of GDP is critical
if India is to become a global know-
ledge leader. This investment is
even more urgent in today’s uncer-
tain global trade and �nancial en-
vironment, as India must strive for
self-su�ciency in both consumer
and advanced technologies.

Finally, it is important to ack-
nowledge the relentless e�orts of
professors and researchers, often
working with limited resources, to
expand the boundaries of know-
ledge. Strengthening their work
through greater funding is not just
support for academia; it is a stra-
tegic investment in India’s long-
term growth and global standing.

India’s patent landscape: universities as changemakers
The country is steadily moving from being merely a consumer of global technology to becoming its creator

Twincle Halder 
Vidhya Soundararajan
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From Page One

“According to law, if errors in the voter list are not
reported in time, if an election petition is not �led
in the High Court within 45 days of a voter choos-
ing their candidate, and then attempts are made
to confuse people by using wrong words such as
‘vote theft’, then what else can this be if not an in-
sult to the Constitution of India?” the CEC asked. 

“More than one crore employees are engaged
in the election exercise. Can ‘vote chori’ happen
in such a transparent process?” he added.

On accusations made by the Opposition regard-
ing the Maharashtra Assembly election, he said:
“When the results came, suddenly they remem-
bered that the rolls are wrong? No objection with
evidence has been �led against any voter with the
Maharashtra CEO. The elections happened eight
months ago. Why no election petition was �led?”

“It was said, why so much polling in last hours.
Every hour, there was 10% polling and in the last
hour, there was less than 10% polling. Telling so-
mething repeatedly does not mean it will become
truth,” Mr. Kumar said.

EC tells Rahul to submit
a�davit or apologise

He thanked Mr. Gandhi and other Opposition
leaders for launching the yatra, and praised the
commitment of his father, the ailing RJD patriarch
Lalu Prasad, in attending the rally and amplifying
people’s voices, despite doctors’ advice to avoid
crowds.

Mr. Prasad stressed the need to oust the BJP
from power. “Throw out the thieves and the BJP to
save Bihar. Strengthen the democracy,“ he said.

Party workers and supporters of the Opposi-
tion INDIA bloc gathered in large numbers at the
venue waving �ags and chanting slogans in sup-
port of their party leaders

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge ac-
cused the Election Commission of becoming an
“agent” of the government. “People should help
us to protect the Constitution. Baba Saheb Am-
bedkar’s Constitution allows everyone to cast
their votes....Congress is �ghting to save your
votes,” he said. The BJP and RSS are dangerous for
poor people, women and youth, he said. “The BJP
is troubling us everywhere, be it in textbooks or
universities. The Governors have become acolytes
of the government,” he said.

‘Vote theft rampant, 
BJP using false means’

S
even people, includ-
ing �ve children,
were killed in a

cloudburst and landslide
in Kathua district of Jam-
mu and Kashmir early on
Sunday, o�cials said.

Calamity struck Jodh
Ghati village in Rajbagh
and Bagra village in Jan-
glote after heavy overnight
rain in the district, leading
to an increase in the level
of waterbodies and the
submerging of many low-
lying areas, o�cials said.

The cloudburst in Kath-
ua came three days after
�ash �oods triggered by a
cloudburst struck Chisoti
village in Kishtwar district
of Jammu and Kashmir on
August 14, leaving 61 peo-
ple dead and more than
100 injured.

O�cials said a man and
his four sons lost their lives
in Jodh Ghati, which was
hit by the cloudburst,
snapping access to the vil-
lage and causing damage to
several mud houses. A wo-
man and her daughter
were killed in a landslide
triggered by the rain at Ba-
gra village of Janglote. 

The Army has evacuat-
ed six injured people to

hospital from Jodh Ghati.
“Indian Army columns on
the ground in Kathua have
rescued families; they are
providing hope, food, and
care after the cloudburst,”
Rising Star Corps said in a
post on X.

The o�cials identi�ed
the deceased as Surmu Din
(32); his sons Fanu (6), She-
du (5), Zulfoon (15), and Ta-
hu (2), all residents of Jodh
Ghati; and Renu Devi (39)
and her daughter Radhika
(9) in Janglote.

A video on social media
showed a couple of col-

lapsed mud-houses be-
longing to the victims, with
survivors trying to pull out
a half-buried girl from the
rubble and frantically
searching for missing
people.

The landslide also hit
Changda village in the
Kathua police station area
and Dilwan-Hutli in the
Lakhanpur police station
area, but there were no re-
ports of major damage.

The heavy rain have led
to a sharp increase in the
level of most waterbodies,
with the Ujh river nearing

the danger mark, o�cials
said, adding several low ly-
ing areas were submerged
with �ood water entering
homes and shops. The pol-
ice helpline numbers in
Kathua are 9858034100 or
112.

Train tra�c has been
disrupted along the Jam-
mu-Pathankot rail line,
prompting authorities to
cancel local trains and
short-terminate others.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah spoke to Jammu
and Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha and

Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah on situation and as-
sured support. “Spoke
with the Lieutenant Gover-
nor and Chief Minister re-
garding the cloudburst in
Kathua. Relief and rescue
operations are being car-
ried out by the local admi-
nistration, and NDRF
teams have also been
rushed to the site,” Mr.
Shah wrote on X.

CM announces aid
In a post shared on X, Mr.
Abdullah said the assis-
tance from the CM’s relief
fund was aimed at provid-
ing immediate relief and
helping a�ected families
rebuild their lives. 

“Two lakh rupees
would be given to the de-
ceased, ₹1 lakh to the se-
verely injured, and
₹50,000 for minor inju-
ries,” the post read. 

He also sanctioned ₹1
lakh for totally damaged
homes, ₹50,000 for se-
verely damaged houses,
and ₹25,000 for partially
damaged houses.

The weather o�ce has
forecast light to moderate
rain and thunder showers
at many places with in-
tense showers or heavy
rains at few places in Jam-
mu division. 

Five children among seven killed
in cloudburst, landslide in Kathua

All that remains: Damaged structures at a cloudburst-hit village in Kathua district of Jammu and

Kashmir on Sunday. PTI

Five of family, including four children, lost their lives after a cloudburst hit Jodh Ghati village in Rajbagh; a woman and her

daughter died in a landslide at Bagra village in Janglote; Army evacuates injured as Amit Shah promises help from Centre
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Nepal Prime Minister K.P.
Sharma Oli is likely to visit
India in September, sourc-
es said on Sunday as Fo-
reign Secretary Vikram
Misri met Mr. Oli in Kath-
mandu. 

Mr. Misri, who reached
Kathmandu on Sunday
morning, met Foreign Mi-
nister Arzu Rana Deuba
and held a detailed meet-
ing with o�cials of the Ne-
pal Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs led by his counterpart
Amrit Bahadur Rai.

‘Neighbourhood �rst’
“We discussed the full
range of India-Nepal rela-
tions, with a focus on
strengthening our connec-
tivity, trade and develop-
ment cooperation. Nepal
appreciates India’s neigh-
bourhood �rst policy and
looks forward to continued
growth of our bilateral
ties,” said Ms. Rana Deuba
after meeting the Foreign

Secretary. Sources are yet
to provide details of the
points that were discussed
between the two Foreign
Secretaries of India and
Nepal hinting at possible
agreements that could be
taken up during Mr. Oli’s
India visit.

Pending from last year
Prime Minister Oli’s visit to
India has been a pending
matter for the past several
months when the Nepal
side displayed willingness

to schedule it. Mr. Oli took
charge in July last year with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi congratulating him.
Mr. Modi had said: “Look
forward to working closely
to further strengthen the
deep bonds of friendship
between our two countries
and to further expand our
mutually bene�cial coop-
eration for the progress
and prosperity of our peo-
ples.” 

Soon after that on Au-
gust 5, Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina of Bangla-
desh was overthrown in a
student-cum-people’s
uprising highlighting the
need for India to maintain
close ties with leaders in
the neighbourhood.

Closer outreach 
Subsequently, India
reached out to the leaders
in the neighbourhood and
hosted Maldivian President
Mohamed Muizzu in Oc-
tober 2024. However, Mr.
Oli’s visit to India conti-
nued to be delayed. Des-
pite the lack of high-level
political dialogue, Nepal
and India have worked to-
gether in recent months.

Earlier, Nepal support-
ed India’s �ght against ter-
rorism when New Delhi
launched Operation Sin-
door. 

On July 22, India and Ne-
pal held Home Secretary-
level talks in New Delhi
where a decision was taken
to strengthen bilateral se-
curity cooperation and
border management.

Nepal PM likely to visit India next
month; o�cials meet in Kathmandu
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Boosting ties: Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri calls on Nepal Prime

Minister K.P. Sharma Oli in Kathmandu on Sunday. X/ ANI

In what could be the �rst-
of-its-kind draft legislation,
the Uttarakhand Cabinet
on Sunday approved the
Uttarakhand Minority Edu-
cational Institutions Bill,
2025, which, if enacted,
would extend bene�ts
hitherto available only to
Muslim educational insti-
tutions in the State to edu-
cational institutions of
Sikh, Jain, Christian, Budd-
hist, and Parsi
communities.

The Bill will be intro-
duced in the coming ses-
sion of the Legislative As-
sembly, which begins on
August 19.

“The Uttarakhand Ma-
drasa Education Board
Act, 2016 and the Uttarak-
hand Non-Government
Arabic and Persian Madra-
sa Recognition Rules, 2019
will stand repealed from
July 1, 2026,” an o�cial in-

volved in planning the Bill
said.

The State authority will
ensure education meets
the standards set by the Ut-
tarakhand Board of School
Education, and student
evaluations remain fair
and transparent, as per the
Bill.

“The Bill does not inter-
fere in the establishment
and administration of mi-
nority educational institu-
tions, but ensures that edu-
cational excellence is
maintained. To obtain re-
cognition, educational in-
stitutions must be regis-
tered under the Societies
Act, Trust Act, or Compa-
nies Act. Ownership of
land, bank accounts, and
other assets must be in the
name of the institution. Re-
cognition can be with-
drawn in cases of �nancial
mismanagement, lack of
transparency, or activities
against religious and social
harmony,” the o�cial said.

Uttarakhand Cabinet
clears Bill for minority
education institutions
Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The death toll due to a
cloudburst in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Kishtwar district
rose to 61, as rescuers con-
tinued operations for the
fourth day on Sunday, ef-
fecting three more blasts to
blow up boulders around a
major impact spot, o�cials
said.

Army engineers have
started working on setting
up a Bailey bridge to res-
tore connectivity to Chisoti
village and the Machail Ma-
ta shrine, and further in-
tensify the rescue e�orts.

With the recovery of
another body from the de-
bris, o�cials on Sunday
said the death toll had ri-
sen to 61.

The cloudburst struck
Chisoti, the last motorable
village en route the Machail
Mata temple, on August 14,
leaving over 100 injured,
other than the fatalities.
The number of missing
persons has come down to
50, while the bodies of
three persons still remain
unidenti�ed.

The rescuers are utilis-
ing more than a dozen
earth-movers and other
heavy equipment, while
the NDRF has mobilised its
resources, including dog
squads, to speed up the
rescue operation.

Death toll 
in Kishtwar
cloudburst
reaches 61 
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Eight persons, including
�ve women and two chil-
dren, were charred to
death after the car carrying
them collided with an SUV,
landed in a roadside ditch,
and burst into �ames in Su-
rendranagar district of Guj-
arat on Sunday, they police
said.

The accident occurred
on a highway near Dedada-
ra village in Wadhwan talu-
ka around 3.40 p.m. when
the car was headed to-
wards Surendranagar city
from Kadu village.

Soon after the crash, the
car landed in a roadside
ditch and turned into a ball
of �re, trapping all the oc-
cupants even as local peo-
ple looked on helplessly.

“All eight persons in the
car were charred to death,”
Surendranagar DIG Girish
Pandya said.

“Three others travelling
in the SUV escaped with
minor injuries and were
rushed to a hospital,” the
o�cer added.

A police o�cial said the
�re reduced the car to a
burnt shell, and local �re
brigade personnel strug-
gled to extricate the
bodies.

The deceased indivi-
duals included two girls,
aged 10 months and 13
years respectively, �ve wo-
men in the age group of 35-
55 years, and the driver.

“All eight bodies were
taken to the Surendrana-
gar government hospital
for postmortem,” Mr. Pan-
dya said.

Two children among
eight dead in car-SUV
collision in Gujarat
Press Trust of India
SURENDRANAGAR

Former Odisha Chief Mi-
nister and Leader of the
Opposition Naveen Patnaik
was admitted to a city hos-
pital after he complained
of uneasiness on Sunday.

State Health Minister
Mukesh Mahaling, who vi-
sited the hospital, said that
Mr. Patnaik was stable but
was under observation. 

The �ve-time Chief Mi-
nister had just recovered
after a spine surgery in a
Mumbai hospital in June.

The Biju Janta Dal (BJD)
said that the former Chief
Minister was receiving
treatment for dehydration
and his condition was im-
proving fast. 

“With the grace of Lord
Jagannath, he will soon be

discharged,” the BJD said. 
The 78-year-old BJD

chief could not travel much
in the run-up to the 2024
election reportedly due to
bad health condition. 

V. K. Pandian, his trust-
ed aide, had then taken ov-
er the campaign for the
BJD, which was widely be-
lieved to be one of the ma-
jor factors that caused the
party’s loss. 

BJD chief and former
Odisha CM Naveen
Patnaik hospitalised

Naveen Patnaik 
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A section of protesting
teachers who lost their ap-
pointments due to a re-
cruitment scam, plan to
cause violence at a march
to the West Bengal School
Service Commission
(WBSSC) headquarters on
Monday, the police said.

Bidhannagar Deputy
Commissioner of Police
Anish Sarkar released an
audio conversation in
which two persons were al-
legedly planning to incite
violence at the march. 

Sumon Biswas, one of
the protest organisers, re-
jected the allegations. He
said that the teachers will
meet the WBSSC chairman
to demand answers on the
need for a re-examination.

Bengal police
say teachers
plan to incite
violence
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According to sources, the new GST structure, with
18% and 5% rates, will have the twin objectives of
making tax categories and compliance processes
simpler and more rational.

“The new GST regime will make our taxation
more equitable and will see reduced taxes. The
template will be more from the consumers’ point
of view, and will be explained to the States from
the consumers’ point of view.”

The Centre expects any reduction in revenues
to be soon o�set by new buoyancy in the econo-
my stemming from the rate rationalisation and
process simpli�cation. “Reduced rates will not
lead to reduced revenues, and we expect com-
pliance and collection going up,” an o�cial said,
adding that the forthcoming regime will be “�scal-
ly sustainable”.

Most of the items in the 28% rate of the GST will
move to 18% and “a few” will go to a 40% bracket,
which will apply to exceptional items, termed as
“sin goods”, sources said. “Revenues may fall in
the very short run but we expect the change in
consumption and ease of compliance to make up
for it. Thus, it will be a fairly �scally sustainable ex-
ercise,” they added.

Deepavali deadline
The Centre expects the States to be on board with
the proposals in time for the Deepavali deadline –
October 20 – it had set for itself to set the new tax
structure in motion.

In a press release, the Ministry of Finance had
said the Centre would be engaging with the State
governments in the subsequent weeks, in the run-
up to the next GST Council meeting. “I hope all
the States will cooperate with this initiative,” Mr.
Modi said on Sunday.

Two Groups of Ministers (GoMs) comprising re-
presentatives of the State governments — one on
rate rationalisation and another on compensation
cess — will have to approve the changes before
they are sent to the GST Council for approval.

“The concerns regarding any potential revenue
losses are not theirs [Opposition-ruled States]
alone. The Centre and the States should work to-
gether to expand the revenues, using this oppor-
tunity. I do not think anyone will or can oppose
the proposed reduction in rates,” the functionary
said.

Both GoMs, followed by the GST Council, are
expected to meet in the coming weeks. One
source said the compensation cess will soon
cease, before its legal end-date of March 31, 2026. 

That loan will be repaid before time. However,
this also creates a problem for the Centre as the
cess also applies on sin goods like tobacco.

“If the cess ends, then this would substantially
lower the e�ective rate of tax on tobacco, gutka,
and other sin goods,” the source explained. “And
this is something the Centre cannot be doing. So,
this was yet another reason why the GST revamp
needed to be done soon.”

‘GST reforms to bene�t
poor and middle class’

Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai inaugurated the
Bombay High Court’s new
circuit Bench in Kolhapur
district on Sunday.

The Bench was inaugu-
rated after years of de-
mands raised by di�erent
stakeholders to ease the
burden for litigants and la-
wyers facing di�culty in
travelling to Mumbai.

At present, apart from
the principal Bench in
Mumbai, the High Court
has two more Benches — at
Nagpur in the Vidarbha re-
gion and Aurangabad
(Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar) in the Marathwada re-
gion. A third Bench of the
High Court sits in adjoining
Goa.

CJI Gavai
inaugurates
Bombay HC
circuit Bench 
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T
he Opposition ac-
cused the Election
Commission (EC)

of threatening the Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
and displaying “blatant
partisanship” instead of
answering any of the
“pointed” questions raised
by the Opposition parties
on the ongoing special in-
tensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in Bihar. The
Opposition asked if the EC
would implement the Su-
preme Court’s direction to
make public the list of 65
lakh voters not included
on Bihar’s draft electoral
roll.

The revision was aimed
at removing all discrepan-
cies, Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar said at a press con-
ference here on Sunday.
The CEC accused some

parties of “spreading mis-
information” about the
SIR.

Congress general secre-
tary (organisation) K.C. Ve-
nugopal, in a post on X,
said the CEC had made hol-
low claims of neutrality,
failed to respond to Mr.
Gandhi’s pointed ques-
tions, and resorted instead
to veiled threats rather
than committing to tran-
sparency. “It is deeply un-
fortunate for the country
that a major Constitutional
institution has reduced it-
self to a combative, politi-
cally motivated body —

shielding its fast-dwindling
credibility instead of taking
the urgent steps needed to
restore voter trust,” he
said.

SC order
The nation was “waiting
and watching” whether
the EC would implement in
“letter and spirit” the Su-
preme Court’s orders of
August 14, Congress gener-
al secretary (communica-
tions) Jairam Ramesh said.
The top court has directed
the poll panel to publish,
in a searchable format, de-
tails of 65 lakh voters who

have not been included in
Bihar’s draft electoral rolls.

Mr. Kumar’s opening re-
marks that the panel made
no distinction between the
ruling party and the Oppo-
sition was “laughable”, Mr.
Ramesh said. “Notably, the
CEC answered none of the
pointed questions raised
by Shri. Rahul Gandhi
meaningfully,” Mr. Ramesh
said. Mr. Gandhi had
“simply stated facts re-
vealed by the EC’s own da-
ta”, he added. 

“The EC stands tho-
roughly exposed not only
for its incompetence but al-
so for its blatant partisan-
ship,” Mr. Ramesh said.

Senior Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) leader Manoj K.
Jha also accused the CEC of
not answering any impor-
tant questions or address-
ing the “core issues” raised
by the Opposition. “The
manner in which the press
conference was conduct-
ed, it is very di�cult to dis-

tinguish whether it was a
political party holding it or
a body which is supposed
to be a neutral umpire,”
Mr. Jha said.

“The institution is work-
ing hard to �rmly establish
itself as the branch o�ce of
the BJP,” Trinamool Con-
gress’s Rajya Sabha parlia-
mentary party leader De-
rek O’Brien said. 

The EC’s actions risked
plunging the nation into
avoidable chaos and must
be recti�ed immediately,
Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M) general se-
cretary M.A. Baby said.
“Rather than addressing
substantive issues, the CEC
dismissed legitimate com-
plaints, de�ected accoun-
tability, and blamed the
Opposition,” Mr. Baby said.

The EC miserably failed
to answer any of the ques-
tions raised by Mr. Rahul
Gandhi, said CPI National
Council member Binoy Vis-
wam.

CEC ‘resorted to veiled threats
rather than transparency’: Cong.
Opposition accuses EC of threatening Rahul Gandhi, displaying ‘blatant partisanship’, and failing to respond to the pointed

questions they raised on the electoral roll revision in Bihar; CEC defended SIR, dismissing the criticism as ‘misinformation’

The Hindu Bureau
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After a near wash-out of
the last four sittings of the
Monsoon Session of Parlia-
ment as the Treasury
benches rejected the Op-
position’s demand for a de-
bate on the special inten-
sive revision of electoral
rolls in Bihar, the govern-
ment has now listed a “spe-
cial discussion on India’s
�rst astronaut aboard the
International Space Station
and the critical role of the
space programme for a
Viksit Bharat by 2047” on
the Lok Sabha agenda for
Monday.

The discussion has not
been listed in the Rajya
Sabha. Normally, before a
special discussion is decid-
ed for either House, it is ta-
ken up at a meeting of the
Business Advisory Com-
mittee (BAC). However, no
BAC meeting was held last
week.

The Opposition has not
yet decided whether it will
participate in this discus-
sion. “We will take a call at

the Monday morning
meeting of the Opposition
�oor leaders,” the Con-
gress’s Chief Whip in the
Lok Sabha, Kodikunnil Su-
resh, told The Hindu.

Astronaut Group Cap-
tain Shubhanshu Shukla
returned to India in the
early hours of Sunday, af-

ter his visit to the Interna-
tional Space Station. Mr.
Shukla is expected to meet
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday. During
his address at the 79th In-
dependence Day celebra-
tions at the Red Fort on Fri-
day, Prime Minister Modi
said India was developing

its own space station and
highlighted Group Captain
Shukla’s return from a
space mission.

“Our Group Captain
Shubhanshu Shukla has re-
turned from the space sta-
tion. In the coming days,
he is returning to India,”
Mr. Modi had said.

LS to hold special debate on impact
of Shubhanshu Shukla’s space trip
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Warm welcome: Delhi CM Rekha Gupta, along with Union Minister Jitendra Singh, receives Group

Captain Shubhanshu Shukla on his return to India at the airport in New Delhi on Sunday. ANI

Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Gyanesh Ku-
mar on Sunday said the list
of around 65 lakh names
deleted from the draft elec-
toral rolls of Bihar follow-
ing the special intensive re-
vision (SIR) had been
posted on websites of dis-
trict magistrates “within
56 hours” of the Supreme
Court’s order even as he as-
serted that the SIR had be-
come necessary due to the
many complaints received
from political parties over
discrepancies on electoral
rolls over the past 20 years. 

At a press conference on
a day when the Opposition
INDIA bloc began the 16-
day “Vote Adhikar Yatra”
rally from Bihar, the CEC
said the list of deleted vo-
ters was also “searchable”
by elector photo identity
card (EPIC) numbers as
mandated by the Supreme
Court. 

The top court had,

while hearing a bunch of
petitions challenging the
SIR last week, asked the
poll body to publish details
of 65 lakh names deleted
from the voter list with rea-
sons for non-inclusion in a
searchable format.

The CEC though main-
tained on Sunday that
there was a di�erence bet-
ween a machine-readable
voter list and a searchable
voter list. 

“You can search the vo-
ter list available on the
Election Commission web-
site by entering the EPIC
number. You can also
download it. This is not

called machine-readable.”
He said that in 2019, the

Supreme Court also stu-
died this subject in depth
and found that giving a ma-
chine-readable electoral
roll could violate the priva-
cy of the voter.

Opposition parties have
been seeking machine-
readable voter rolls from
the EC. 

The CEC did not directly
reply to questions of how
many foreign nationals, in-
cluding Bangladeshis,
were found during house-
to-house enumeration in
the Bihar SIR and how ma-
ny people had till now sub-
mitted the required list of
11 documents as proof of
their dates and places of
birth.

Separately, he admitted
that there could be errors
in voter lists and knowing-
ly or unknowingly some
people ended up having
multiple voter cards due to
migration and other issues,
he said, and the SIR would
rectify it.

List of names deleted from
Bihar draft rolls shared on
district websites, says CEC 
Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

Gyanesh Kumar

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s failure to mention
the country’s �rst Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
in his Independence Day
speech was “disturbing”,
according to veteran Maha-
rashtra politician and Ra-
jya Sabha member Sharad
Pawar, who heads his own
faction of the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP).

“I heard the Prime Mi-
nister’s speech from the
Red Fort. It was very dis-
turbing that he did not
mention Nehru in his en-
tire speech… Nehru gave
important years of his
youth to the freedom
struggle of India. After In-
dependence, he led the
country and spread the
message of peace world-
wide. Even after his im-
mense contribution, his
name was not taken by the
Prime Minister, which was
unfortunate,” the NCP(SP)
leader said during an event
in Pune.

On the Opposition prot-
est against the Election
Commission, Mr. Pawar
said, “The present situa-
tion of politics is challeng-
ing. It has been 14 days that
Parliament session is going
on, but the House has not
functioned even for a day.
We sign and enter Parlia-

ment only to witness it get-
ting adjourned after a ruck-
us. It is not a healthy sign
for democracy.”

He added that this was
the �rst time 300 MPs had
come together for a peace-
ful protest. “It included
[Congress leaders] Malli-
karjun Kharge, Rahul
Gandhi and members from
other parties as well, but
we were detained and ta-
ken to the police station.
The �ght is to save democ-
racy. If those in the govern-
ment do not �nd it impor-
tant, then we, as
Opposition, will have to
keep raising our voice,” he
said.

NCP(SP) slams Modi
for not taking Nehru’s
name in I-Day speech
The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

We sign and
enter

Parliament only to
witness it getting
adjourned after a ruckus.
It is not a healthy sign for
democracy

SHARAD PAWAR
NCP(SP) chief

The Jan Vishwas (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2025, to decri-
minalise certain minor of-
fences to promote ease of
living and business, will be
introduced by Union Com-
merce and Industry Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal in the Lok
Sabha on Monday.

According to the list of
business posted on the Lok
Sabha website, the Minis-
ter will introduce the Jan
Vishwas (Amendment of
Provisions) Bill, 2025, “to
amend certain enactments
for decriminalising and ra-
tionalising o�ences to
further enhance trust-
based governance for ease
of living and doing busi-
ness”. Over 350 provisions
are proposed to be amend-
ed through the Bill.

The legislation is part of
the government’s e�ort to
improve the country’s bu-
siness climate.

Earlier, in 2023, the Jan
Vishwas (Amendment to
Provisions) Act was enact-
ed, which decriminalised
183 provisions in 42 Cen-
tral Acts administered by
19 Ministries and depart-
ments. 

Through the Act, the go-
vernment removed impri-
sonment and/or �nes in
some provisions. Impri-
sonment was removed and
�ne was retained in a few
rules, while in some cases
imprisonment and �ne
were converted to a
penalty.

“There are laws in our
country, astonishing as it
may sound, that provide
for imprisonment over tri-
vial matters, and no one
ever paid attention to
them,” Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi said in his In-
dependence Day speech
on August 15.

“I have taken it upon
myself to ensure that such
unnecessary laws, which
place Indian citizens be-
hind bars, are abolished.
We had introduced a Bill in
Parliament earlier; we
have brought it again this
time,” he noted.

The government earlier
abolished more than
40,000 compliances
deemed unnecessary. It
has also scrapped over
1,500 obsolete laws.

“We have gone to Parlia-
ment to amend dozens of
laws to simplify them, al-
ways placing the interests
of the public �rst,” Mr. Mo-
di said. 

Bill to decriminalise minor
o�ences to be introduced in
the Lok Sabha on Monday 
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Piyush Goyal 

Former Chief Justice of In-
dia (CJI) Sanjiv Khanna has
told a parliamentary com-
mittee scrutinising the si-
multaneous election Bill
that the constitutional va-
lidity of a proposal in no
way amounts to a pro-
nouncement upon the de-
sirability or necessity of its
provisions.

In his written opinion to
the committee, Justice
Khanna, however, said ar-
guments related to the di-

lution of the country’s fed-
eral structure might be
raised about the constitu-
tional amendment Bill, as
he listed the various claims
made supporting and criti-
cising the concept, sources
said.

Most experts addressing
the committee have reject-
ed the charge that the pro-
posals are unconstitution-
al, but issued concerns
with certain provisions.

Justice Khanna said the
Bill conferred “unfettered
discretion” on the EC in
deciding that an Assembly

poll could not be conduct-
ed along with that of the
Lok Sabha.

Justice Khanna said
there was a di�erence bet-
ween “merit review” and
“judicial review”. When
the SC or HCs uphold con-
stitutional validity, it was a
mere a�rmation that the
amendment was not viola-
tive of the constitutional
limitations, he said.

“The court decisions in
no way amount to pro-
nouncement upon the de-
sirability of such provi-
sions,” he added.

‘Simultaneous polls Bill gives
EC unfettered discretion’
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The West Bengal unit of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) stated on Sunday that
the people of the State
want a special intensive re-
vision (SIR) of the electoral
rolls, similar to the exer-
cise currently under way in
neighbouring Bihar.

The remark by the State
BJP leadership came after
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar said on
Sunday that the three Elec-
tion Commissioners would
decide when the SIR exer-
cise would be conducted in
West Bengal and other
States.

“People of West Bengal
want SIR. If someone is
scared, then it is their pro-
blem. People of West Ben-
gal do not want West Ban-
gladesh and another
August 16 (Direct Action
Day),” State BJP president
Samik Bhattacharya said.

Assembly elections in
West Bengal are scheduled
for 2026.

People of
West Bengal
want SIR, says
State BJP chief 

The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

The Opposition INDIA bloc
will meet on Monday to
discuss its nominee for the
Vice-Presidential elections,
a day after the NDA an-
nounced its candidate on
Sunday.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge will pre-
side over a meeting of the
parliamentary �oor lead-
ers of the INDIA bloc at
10.15 a.m., where the selec-
tion of the candidate is ex-
pected to be discussed.

A senior Congress lead-
er told The Hindu that they
would reach out to senior
Opposition leaders over
the phone to build consen-
sus around a candidate.

“We may decide on the
name either tomorrow
evening or Tuesday,” the
Congress leader said.

Asked if the candidate
would be from the Con-
gress, he said, “We have
not decided on that, but
we want the candidate to
be a consensus choice.”

INDIA bloc to
hold talks on
V-P election
nominee

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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Gugga Naumi is a popular folk religious festival celebrated
across Rajasthan, Haryana, Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir,
Uttar Pradesh and other parts of north India. Gugga Nau-
mi re�ects the syncratic and �uid traditions of India where
Gugga is worshipped by people of di�erent religions and
sects, said Prof. Kumool Abbi. It also shows the hold of
popular religious practices over institutionalised religion.

Gugga Naumi is observed on the ninth day of Krishna
Paksha in the Bhadrapad month according to the Amava-
syath calendar. Usually the day is observed after
Janmashtami.

The celebration of Gugga Naumi begins on the Rakhi
and continues for nine days, commencing with pilgrimag-
es to Gugga Medi village in Hanumangarh district of Rajas-
than. The Garudas (snake charmers and poison suckers)
carry the Chahad (standard) of Guggapir to Hanuman-
garh. Devotional songs called Pir Ke Sole are sung by the
Gugga Mandis; prayers and fairs take place in Gugga
shrines, called Marhis, dotted across the villages in north
India, re�ecting Gugga’s a�nity with the subalterns.

Gugga, venerated Guaaji by the Hindus and Guggapir
or Gugga zahir Pir by Muslims, was a Rajput prince, the
son of King Jewar and Queen Bacchan of the Agni vamsa li-
neage of the Chauhan clan of Rajputs. He is shown riding a
blue horse and holds blue and yellow �ags. He is believed
to posses divine powers to control poisonous snakes. He is
specially worshipped for the protective and healing pow-
ers by mothers who pray to him for the well being of their
children and seek cures for the ailments, while barren wo-
men seek the boon of an o�spring.

Gugga Naumi festival 

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

The Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR) has
become India’s �rst railway zone to shift to
compostable bio-plastic on trains. As a pilot
initiative, the NFR introduced a biodegradable
bag to distribute linen to passengers on Friday,
coinciding with the 79th Independence Day. The
ISO 17088-compliant bioplastic used as the
packaging material was developed at the Indian
Institute of Technology, Guwahati. Kapinjal
Kishore Sharma, NFR spokesperson, stated the
project involves distributing 40,000 bioplastic
bags across 25 trains originating from the railway
zone’s terminals in Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Bengal, Bihar, Tripura, and West Bengal.

Northeast Frontier Railway
shifts to bio-plastic on trains 

Two men �red over two dozen rounds outside
YouTuber Elvish Yadav’s residence in Gurugram
on Sunday, the police said. The bullets struck the
ground and �rst �oors of the house but no one
was injured, the police added. Mr. Yadav was not
at home when the incident happened around
5.30 a.m. CCTV visuals showed two bike-borne
masked men arriving at the scene and opening
�re. The police collected forensic evidence and
was scanning CCTV footage from the area.
Meanwhile, a ‘Bhau gang’ has claimed
responsibility for the �ring. A senior police
o�cer said that a probe was under way. PTI

Masked men open �re at
YouTuber Elvish’s house 

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
�

(set by Afterdark)

To solve this puzzle online, 

get across to our crossword site.
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

Across

6 Set up home on land (7)

7 Setback on tour, second on second test (7)

9 Receiver on training? Yes, internal (5)

10 English stall fight (9)

11 Stew! Laughs raucously after taking a round (7)

13 Reside divinely without limits for a change (4,2)

15 Property I have on headland is on use (13)

19 Accord with company and US university on the last day
(6)

20 New series? At last you dug into a copy (7)

23 Heartless hatred & hard? No, it's a show (9)

24 Letters from Putin trolling presentation (5)

26 Handheld device has limitless alphabets; it's a mess (7)

27 England on both sides of borders, concealing (7)

Down
1 Pale like gutted hubby (4)

2 Arrived with artist and snapper,say (6)

3 Type of lens used by predecessor (9)

4 Replacing one by one, suggestion that it's a mirage (8)

5 Hope oats is cooked well and becomes an ideal example
(10)

6 Challenge imperfect undergraduate on numbers (6)

7 Energetic orchestra? Cynical nearly (4)

8 Mistake with commission (6)

12 Angry unfair mail, that's strange (10)

14 Always immature to pine, say (9)

16 Inside president angled with a knot (8)

17 Cats runs around having drink and misbehaves (4,2)

18 Request individual? Go away (6)

21 I primarily contracted lice infection leading to cold
spike (6)

22 Ball placed in carpet is in wide ditch (4)

25 Record a form of dance (European) (4)
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SCAN TO PLAY

M
aharashtra Gover-
nor C.P. Radhak-
rishnan was cho-

sen as the National
Democratic Alliance’s Vice-
Presidential candidate, af-
ter a meeting of the BJP
Parliamentary Board on
Sunday. 

BJP national president
and Union Minister J.P.
Nadda, who made the an-
nouncement, added that
NDA allies, who had earlier
entrusted the decision of
the candidacy with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Mr. Nadda, were on
board.

Mr. Radhakrishnan, 68,
is a two-time former MP
from Coimbatore and
former Tamil Nadu BJP
chief. “We will also be
reaching out to the Opposi-
tion soon on this matter,”
Mr. Nadda added. The elec-
tion was necessitated by
former Vice-President Jag-
deep Dhankhar’s resigna-
tion from his post citing
health issues. His relation-
ship with the NDA govern-
ment had come under a
cloud as well.

It was said that the BJP

leadership was keen on
picking a “party person”
with �rm ideological align-
ment to the party and the
alliance, who could also
reach across the aisle as
Chairperson of the Rajya
Sabha. 

Under attack from the
Opposition over “imposi-
tion of Hindi” and facing a
tough election in Tamil Na-
du next year, the BJP
seemed to have hit several
birds with one stone.

In Mr. Radhakrishnan,
the BJP seems to have
found the various charac-
teristics that had been re-
quired. Born in Tamil Na-
du’s Tiruppur district on

October 20, 1957, Mr. Rad-
hakrishnan had joined the
Jan Sangh, the earlier ava-
tar of the BJP, and the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh while in his teens.

Electoral break
His big break came in 1998,
when as the BJP candidate
in an alliance headed by
the All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIADMK), he was elected
to the Lok Sabha from
Coimbatore in the wake of
the serial bomb blasts in
the textile city during elec-
tioneering by L.K. Advani.
In 1999, he was elected
again from the seat, this

time with the backing of
the Dravida Munnetra Kaz-
hagam (DMK). He had also
led the Tamil Nadu BJP un-
it from 2003 to 2006.

A�able leader
Dubbed the “Vajpayee of
Coimbatore” locally, Mr.
Radhakrishnan has been
known for his a�able na-
ture and ability to reach
across party lines, a skill he
will need to call upon in his
role as Chairperson of the
Rajya Sabha. He was ap-
pointed the Governor of
Jharkhand in 2023, where
he served till July 2024,
and was given additional
charge of Telangana and
Puducherry till July 2024.
He was later appointed Go-
vernor of Maharashtra in
July 2024, where he serves
till date.

The Electoral College
for electing the Vice-Presi-
dent of India consists of
MPs of both Houses, where
the NDA is in a comfortable
position in terms of num-
bers. 

Posting on X, Mr. Modi
said, “In his long years in
public life, Thiru CP Rad-
hakrishnan Ji has distin-
guished himself with his
dedication, humility and

intellect. During the va-
rious positions he has
held, he has always fo-
cused on community ser-
vice and empowering the
marginalised.”

Conveying his thanks to
Mr. Modi and other lead-
ers, Mr. Radhakrishnan
posted: “I am moved and
touched beyond words for
the con�dence they have
in me and giving me the
opportunity to serve the
Nation. I assure to work
hard for the Nation until
my last breath. Jai Hind!”

It remains to be seen if
Tamil Nadu’s ruling party,
the DMK, and its allies
would oppose his candida-
ture. If elected, Mr. Rad-
hakrishnan will be the se-
cond person from Tamil
Nadu to occupy the post of
Vice-President after 38
years. R. Venkataraman
was Vice-President bet-
ween 1984 and 1987. The-
reafter, he was elected
President.

After the o�cial an-
nouncement, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis visited the Gover-
nor at Raj Bhavan and con-
veyed his wishes. 
(With inputs from T.N. bu-
reau)

Allies were taken on board to
pick V-P nominee, says Nadda

Temple visit: C.P. Radhakrishnan and wife Sumathi o�er prayers at

Siddhivinayak Mandir in Mumbai on Sunday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

A two-time former MP from T.N., Radhakrishnan is known for his ability to reach across party lines; he had also headed the

State BJP unit; PM says the Maharashtra Governor has distinguished himself with his ‘dedication, humility and intellect’

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

A new study has identi�ed
at least two native plants
that have joined invasive
species to alter the riverine
ecosystem of eastern As-
sam’s Dibru-Saikhowa Na-
tional Park (DSNP), the on-
ly habitat of feral horses in
India.

These species have ad-
ded to the changes in the
grassland-dominated
DSNP landscape, largely at-
tributed to the recurring
Brahmaputra river �oods
and increasing anthropo-
genic pressures from villag-
es located within its boun-
daries, the study said.

The native “grassland in-
vaders” are Bombax
ceiba and Lagerstroemia
speciosa — �owering trees
known as Simalu and Ajar
in Assamese. Their impact
on the local vegetation has
been as worrying as that of
the invasive species, which
include shrubs Chromolae-

na odorata and Ageratum
conyzoides, herb Partheni-
um hysterophorous and
climber Mikania
micrantha.

The study titled Grass-
lands in Flux, analysing the
land use and land cover
(LULC) changes in Dibru-
Saikhowa from its designa-
tion as a national park in
1999 through 2024, was
published in the latest is-
sue of Earth, an interna-
tional, peer-reviewed jour-
nal on earth science.

The researchers used
remote sensing and geo-

graphic information sys-
tems to analyse the LULC
changes in DSNP, an is-
land-like formation bet-
ween the Brahmaputra to
the north and the Dibru
river to the south.

According to their stu-
dy, grasslands covered
28.78% of the 425 sq. km
DSNP in 2000, followed by
semi-evergreen forests
(25.58%). By 2013, shru-
bland became the most
prominent class (81.31 sq.
km), and degraded forest
expanded to 75.56 sq. km.

“During this period,

substantial areas of grass-
land [29.94 sq. km], de-
graded forest [10.87 sq.
km], semi-evergreen forest
[12.33 sq. km], and bare
land [10.50 sq. km] were
converted to shrubland. In
2024, degraded forest
further increased, cover-
ing 80.52 sq. km [23.47%],”
the study said.

This change was the out-
come of the conversion of
11.46 sq. km of shrubland
and 27.48 sq. km of semi-
evergreen forest into de-
graded forest, indicating a
substantial and consistent
decline in grassland, the
study noted. Forest degra-
dation can lead to loss of
biodiversity, threaten the
survival of local fauna, and
reduce carbon storage, po-
tentially intensifying cli-
mate change.

The study stated that
the changes in the “natural
structure and function” of
the DSNP landscape pose a
serious threat to the surviv-
al of grassland-obligate fau-

nal species, many of which
are already globally threa-
tened due to ongoing habi-
tat loss.

“The concern is height-
ened by the fact that nume-
rous species are endemic
to the grasslands found in
the �oodplains of this re-
gion. Notable species
which are rapidly decreas-
ing include the Bengal �or-
ican [Houbaropsis benga-
lensis], hog deer [Axis
porcinus], and swamp
grass babbler [Prinia cine-
rascens],” the study said. 

The DNSP is also home
to some 200 feral horses,
which are descendants of
military horses abandoned
during World War 2.

The study recommend-
ed a targeted grassland re-
covery project that would
encompass the control of
invasive species, improved
surveillance, increased
sta�ng, and the relocation
of forest villages and sup-
port community-based
conservation e�orts.

Grassland invaders sti�e Assam’s island-like
national park home to feral horses: study
Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

Unwelcome guests: Native and invasive plant species are changing

the riverine ecosystem of the national park. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

The authorities in north-
eastern Assam’s Biswanath
district evicted 309 fami-
lies from a village grazing
reserve (VGR) on Sunday.

O�cials in the district
said some 600 security
personnel, 20 excavators,
and 10 bulldozers were de-
ployed to clear 175 bighas,
or 23 hectares, of land in
the Japariguri VGR from
encroachment. 

District Commissioner
Simanta Kumar Das said
many families dismantled
their houses and left after
receiving notices on Au-
gust 1 to vacate within 15
days. “The remaining
structures, including a tea
garden, were demolished,”
he said.

Mostly Muslims
The encroachers, o�cials
said, were mostly Bengali-
speaking Muslims.

While organisations of
indigenous communities

have backed such eviction
drives, the All-Assam Mi-
nority Students’ Union
said the Biswanath exer-
cise was carried out inhu-
manely and demanded a
pause until the govern-
ment ensures rehabilita-
tion of the people targeted.

In his Independence
Day speech, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
vowed to continue such ev-
iction drives to free fores-
tlands, grazing lands, and
government revenue lands
from encroachers of
“doubtful citizenship”. He
also warned the indige-

nous communities about a
future where they will be at
the mercy of “strangers”
unless they defend their
cultural identity.

‘Hate propaganda’
Assam MLA and All-India
United Democratic Front
general secretary Ra�qul
Islam criticised the Chief
Minister for defaming
Muslims.

He also said the Bharati-
ya Janata Party-led Assam
government had been sys-
tematically keeping Mus-
lim o�cers away from key
positions.

Terming the Chief Mi-
nister’s Independence Day
speech as “hate-driven
propaganda” to polarise
the people on religious
lines, he told agencies that
the BJP-led government
had consciously not ap-
pointed any Muslim as the
District Commissioner or
Superintendent of Police,
although there were sever-
al Muslim IAS and IPS o�c-
ers in Assam.

309 families evicted from
grazing reserve in Assam
The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa

Sarma has vowed to continue

such eviction drives. 

The Ahmedabad Rural
Special Operations Group
(SOG) on Sunday seized
2.97 kg of ambergris, com-
monly known as sperm
whale vomit, worth nearly
₹2.97 crore in the interna-
tional market, and arrested
two people in a raid near
Sarkhej-Sanand Highway.

Acting on a tip-o�, the
SOG intercepted two sus-
pects near Gibpura village
and recovered 2.976 kg of
ambergris, said Om Pra-
kash Jat, Superintendent of
Police, Ahmedabad Rural.

The seized material,
con�rmed by forest o�-
cials and forensic experts,
is estimated to be worth
₹2.97 crore, he said. Along
with the ambergris, two
mobile phones and ₹700 in
cash were also con�scated
from the accused.

During interrogation,
they revealed that the am-
bergris had been supplied
by Bharatbhai Vallabhbhai
Sarvaiya of Bhavnagar and
they were looking for
buyers due to its high mar-
ket demand, Mr. Jat said.

The accused have been
handed over to the Forest
Department, which has in-
itiated legal proceedings
against them under the
Wildlife Protection Act.

Two held with
₹2.97-cr. worth
‘whale vomit’
in Ahmedabad

The Hindu Bureau
AHMEDABAD
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A
mid uncertain-
ties of life, lie
some certain-
ties. For in-

stance, children growing
up, school education ex-
penses, rising cost of high-
er education, career goals
of children, etc. Above all,
it is certain the money re-
quired for education today
would leapfrog at least ten-
fold by the time children
enroll in higher education.
So, is it possible to meet
the 10X rise in education
expenditure in the future?

There is no one-size-�ts-
all solution for investment
decisions. Yet, some are
universally applicable and
�nancial experts consider
them the golden rules.
Let’s dive into details.

Career goals
First and foremost, under-
standing the career goals
of children plays a major
role in planning. For in-
stance, if your son/daught-
er wishes to study abroad,
you might have to earmark
more money for meeting
the educational expenses.
If they do not want to go
abroad, your actual educa-
tional expenditure might
be comparatively less.

Moreover, the courses
they are interested in also
play a major role. Not all
courses are costly. If they
are really interested in
courses that are less com-
petitive and relatively
cheaper, you are relieved
to some extent. However,
the decision must be pure-

ly based on their wish not
on �nancial condition.

Next, understanding the
educational capacity of
your son/daughter is es-
sential. If they are good at
studies, you might expect
some scholarships or fee
waivers. If not, the expen-
diture would be more. 

Financial investigation
You must understand your
current �nancial position.
A thorough, honest analy-
sis of income, expenditure,
debt, luxury and lifestyle
habits, risk appetite, sav-
ings, investments, short-
term and long-term goals,
dependents (not just chil-
dren but also aged parents)
and the presence/absence
of family-support system
must be made.

Luxury and lifestyle ha-
bits play a spoilsport in sav-
ings and investments. The
two are inversely related.
The more you spend on
luxury, the less you save or
invest. 

You should clearly zero-
in on a target; that is, to
which level would you
want to reach regarding
the above variables. Often,
quanti�cation of the above
variables to the approxi-
mate levels is bene�cial.
For instance, let’s say the
current savings is ₹1,000 a

month and your target sav-
ings is ₹10,000 per month. 

Next, analyse the gaps
from where you are, to
where you want to be,
again quanti�cation helps.
In this case, ₹9,000 a
month is the gap between
the current and the target
level. You should also �-
gure out the time available
for reaching the target, say
how many years you have
in between.

Budgeting exercise
The moment you realise
there are gaps and aware of
the time available, start
budgeting. Cut down on lif-
estyle expenses and ex-
penses on instant grati�ca-
tion. Know the di�erence
between needs and desires
and far as possible, spend
on needs, not desires.

Start early
The key solution to attain-
ing the target is to start ear-
ly. Only then can you enjoy
the magic power of com-
pounding. Say, if you start
when your child is just two
or three years old, you are
giving money ample time
to grow and when it multi-
plies, goal attainment is ea-
sier. In contrast, if you start
when your son/daughter is
in Class IX or X, you are
losing the potential power

of compounding and on
top of it you must save
more money per month
for attaining your target.

Educate your child
Teach your child about the
importance of cutting
down on expenses, mo-
ney, savings, investments,
education, �nancial disci-
pline and �nancial
responsibility.

Insurance coverage
The �rst expenditure to-
wards securing your future
must be insurance policies.
To avoid touching savings
or investments, in times of
emergencies, you must be
well protected by all kinds
of insurance policies. Say, a
term policy for at least ₹1
crore; family-�oater health
insurance policy for at
least ₹10-₹25 lakh; if you
have own house, buy a
Bharat Griha Raksha policy
with the sum insured co-
vering property value.

Risks/rewards
Do not put all eggs in one
basket. Your investment
portfolio must have a com-
bination of �xed/recurring
deposits (emergency
fund), mutual funds, gold
and stocks. If you have 8-10
ten years for your goal, in-
vest a portion of savings in
equities. Though equities
might be highly risky if less
than �ve to seven years,
they have the potential to
give in�ation-beating re-
turns if invested for more
than 10 years or so.

(The writer is an NISM &
CRISIL-certi�ed Wealth
Manager and certi�ed in
NISM’s Research Analyst
module)

Clear picture: Understanding the educational capacity of son/daughter is a must for edcuation expense plannning. 

How to plan for 10X rise 
in education expenses

There is no one-size-�ts-all solution for taking investment decisions. Yet, some are universally

applicable and �nancial experts consider them the thumb rules for attaining the target

FOOTING BILL

Vaishali R. Venkat Investment portfolio
must have a
combination of
�xed/recurring deposits
(emergency fund),
mutual funds, gold
and stocks

To avoid touching
savings or investments,
in times of emergencies,
you must be well
protected by various
kinds of insurance
policies
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MONEYWISE

As investors, we typically want to earn
above-average returns. That, perhaps,
explains why most of us invest in
active funds — funds mandated to beat
benchmark index (generate alpha).
But choosing an active fund is not the
same as choosing consumer product. 

We cannot simply choose a fund
with large assets under management
(AUM), believing that more individuals
choosing a fund or more money
�owing into a fund is good. Here, we
discuss how you should consider the
growth in AUM at a unit level as the
�rst step in choosing an active fund.

AUM growth
A fund’s AUM can increase for two
reasons. The fund’s portfolio may
have accumulated gains. The fund
manager could have sold stocks at
higher prices and realised the gains.
In addition, the fund could carry gains
that are yet to be realised. Increase in
AUM because of gains bodes well for
the unit holders. Then, there is fresh
in�ow of capital from existing unit
holders and new investors. 

This may not always be good for
unit holders. Why?

Typically, a fund manager will have
a rule (referred to as alpha strategy) to
pick stocks from the fund’s investable
universe. Best practice indicates the
investable universe ought to be a
fund’s benchmark index. In India, a
large-cap fund’s investable universe
can extend beyond large-cap stocks.
SEBI de�nition states large-cap funds
must invest not less than 80% in
large-cap stocks. This allows such
funds to invest not more than 20% in,
say, mid-caps. 

A crucial characteristic of an alpha
strategy is it is not always scalable.
That means a strategy that works well
on, say, an AUM of ₹10,000 crore may
not necessarily work when the AUM
increases to ₹25,000 crore. 

Conclusion
It is di�cult to determine how much
of the growth in AUM can be
attributable to gains and how much of
it to fresh in�ow of capital. So, it is
best to evaluate the growth in NAV
over multiple periods. Why? 

Fresh capital into the fund will
increase the numerator in the form of
cash and the denominator in the form
of units in the NAV calculation. Note
that NAV is market value of the fund’s
portfolio (including fresh in�ows)
divided by number of units. 

A fund that shows a signi�cant
increase in NAV growth compared
with its stated benchmark is a fund
that you must further analyse for
potential investment. 

(The author o�ers training
programmes for individuals to manage
their personal investments)

When
popularity
is not 
really good 
THINKINVESTOR

A fund that shows signi�cant

increase in net asset value

(NAV) growth compared with

its stated benchmark is a fund

that you must further analyse

for potential investment. 

Venkatesh Bangaruswamy

As your income, spending habits and
lifestyle changes, the existing credit
card may not suit current needs and
requirements. In such situations, a
credit card upgrade could be helpful.

Upgrading means switching to
another credit card, usually a higher
variant, from existing card provider.
This would earn higher rewards and
better bene�ts and sometimes even
higher credit limits, which would help
maximise savings while maintaining
current lifestyle. You can consider an
upgrade in the following situations:

Eligible for better cards
While entry-level card can be a

good option for beginners, they come
with a low reward rate and usually
lack additional perks like lounge
access, milestone bene�t, movie
bene�t, etc. Hence, it is important to
review spending patterns every few
months and check for upgrade o�ers
from bank. If you have a strong credit
history and excellent repayment
record, your card issuer may extend a
card upgrade, often with lifetime-free
or �rst year free o�ers, additional
joining bonus, or welcome vouchers,
which can help you maximise savings.
In such cases, upgrading would be a
smarter choice. However, ensure the
bene�ts on existing card align with
your current lifestyle.

Higher value-back on spends
If your card spending has increased

and the existing card only comes with
a basic reward rate, you may not be
able to maximise savings. Upgrading
to a card with a better reward rate,
especially in your preferred spending
categories, could enhance savings. 

For instance, you have SBI Simply
Click Credit Card with accelerated
rewards on select online brands but,
with time, your income and expenses
have increased and you �nd yourself
spending a considerable amount
online, with a majority of it being
beyond the select few brands. Here,
upgrading to Cashback SBI Card could
help you get much higher savings on
all online spends, as there are no
merchant restrictions. 

Category-focused bene�ts
Spending habits change with time

as you grow �nancially. If monthly
expenses have grown, especially in a
particular category like travel,
shopping or dining, upgrading to a
card with more category-focused
bene�ts could help you save more. 

For example, someone using an
entry-level card like Axis My Zone can
consider upgrading to Axis Horizon or
Axis Atlas for travel-centric bene�ts.
These give stronger value-back on
travel spends with option to transfer
accumulated points to popular
airlines and hotels. Enhanced perks
around lounge access, milestone
bene�ts, forex markup fee, etc. can
also be a good add-on for travellers.

Higher credit limit
As income grows over time, you

need a higher credit limit to manage
increasing expenses. If you continue
with your existing credit limit and
max out your credit card frequently, it
can a�ect your credit score. Moreover,
a consistently high credit utilisation
ratio shows you are overly dependent
on credit which could make lenders
apprehensive of extending more
credit to you. Upgrading to a credit
card that aligns better with current
needs and o�ers a higher credit limit
can o�er you a well-rounded solution.
However, note a card upgrade does
not guarantee a limit increase, so it is
essential to con�rm this with the card
provider before opting.

Cash �ow management
At the time of upgrading, you can

also change credit card billing cycle.
This will help manage cash �ow easily
by aligning billing cycle as per
monthly expenses. For instance, if
you are a salaried person and existing
card’s due date falls at the end of the
month, you can change the cycle so
that the bill is due at the beginning of
the month, which would make it
easier to manage monthly cash �ow. 

Before an upgrade, review overall
card bene�ts, fee, charges and other
terms and conditions to ensure it
matches current lifestyle and helps
maximise savings. Right upgrade at
right time can help save signi�cantly
without a�ecting �nancial goals.

(The writer is chief business o�cer,
credit cards, Paisabazaar)

Upgrading
credit card
Rohit Chhibbar

Send queries on personal finance and

investing to the moneywise@thehindu.co.in

ID. Our experts in personal finance will

respond to select queries, but will not give

specific recommendations for investment

in a particular mutual fund, share or fixed

deposit.

Personal Loans
Rates and Charges Loan amount 5 lakh

Tenure 5 years

Loan amount 1 lakh

Tenure 5 years

(% of loan amount)

Name of Lender Interest Rate (%) EMI (Rs) EMI (Rs) Processing fee

HDFC Bank 10.90-24.00 10,846-14,384 2,169-2,877 Up to Rs 6,500

Tata Capital 11.50 onwards 10,996 onwards 2,199 onwards Up to 3.5%

State Bank of India 10.10-15.10 10,648-11,921 2,130-2,384 Up to 1.5%

(Min. Rs 1,000; 

Max. Rs 15,000)

ICICI Bank 10.60 onwards 10,772 onwards 2,154 onwards Up to 2%

Bank of Baroda* 10.40-18.20 10,722-12,751 2,144-2,550 Up to 2% (Max. Rs 10,000)

Axis Bank 9.99-22.00 10,621-13,809 2,124-2,762 Up to 2%

Kotak Mahindra Bank 10.99 onwards 10,869 onwards 2,174 onwards Up to 5%

Bank of India 11.10-16.15 10,896-12,199 2,179-2,440 Up to 1%

(Min. Rs 250; 

Max. Rs 15,000)

Canara Bank 9.95-15.40 10,611-12,000 2,122-2,400 Up to 0.25% (Max. Rs 2,500)

Punjab National Bank 10.50-17.05 10,747-12,440 2,149-2,488 Up to 1%

HSBC Bank 10.15 onwards 10,660 onwards 2,132 onwards Up to 2%

Federal Bank 11.99 onwards 11,120 onwards 2,224 onwards Up to 3%

Union Bank of India 10.35-14.45 10,710-11,751 2,142-2,350 Up to 1% (Max. Rs 7,500)

Bajaj Finserv 10.00-31.00 10,624-16,485 2,125-3,297 Up to 3.93%

Punjab & Sind Bank 9.85-12.90 10,587-11,351 2,117-2,270 0.50%-1%

Indian Overseas Bank 10.50 onwards 10,747 onwards 2,149 onwards Up to 0.75%

UCO Bank 10.20-13.45 10,673-11,492 2,135-2,298 Up to 1% (Min. Rs 750)

IDFC FIRST Bank 9.99 onwards 10,621 onwards 2,124 onwards 2%

Bank of Maharashtra 9.00-13.80 10,379-11,582 2,076-2,316 Up to 1% (Max. Rs 10,000)

Central Bank of India 10.10-11.90 10,648-11,097 2,130-2,219 Up to 1%

IndusInd Bank 10.49 onwards 10,744 onwards 2,149 onwards Up to 3.5%

*Interest concession of 0.10% to customers opting for group credit life insurance.

Car Loans
Rates and Charges Loan amount 5 lakh

Tenure 5 years

(% of loan amount)

Name of Lender Interest Rate (%) EMI (Rs) Processing fee

Union Bank of India 7.80-9.70 10,090 - 10,550 Up to Rs 1,000

Punjab National Bank 7.85-9.70 10,102 - 10,550 Up to 0.25% (Rs. 1,000 - Rs. 1,500)

Bank of Baroda 8.15-11.70 10,174 - 11,047 Up to Rs. 2,000

Bank of India 7.85-12.15 10,102 - 11,160 Up to 0.25% (Rs. 2,500 - Rs. 10,000)

UCO Bank 7.60-10.25 10,043 - 10,685 0.50% (Rs 5,000)

State Bank of India 8.90-9.95 10,355 - 10,611 Rs 750 - Rs 1,500

IDBI Bank 8.30-9.15 10,210 - 10,416 Rs 2,500

Bank of Maharashtra* 7.70-12.00 10,067 - 11,122 0.25% of loan (max. up to Rs. 15,000)

Indian Overseas Bank 7.80-12.00 10,090 - 11,122 0.50% (Rs 500 - Rs 5,000)

ICICI Bank 9.10 onwards 10,403 onwards Up to 2%

HDFC Bank 9.20 onwards 10,428 onwards Up to 1% (Rs. 3,500 - Rs. 9,000)

Karnataka Bank 8.95-11.64 10,367 - 11,031 Up to 0.60% (Rs. 2,500 - Rs. 11,000)

Federal Bank 10.00 onwards 10,624 onwards Rs. 2,000 - Rs. 4,500

Punjab and Sind Bank** 7.75-14.25 10,078 - 11,699 0.25% (Rs. 1,000 - Rs. 15,000)

Indian Bank 7.75-9.85 10,078 - 10,587 Rs. 1,000

IDFC FIRST Bank 9.99 onwards 10,621 onwards Up to Rs. 10,000

Central Bank of India 7.85-9.45 10,102 - 10,489 0.50% of loan amount (Rs. 2,000 - Rs. 20,000)

*0.25% interest rate concession for existing home loan borrowers, other customers with 6 months of relationship with bank.

**Concession of up to 50% on processing fee for PSB Apna Vahan Sugam.

Rates and charges as on August 13 Source: Paisabazaar.com
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Israel said on Sunday that it struck an “energy infrastructure site” in

Yemen used by the Houthi rebels, the latest action against the

Iran-backed group. The Huthis’ Al-Masirah TV, citing a civil defence

source, reported “an aggression targeting the Haziz power station”

south of Sanaa. There were no immediate reports of casualties. AFP

Israel claims to have struck Houthi
‘energy infra location’ in Yemen

JERUSALEM

REUTERS
X

A club shooting in the New York City borough of Brooklyn early on

Sunday morning left three persons dead and eight others wounded

in a year of record low gun violence in the city. Investigators believe

a shooter, or shooters, opened fire with multiple weapons at the

club in Crown Heights after “a dispute” just before 3:30 a.m. AP

Shooting at a crowded New York
club leaves 3 dead, eight injured

NEW YORK

AFP
X

Serbia’s President Aleksandar Vucic on Sunday vowed a “strong”

response to anti-government protests, after nearly a week of

clashes involving his supporters, police and demonstrators. Clashes

have erupted in the capital, Belgrade, and other cities for five nights

in a row, with fireworks, stun grenades and tear gas used. AFP

Serbia’s President vows ‘strong
response’ after days of unrest

BELGRADE

AP
X

Polls opened on Sunday in Bolivia’s presidential and congressional

elections marked by the absence of former leftist President Evo

Morales — barred from running. Leading the race are conservatives

Samuel Doria Medina, a business magnate, and Jorge Quiroga, a

former President, but neither has more than 30% support. REUTERS

Polls open in Bolivia’s presidential
election dominated by the Right

LA PAZ

AFP

S
pecial U.S. envoy
Steve Witko� said on
Sunday that Russian

leader Vladimir Putin
agreed at his summit with
President Donald Trump
to allow the U.S. and Euro-
pean allies to o�er Ukraine
a security guarantee re-
sembling NATO’s collective
defence mandate as part of
an eventual deal to end the
three-and-a-half-year-long
war.

“We were able to win
the following concession:
That the United States
could o�er Article 5-like
protection, which is one of
the real reasons why Uk-
raine wants to be in NATO,”

he said on CNN’s State of
the Union. Mr. Witko� said
it was the �rst time he had
heard Mr. Putin agree to
that.

European Commission

President Ursula von der
Leyen, speaking at a news
conference in Brussels
with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, said
that “we welcome Presi-

dent Trump’s willingness
to contribute to Article 5-
like security guarantees for
Ukraine. and the ‘Coalition
of the willing’ — including
the European Union — is
ready to do its share.”

Mr. Witko�, o�ering
some of the �rst details of
what was discussed at Fri-
day’s summit in Alaska,
said the two sides agreed
to “robust security guaran-
tees that I would describe
as game-changing.” He ad-
ded that Russia said that it
would make a legislative
commitment not to go af-
ter any additional territory
in Ukraine.

Mr. Zelenskyy thanked
the U.S. for recent signals
that Washington is willing
to support security guaran-

tees for Ukraine, but said
the details remained
unclear.

Mr. Witko� defended
Mr. Trump’s decision to
abandon his push for Rus-
sia to agree to an imme-
diate cease�re, saying the
President had pivoted to-
ward a peace deal because
so much progress was
made.

U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio insisted there
would be “additional con-
sequences” as Mr. Trump
warned before meeting
with Mr. Putin, if they
failed to reach a cease�re.
But Mr. Rubio noted that
there wasn’t going to be
any sort of deal on a truce
reached when Ukraine
wasn’t at the talks.

‘Putin agreed to U.S., EU security
guarantees for Ukraine at summit’

Baby steps: U.S. negotiators claim Vladimir Putin’s robust security

guarantees to be ‘game-changing’. REUTERS

Special envoy Steve Witko� says the U.S. could o�er Article 5-like protection, one of the reasons Kyiv wants to be in NATO;

he adds that Russia has promised to make a legislative commitment not to go after any additional territory in Ukraine

Associated Press
NEW YORK

Israeli police blasted
crowds with water can-
nons and made dozens of
arrests on Sunday as thou-
sands of protesters de-
manding a deal to free hos-
tages in Gaza aimed to shut
down the country with a
one-day strike that blocked
roads and closed
businesses.

Groups representing fa-
milies of hostages organ-
ised the demonstrations as
frustration grows over
plans for a new military of-
fensive in some of Gaza’s
most populated areas,
which many fear could en-
danger the remaining hos-
tages. Fifty hostages re-
main, and 20 of them are
believed to still be alive.
“We don’t win a war over
the bodies of hostages,”
protesters chanted in one
of the largest and �ercest

protests in 22 months of
war. Even some former Is-
raeli Army and intelligence
chiefs now call for a deal to
end the �ghting.

Protesters gathered at
dozens of places including
outside politicians’ homes,
military headquarters and
on major highways. They
blocked lanes and lit bon-
�res. Police said they ar-

rested 38 people.
One protester carried a

photo of an emaciated Pal-
estinian child from Gaza.
Such images were once
rare at Israeli demonstra-
tions but now appear more
often as outrage grows ov-
er conditions there for civi-
lians after more than 250
malnutrition-related
deaths.

Protesters clash with police in
Israel over Gaza hostage deal
Associated Press
JERUSALEM

Out of control: Israeli police clash with protesters in Tel Aviv after

they had called for a nationwide strike on Sunday. REUTERS

Gaza’s civil defence agency
said Israeli strikes and gun-
�re killed at least 18 Palesti-
nians on Sunday, including
seven persons shot dead
while waiting to collect
food aid.

Civil defence spokes-
man Mahmud Bassal said
seven persons were killed
in an Israeli drone strike
that hit a hospital cour-
tyard in Gaza City, in the
territory’s north.

Witnesses said the vic-
tims were members of a
Hamas unit.

There was no comment
from the Israeli military,
which is preparing a
broader o�ensive in Gaza
City and has sent ground
forces to the city’s Zeitun
neighbourhood in recent
days.

At least 18
killed in Israeli
strikes across
Gaza Strip

Agence France-Presse
GAZA CITY

European leaders includ-
ing from Germany, France
and Britain, will accompa-
ny Ukraine President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy to meet
Donald Trump in Washing-
ton, they said on Sunday,
seeking to bolster him as
the U.S. President presses
Kyiv to accept a quick
peace.

Ahead of the Washing-
ton talks on Monday, Ger-
man Chancellor Friedrich
Merz, French President
Emmanuel Macron and
British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer were hosting a
meeting of allies on Sun-
day to shore up Mr. Zelen-
skyy’s position.

European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen will also travel to
Washington, as will Fin-
land’s President Alexander

Stubb. Italian Prime Minis-
ter Giorgia Meloni, who is
an admirer of many of Mr.
Trump’s policies, will also
go to Washington, her of-
�ce said.

European allies are keen
to avoid a repeat of Mr. Ze-
lenskyy’s last Oval O�ce
meeting, in February. That
went disastrously, with Mr.
Trump and Vice-President

J.D. Vance giving the Ukrai-
nian leader a strong public
dressing-down.

“The talks will address,
among other things, secur-
ity guarantees, territorial
issues, and continued sup-
port for Ukraine in its de-
fence against Russian ag-
gression,” the German
government said about the
Washington trip.

European leaders to join
Zelenskyy at Trump meet
Reuters
LONDON/BERLIN

Emmanuel Macron at a video conference with Ursula van der Leyen

and Volodymyr Zelenskyy in France on Sunday. REUTERS

Syrian President Ahmed al-
Sharaa [Muhammad al-Jo-
lani] has said the battle to
unify his country after
years of civil war “should
not be with blood”, reject-
ing any partition and ac-
cusing Israel of meddling
in the south.

His remarks, released
by state TV on Sunday,
came as hundreds demon-
strated in south Syria’s
Sweida province, denounc-
ing sectarian violence last
month and calling for the
right to self-determination
for the Druze-majority
province.

“We still have another
battle ahead of us to unify
Syria, and it should not be
with blood and military
force... it should be

through some kind of un-
derstanding because Syria
is tired of war,” Sharaa
said.

“Some parties seek to

gain power through re-
gional power, Israel or oth-
ers. This cannot be imple-
mented,” he said.

A week of bloodshed in
Sweida began on July 13
with clashes between
Druze �ghters and Sunni
Bedouin, but rapidly esca-
lated, drawing in govern-
ment forces, with Israel al-
so carrying out strikes.
Syrian o�cials said their
forces intervened to stop
the clashes, but witnesses,
Druze factions and the a
rights group have accused
them of siding with the Be-
douin and committing
abuses against the Druze,
including summary
executions.

Uni�cation of Syria cannot happen at the
cost of blood, says Sharaa as he slams Israel
Agence France-Presse
DAMASCUS

Syria’s Sweida province saw clashes in July involving Druze fighters,

Sunni Bedouin, government forces and Israeli troops. REUTERS
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Neeraj Chopra has qualified for Diamond League 2025 Final in

Zurich, scheduled to be held on August 27 and 28. The Indian ace

has booked his berth as per the latest standings released after the

Silesia leg. With 15 points from two DL meetings, from one title and

one second-place finish, Neeraj entered the winner-takes-all finale.

Neeraj quali�es for Diamond
League Final in Zurich

PURPLE PATCH

FILE PHOTO: K. MURALI KUMAR
X

Shardul Thakur praised head coach Gautam Gambhir for

transferring the fighting spirit to the squad. “We have seen him

willing to fight for the team, and transfer that energy to us,” Shardul

told Revsportz. “Criticism will come and go, but I believe we are

heading in the right direction,” Shardul noted. 

Gambhir transferred the �ghting
spirit to us, reveals Shardul 

INSPIRATIONAL

PTI
X

Pakistan head coach Mike Hesson opened up about Babar Azam not

being selected for the Asia Cup squad. “There’s no doubt Babar’s

been asked to improve in some areas around taking on spin and in

terms of his strike-rate. A player like Babar has an opportunity to

play in the BBL and show he’s improving in those areas in T20s”.

Babar has been asked to improve
his T20 batting: coach Hesson

UPGRADE NECESSARY

GETTY IMAGES
X

Ducati’s Marc Marquez chalked up his ninth win of the season at the

Austrian MotoGP at the Red Bull Ring on Sunday to stretch his lead

at the head of the championship standings. Ducati rookie Fermin

Aldeguer closed on him in the final laps but had to settle for second,

with Aprilia’s Marco Bezzecchi completing the podium.

Marc Marquez wins Austrian
MotoGP, extends c’ship lead

LEADER OF THE PACK

AFP

S
hreyas Iyer and Ji-
tesh Sharma are like-
ly to earn a recall to

India’s T20I set-up when
the senior national men’s
selection panel meets on
Tuesday to �nalise the
squad for the Asia Cup to
be held in the UAE from
September 9.

Neither Shreyas nor Ji-
tesh has featured in T20Is
since Gautam Gambhir
took over as head coach in
July 2024. Shreyas last
played a T20I in December
2023, while Jitesh – the
wicketkeeper-batter –
made his �nal appearance
in January 2024.

Tough decision
The Hindu understands the
selectors and team man-
agement are aligned on in-
cluding an experienced
middle-order batter suited
to the slower, lower condi-
tions expected in the UAE.
If Shreyas is picked, it
could mean a tough call on
either Shivam Dube or Rin-

ku Singh, both of whom
were part of India’s squad
for its last T20I assignment
against England in
January-February.

Jitesh, who played a key
role in Royal Challengers
Bengaluru’s maiden IPL tit-
le, is expected to replace
Dhruv Jurel, who was the

reserve stumper to Sanju
Samson during the En-
gland series.

The selectors must also
decide whether to include

Jasprit Bumrah in the T20I
squad. With Mohammed
Shami unavailable, a pac-
er’s slot is open. The de-
bate could be whether to
bring back Bumrah or give
Prasidh Krishna a chance
after a strong IPL
campaign.

Captain Suryakumar Ya-
dav, who has recovered
from sports hernia, will at-
tend the selection meeting.
His input will be vital as the
selectors plan for the T20
World Cup to be held in In-
dia next year.

There has been specula-
tion about the return of
Shubman Gill and Yashasvi
Jaiswal to the T20I squad.
However, the management
appears inclined to stick
with the core group that
has excelled under Gamb-
hir, winning 13 of 15 T20Is
since his appointment.

Additionally, with mini-
mal turnaround time bet-
ween formats — the Asia
Cup �nal is on September
28 and the �rst Test against
the West Indies begins on
October 2 in Ahmedabad —
the selectors are likely to
keep Gill and Jaiswal fresh
for the red-ball assign-
ments.

Selectors have to take a call on whether to include Bumrah or pick Prasidh; Gill, Jaiswal not expected to be part of the T20I set-up; �t-again Suryakumar to attend Tuesday’s meeting

CRICKET

Shreyas and Jitesh likely to be back for Asia Cup

Amol Karhadkar
MUMBAI

Back in the reckoning: Shreyas and Jitesh are all set to earn a recall to the T20I squad following a

splendid IPL 2025 campaign for PBKS and RCB, respectively. FILE PHOTOS: R.V. MOORTHY, VIJAY SONEJI

Pakistan on Sunday left out
seasoned batters Babar
Azam and Mohammed Riz-
wan while announcing a 17-
member squad for Asia
Cup and the preceding tri-
series in the UAE later this
month.

Babar and Rizwan have
been away from T20Is for a
while. Both Babar and Riz-
wan made their last appea-
rance in the shortest for-
mat in December, 2024.

In the lead-up to the
Asia Cup which will be
played in T20 format in the
UAE from September 9,
the Salman Ali Agha-led
side will play a tri-series
against Afghanistan and
the UAE at Sharjah from
August 29 to September 7.

The squad features se-
nior fast bowler Shaheen
Afridi, Mohammed Wasim
and left-arm bowler Sal-
man Mirza. 

Coach Mike Hesson said
the players in the current
squad, which recently lost
an away ODI series to West
Indies after losing to Ban-
gladesh in an away T20I se-
ries, have been doing well.

Pakistan is placed along
with India in Group-A, also
featuring the UAE and
Oman, in the eight-team
Asia Cup, which will con-

clude on September 28.

Pakistan squad: 

Salman Ali Agha (Capt.), Abrar
Ahmed, Faheem Ashraf, Fakhar
Zaman, Haris Rauf, Hasan Ali,
Hasan Nawaz, Hussain Talat,
Khushdil Shah, Mohammad Haris
(wk), Mohammad Nawaz,
Mohammad Waseem Jnr,
Sahibzada Farhan, Saim Ayub,
Salman Mirza, Shaheen Shah
Afridi, Sufyan Moqim.

Pakistan leaves out Babar,
Rizwan from T20I squad

Big challenge: Salman will lead Pakistan in the continental

showpiece. AP

Press Trust of India
LAHORE

Arsenal’s quest for Premier
League glory got o� to a
winning start as Riccardo
Cala�ori’s goal beat Man-
chester United 1-0 on Sun-
day, while world champion
Chelsea was lucky to es-
cape with a 0-0 draw
against Crystal Palace.

The Gunners were far
from impressive at Old
Tra�ord but earned a huge
three points thanks to a
glaring error from United’s
stand-in goalkeeper Altay
Bayindir.

The Turkish interna-
tional �apped at Declan

Rice’s corner on 13 mi-
nutes, presenting Cala�ori
with the simple task of
heading into an empty net.

United gave debuts to all
of its new £200 million at-
tacking trident of Matheus
Cunha, Bryan Mbeumo
and Benjamin Sesko, but
could not �nd a way past
the Premier League’s best
defence for the past two
seasons.

Patrick Dorgu came
closest to an equaliser
when the Dane smashed
against the post from long
range. It was a tale of the
two goalkeepers as Arsenal
stopper David Raya also
produced �ne saves to de-
ny Cunha and Mbeumo a
perfect start to their United
careers. 

Spanish champion Bar-
celona opened its LaLiga
campaign on Saturday
with an island cruise as it
played almost an hour
against nine men on its
way to a 3-0 victory in
Mallorca.

The results: Premier League:

Nottingham Forest 3 (Wood 5,
45+2, Ndoye 42) bt Brentford 1
(Thiago 78-pen); Chelsea 0 drew
with Crystal Palace 0; Manchester
United 0 lost to Arsenal 1
(Calafiori 13)

LaLiga: Celta Vigo 0 lost to
Getafe 2 (A. Liso 47, C. Uche 72).

On Saturday: LaLiga: Mallorca 0
lost to Barcelona 3 (Raphinha 7,
Ferran Torres 23, Yamal 90+4);
Alaves 2 (T. Martinez 36, Tenaglia
92) bt Levante (Toljan 68) 1;
Valencia 1 (Lopez 57) drew with
Real Sociedad (Kubo 60) 1.

Arsenal walks away with
a win at Old Tra�ord

Staying alert: Calafiori capitalised on goalkeeper Bayindir’s mistake. REUTERS

Agence France-Presse
MANCHESTER

EURO LEAGUES

Emami East Bengal pro-
duced a �ne display of at-
tacking football to prevail
over traditional rival Mo-
hun Bagan Super Giant 2-1
in a quarter�nal of the
134th Durand Cup at the
Salt Lake Stadium here on
Sunday. 

Surprise package
East Bengal will take on

tournament debutant Dia-
mond Harbour FC, which
surprised Jamshedpur FC
earlier in the day, in the se-
cond semi�nal at the same
venue on Wednesday.

East Bengal went ahead
in the 38th minute when
Dimitrios Diamantakos,
who came in as a 17th-mi-
nute substitute for an in-
jured Hamid Ahadad, con-
verted a penalty. 

The Greek forward
scored again soon after the
break to double East Ben-
gal’s in the 52nd minute. 

Bagan pulled one back
through Anirudh Thapa in
the 68th minute but that
was not enough to stop
East Bengal from securing
a well-deserved win.

Upset victory
Diamond Harbour sprung
a big surprise by downing
former ISL League Shield
winner Jamshedpur FC 2-0
at the latter’s home ground
JRD Tata Sports Complex
to continue its remarkable
journey. 

Sairuatkima’s brace
Sairuatkima struck twice in
the �rst half to put Dia-
mond Harbour in control.
The club from West Bengal
put up a good defensive
performance in the second
half to thwart the Jamshed-
pur attacks.

The results: Quarterfinals: 

At Jamshedpur:

Jamshedpur FC 0 lost to
Diamond Harbour FC 2
(Sairuatkima 3, 41).

At Kolkata: East Bengal 2
(Dimitrios Diamantakos 38-pen,
52) bt Mohun Bagan Super Giant
1 (Anirudh Thapa 68).

The hero: Diamantakos lets out a roar after putting East Bengal

ahead. DEBASISH BHADURI

Amitabha Das Sharma
KOLKATA

East Bengal edges
Bagan, enters semis

DURAND CUP

Healy powers
Australia-A to
consolation win
Alyssa Healy blazed away
to an unbeaten 137 as
Australia-A scored a
consolatory nine-wicket
win in the inconsequential
third women’s one-dayer
against India-A in Brisbane
on Sunday.
India-A had already sealed
the three-match series
after a two-wicket win in
the second game on
Friday, having also edged
the opener by three
wickets.
The scores: India-A 216 in 47.4
overs (Shafali 52, Yastika 42,
McGrath 3/40) lost to Australia-A
222/1 in 27.5 overs (Healy 137
n.o., Wilson 59). Toss: India-A.

Ashwin clarifies his
statement on Brevis
R. Ashwin has clari�ed his
statement about the
signing of Dewald Brevis
by Chennai Super Kings,
asserting that his focal
point was the South
African’s batting
performance and not the
price at which he was
acquired midway through
IPL 2025.
A controversy erupted
when Ashwin, currently in
the CSK roster, hinted in
his YouTube channel that
the �ve-time champion
was willing to pay “extra”
to avail Brevis’ services.
“My intent in the old video
was to talk about Brevis’
batting, not about his IPL
signing amount. We have
to understand that every
player who plays in the
IPL has a contract with the
franchise and the
tournament. The franchise
and the IPL have a binding
contract and if there is

anything wrong, it won’t
be rati�ed,” said Ashwin.

Habiba triumphs as
Anahat retires hurt 
Second seed Habiba Hani
of Egypt beat top seed
Anahat Singh in the �nal
of the $27,500 Bega Open
PSA women’s squash
tournament in Australia
on Sunday. The
20-year-old Habiba led
9-11, 11-5, 11-8, 10-4 when
Anahat retired, unable to
sustain her challenge
owing to an ankle injury.
The 17-year-old Anahat,
who has 12 titles to her
credit on the PSA circuit
got o� to a good start, but
was not able to match the
athleticism and energy of
Habiba as the match
progressed.
It was the maiden PSA
World series title for
Habiba.
“It was quite tough. I tried
to push through but could
not. I have one more week
to recover before the
National championship. I
am looking forward to it,”
said Anahat, who is the

defending champion in
the tournament scheduled
in New Delhi from August
23.
The result (final): Habiba Hani
(Egy) bt Anahat Singh 9-11, 11-5,
11-8, 10-4 (retd.).

Dr. Vece Paes laid to
rest as Ganguly, Tirkey
join funeral procession
Dr. Vece Paes, an Olympic
hockey bronze medallist
and pioneering sports
medicine expert, was laid
to rest in Kolkata on
Sunday as former India
cricket captain Sourav
Ganguly and Hockey India
president Dilip Tirkey
joined mourners in his
funeral procession.
Young players lined up on
either side of the road and
raised their sticks to pay
their last respects while
his hearse made its way
into the Maidan tent.
O�cials of Hockey Bengal
were also present. 
His son Leander was
inconsolable, even as
Ganguly joined some
o�cials in comforting the
tennis legend.

SNAPSHOTS
�

Poignant: Leander Paes with Hockey India president Dilip Tirkey

and Hockey Bengal secretary Istiyak Ali during the funeral

procession. ANI
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Bournemouth forward Antoine Semenyo
thanked his teammates, Liverpool’s players and
the football community as a whole for the
“overwhelming messages of support” he received
after reporting he was racially abused by a
spectator at An�eld. Merseyside Police said on
Saturday that a 47-year-old man from Liverpool
was arrested on suspicion of a racially aggravated
public order o�ence.

Semenyo thankful for 
support in face of racism

Brentford signed Dango Ouattara from
Bournemouth for a reported £42 million on
Saturday in a deal that could free up Yoane Wissa
to leave the Bees. Ouattara, 23, scored 11 goals in
88 appearances for the Cherries.

Brentford splashes
club-record fee on Ouattara

Harry Kane and Luis Diaz scored as Bayern
Munich beat Stuttgart 2-1 away on Saturday to lift
the German Super Cup for a 10th time. The
match, which opens the German season with the
league and cup winners facing o�, was held for
the �rst time since it was renamed for football
legend Franz Beckenbauer, who died in 2024.

Bayern beats Stuttgart in
German Super Cup

INBRIEF
�

P
rabhsimran Singh
played a key role in
Punjab Kings’ run

to the �nal in the IPL this
year, leading the run
charts for his side. The 25-
year-old opener had his
best season and set a new
record for the most runs by
an uncapped player in the
competition with 549 runs.

The opener credited
head coach Ricky Ponting
for his incredible run in the
IPL.

“I feel most of the credit
goes to Ricky Ponting. He
gave me clarity. 

“Ahead of the season,
when a youngster has that

clarity, he can focus com-
pletely on enhancing his
game,” said Prabhsimran,
who is in Chennai with the
Punjab team to take part in
the Buchi Babu tourna-
ment that starts on Mon-
day. 

“This year, I felt my con-
sistency was better. In the
previous years, I would
play well, but would get
out for 30 or 35. I worked a
lot on that this year. This
time, I tried to take up
more responsibility, and I
got the results.” 

The wicketkeeper-bat-
ter also formed an e�ective
partnership alongside Pri-
yansh Arya and said the
duo worked together
ahead of the tournament
to understand each other.

“Before the season, we
heard everyone saying that

both are young uncapped
openers and questioned it.
The captain and coach
gave us clarity at the start
of the tournament itself
that we would be opening.
We would train in nets and
in practice games, and
from there we just
matched,” said Prabhsim-
ran. 

Looking ahead to the
next edition, the Punjab
opener is hoping to build
on his IPL exploits. “Every
player, when he starts play-
ing cricket, it’s his dream
to play for India. 

“For now, let’s see, I’m
just waiting. I don’t think a
lot about all that, I’m just
focusing on my game, and
if I continue to do well,
then hopefully god will
give me an opportunity
soon.” 

I tried taking more responsibility and
got the results, says Prabhsimran

Looking ahead: Prabhsimran is hoping to channel this energy and continue the consistency. FILE PHOTO:

VIJAY SONEJI

The wicketkeeper-batter had his best season in this year’s IPL and the 25-year-old will look to make the most use of that for his future assignments

S. Dipak Ragav
CHENNAI

CRICKET

Maharaja T20 KSCA: Star Sports 2 (SD & HD) & FanCode, 3 &
7 p.m.

Tennis: US Open, SS Select 1 (SD & HD) & JioHotstar, 8.30 p.m.

LaLiga: FanCode, 12.30 a.m. (Tuesday)

LIVE TELECAST

�

HYDERABAD: The five-year-old
mare Shadow Baby, who won well
in her last start, should repeat in
the upper division of the Inde-
pendence Cup, the chief event of
Monday’s (Aug. 18) races.

1 RED RUM PLATE (1,400m),
(Terms) Maiden, 3-y-o only

(Cat. II) — 12.55 p.m. (whips not
permitted): 1. Cypress (7) Kuldeep
Sr. 56, 2. Lake Michigan (4) B.R.
Kumar 56, 3. Suryavanshi (6)
Surya Prakash 56, 4. American Af-
fair (8) H.M. Akshay 54.5, 5. Bestie
(1) Md. Ekram 54.5, 6. Certainty
(3) Yash Narredu 54.5, 7. Gusto’s
Baby (2) Afroz K 54.5 and 8. Toot-
sie Darling (5) Ashad Asbar 54.5. 
1. CERTAINTY, 
2. TOOTSIE DARLING,
3. GUSTO’S BABY

2 DEVARAKONDA CUP (Div. II)
(1,100m), 3-y-o and upward,

rated 20 to 45 (Cat. III) — 1.30: 1.
Zuza (6) Ashad Asbar 60, 2. Bold
Beauty (7) P. Sai K 58.5, 3. Shoolin
(4) Mukesh K 58.5, 4. Star Medal
(8) Abhay Singh 58.5, 5. See My At-
titude (2) Surya Prakash 58, 6. Her
Ladyship (3) Kuldeep Sr. 57, 7. Ex-
clusive Luck (1) Md. Ismail 54.5, 8.
Amboseli (9) H.M. Akshay 52 and
9. Politics (5) G. Naresh 51.5.
1. ZUZA, 2. BOLD BEAUTY, 

3. SHOOLIN

3 INDEPENDENCE CUP (Div. II)
(1,200m), 5-y-o and upward,

rated 40 to 65 (Cat. II) — 2.05: 1.
She Can (4) S. Shareef 61, 2. High
Reward (3) R.S. Jodha 58.5, 3.
Warwick (1) P. Ajeeth K 58, 4. Only
My Way (6) Afroz K 57, 5. Sangreal
(7) Yash Narredu 56.5, 6. Sop-
ranos (8) Akshay K 55.5, 7. Deccan
Spirit (5) Mukesh K 54 and 8. Bliss-
ful (2) Nakhat 53.
1. SANGREAL
, 2. WARWICK, 
3. DECCAN SPIRIT

4 FAIR HAVEN PLATE (1,400m),
3-y-o and upward, rated 40 to

65 (Cat. II) — 2.40: 1. Walking
Thunder (2) Ashad Asbar 60, 2.
Star Forever (6) P. Sai K 59, 3. Em-
perors Charm (---), 4. Brilliant Lad
(1) Yash Narredu 56.5, 5. Park
Lane (4) Md. Ismail 56.5, 6. Jura-
mento (5) Surya Prakash 54.5, 7.
Ampere’s Touch (3) G. Naresh 54
and 8. Shah Of Iran (7) B. Nikhil
52.
1. BRILLIANT LAD, 
2. STAR FOREVER, 
3. JURAMENTO

5 DEVARAKONDA CUP (Div. I)
(1,100m), 3-y-o and upward,

rated 20 to 45 (Cat. III) — 3.15: 1.
Bhairava (6) P. Ajeeth K 61, 2.

gic (7) Mukesh K 56, 6. Shadow
Baby (2) Akshay K 56, 7. N R I
Dheera (8) Varun 53, 8. Sweet
Dancer (4) H.M. Akshay 52 and 9.
Windsor (3) Surya Prakash 50.
1. SHADOW BABY,
2. SHADOW FAX,
3. RIVAL

8 KARIMNAGAR PLATE (Div. II)
(1,200m), 4-y-o and upward,

rated 20 to 45 (Cat. III) — 5.00: 1.
Inderdhanush (13) Md. Ismail 60,
2. Trust Me (10) Deepak 59.5, 3.
Shooting Star (1) P. Ajeeth K 59, 4.
Silver Lining (8) Sonu K 58.5, 5.
Hoping Star (12) Mohit 57.5, 6. Di-
vine Destiny (2) Surya Prakash 57,
7. Lights On (6) R.S. Jodha 56, 8.
Lego (4) Ashad Asbar 54.5, 9.
Golden Unicorn (7) P. Sai K 52.5,
10. Lady Jane (5) Nakhat 52.5, 11.
Glimmer Of Hope (9) Kuldeep Jr.
52, 12. Battle On (3) Ajay K 51 and
13. Genie (11) Md. Ekram 51.
1. SHOOTING STAR, 
2. LEGO, 
3. INDERDHANUSH
Day’s Best: BRILLIANT LAD
Jackpot: 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8.
Mini Jackpot: (i) 2, 3, 4 & 5, (ii) 5,
6, 7 & 8.
Treble: (i) 1, 2 & 3, (ii) 3, 4 & 5, (iii)
6, 7 & 8.
Tanala: All races.

Dontblockmyway (4) Akshay K
59.5, 3. Dashing Charm (3) Ashad
Asbar 59, 4. Mark My Day (7) Na-
khat 59, 5. Double Bubble (9)
Kuldeep Sr. 58.5, 6. Only The
Brave (1) Ajay K 57.5, 7. Mexican
Wave (8) R.S. Jodha 57, 8. Peanut
(5) Mukesh K 53.5 and 9. Una Pa-
loma Blanca (2) Surya Prakash 50.
1. DONTBLOCKMYWAY, 
2. DASHING CHARM,
3. PEANUT

6 ASCOT PLATE (1,200m)
(Terms), 3-y-o and upward,

(Cat. II) — 3.50: 1. Berrettini (10) P.
Sai K 62, 2. Ragnarok (11) Santosh
Raj 62, 3. Calistoga (2) Akshay K
60, 4. Espionage (9) Kuldeep Sr.
60, 5. Maverick (5) Varun 60, 6. D
Minchu (3) P. Ajeeth K 58.5, 7.
Pontefract (4) Likith Appu 58.5, 8.
Torchbearer (1) Ashad Asbar 58, 9.
Baisa (8) G. Naresh 56.5, 10.
Calista Girl (7) Gaurav 56.5 and 11.
Runlikethewind (6) Md. Ekram 52.
1. BERRETTINI, 2. ESPIONAGE,
3. CALISTOGA

7 INDEPENDENCE CUP (Div. I)
(1,200m), 5-y-o and upward,

rated 40 to 65 (Cat. II) — 4.25: 1.
Kingston (5) Abhay Singh 61.5, 2.
Rival (6) P. Sai K 60, 3. Romantic
Grey (9) Afroz K 58.5, 4. Shadow
Fax (1) Sonu K 57, 5. Mix The Ma-

Shadow Baby should repeat in feature event
HYDERABAD: Trainer S. Wa-
heed’s grey filly Pyrite, piloted by
A. Sandesh, snatched victory in a
thrilling blanket finish from Victor
Hugo, Rise And Reign and Gala-
had, in the Nizam’s Gold Cup, the
main attraction of Sunday’s (Aug.
17) races. The winner is owned by
Mr. Ketan S. Wakkar, Mrs. Jalpa K.
Boricha & Mrs. Roshni C. Punjabi
rep. Aditya Solar Solution (PF), Mr.
Amit V. Menda, Mr. Chirag V. Shah,
Mr. Anil V. Poduval, Mr. Rajiv
Tinaikar, Mrs. Minal Pitale, Mr.
Suresh Pitale & Mr. Nihar Pitale
rep. Green Turf Racing LLP.

1. DONCASTER PLATE (1,100M): N R
I HIGH POWER (Akshay Kumar) 1,
Emerald Touch (Neeraj) 2, Foxy
Girl (H.M. Akshay) 3 and Shreshh-
tha (Mukesh K) 4. 2, 7-3/4 and 5-1/4.
1m 7.45s. ₹13 (w), 11, 13 and 17 (p).
SHP: 25, THP: 35, SHW: 13 and 14,
FP: 28, Q: 25, Tanala: 78. Favour-
ite: N R I High Power.

Owners: M/s. Ravinder Reddy
Male, Suchit Jayraj Shah &
Prabhakar Chowdary Tripuraneni.
Trainer: D. Netto.

2. GADWAL PLATE (1,800M): TAKE
A BREATH (Ajay Kumar) 1, Silver
Arrow (P. Sai K) 2, Federer (P.
Ajeeth K) 3 and Nkalanzinzi (Ashad
Asbar) 4. 10-1/2, 1/2 and 2-3/4. 1m

55. 18s. ₹17 (w), 12, 12 and 11 (p).
SHP: 41, SHW: 10 and 16, FP: 93, Q:
45, Tanala: 126. Favourite: Take A
Breath.

Owners: M/s. V. Avinash Reddy, V.
Narendar Reddy & K. Mallikarjuna
Rao. Trainer: G. Shashikanth.
3. COLONEL B. SANTOSH BABU ME-
MORIAL CUP (2,000M): RACING
RULER (P. Sai Kumar) 1, Black Dust
(Ajay K) 2, Freedom Touch (Neeraj)
3 and Dapper Look (Akshay K) 4. 3-
1/2, 1 and 4-1/2. 2m 6. 76s. ₹21 (w),
10, 15 and 16 (p). SHP: 32, THP: 31,
SHW: 20 and 39, FP: 170, Q: 92,
Tanala: 526. Favourite: Dapper
Look.

Owners: M/s. Teja Gollapudi, Bol-
lineni Krishnaiah, Ashok Ranpise,
Seshadri Reddy Pochana, Mukund
Kakani, Teegala Vijender Reddy,
Teegala Sumant Reddy & Harinath
Reddy Teegala. Trainer: K.S.V.
Prasad Raju.
4. BROWN JACK PLATE (1,100M):
TAALIYAH (Deepak Singh) 1, Most
Beautiful (Akshay K) 2, Bien
Pensant (Surya Prakash) 3 and
Noorian (Ajay K) 4. 1, 2-1/4 and 2.
1m 10. 02s. ₹99 (w), 23, 14 and 22
(p). SHP: 39, THP: 52, SHW: 54 and
19, FP: 524, Q: 197, Tanala: 1,444.
Favourite: Always Special.

Owners: M/s. Md. Sultan,

and Head. 2m 5. 24s. ₹16 (w), 10, 22
and 10 (p). SHP: 44, THP: 27, SHW:
15 and 23, FP: 80, Q: 65, Tanala:
262. Favourite: Pyrite.

Owners: Mr. Ketan S. Wakkar, Mrs.
Jalpa K. Boricha & Mrs. Roshni C.
Punjabi rep. Aditya Solar Solution
(PF), Mr. Amit V. Menda, Mr.
Chirag V. Shah, Mr. Anil V.
Poduval, Mr. Rajiv Tinaikar, Mrs.
Minal Pitale, Mr. Suresh Pitale &
Mr. Nihar Pitale rep. Green Turf
Racing LLP. Trainer: S. Waheed.
7. KARIMNAGAR PLATE (DIV. I)
(1,200M): CHERISH THE LADY (P.
Sai Kumar) 1, Fashion Icon (Akshay
K) 2, Swiss Girl (Md. Ismail) 3 and
Sargent (H.M. Akshay) 4. Neck, 4-
1/4 and 1/2. 1m 15. 60s. ₹17 (w), 15,
14 and 46 (p). SHP: 24, THP: 123,
SHW: 10 and 24, FP; 43, Q: 26,
Tanala: 561. Favourite: Cherish
The Lady.

Owners: M/s. Teja Gollapudi, Bol-
lineni Krishnaiah, Seshadri Reddy
Pochana, Satish Kumar Reddy
Poondla, Giri Prathamesh Ma-
hadev & Ashok Ranpise. Trainer:
K.S.V. Prasad Raju.

Jackpot: 70%:₹6,150 (71 tkts.), 30%:
908 (206 tkts.). Mini Jackpot: (i)
1,923 (40 tkts.), (ii) 2,899 (28 tkts.).
Treble: (i) 793 (44 tkts.), (ii) 246
(204 tkts.).

Narasimha Reddy Banala,
Sreerama Suresh & Chalapathi Rao
Parini. Trainer: M.F. Ali Khan.

NOTE: Originally Most Beautiful
had won this race and Taaliyah
ended second. An objection was
raised by jockey Deepak Singh
(Taaliyah astride) against Akshay
for shifting out alarmingly and tak-
ing his ground in the last 400m.
The Stewards after interviewing
both jockeys decided to uphold
the objection and revised the or-
der as above.

5. TELANGANA AND ANDHRA SUB
AREA CUP (1,600M): NONPARIEL
(Mukesh Kumar) 1, Get Lucky (Md.
Ekram) 2, Secret Saint (Trevor) 3
and Dali’s Destiny (Yash Narredu)
4. 3-1/2, Head and 6-1/2. 1m 39. 22s.
₹31 (w), 12, 14 and 10 (p). SHP: 26,
THP: 80, SHW: 28 and 46, FP: 208,
Q: 89, Tanala: 239. Favourite:
Secret Saint.

Owners: Mr. Rajendran rep. Ra-
par’s Galloping Stars LLP, Mr.
Tripuranenivenkata Aditya Chow-
dary & Mr. P. Ranga Raju. Trainer:
D. Netto.

6. NIZAM’S GOLD CUP (GR. 2)
(2,000M): PYRITE (A. Sandesh) 1,
Victor Hugo (Vivek G) 2, Rise And
Reign (Yash Narredu) 3 and Gala-
had (Trevor) 4. Head, Short Head

Pyrite claims the Nizam’s Gold Cup

For someone who’s bow-
led very little in senior
cricket, it came as a sur-
prise to watch Ayush
Mhatre practise his o�-
spin, bowling to Sarfaraz
Khan in the nets at the
A.M. Jain College ground
here on Sunday.

Mumbai was preparing
for its opening �xture in
the Buchi Babu All India
cricket tournament against
TNCA XI, set to begin at the
Gojan-B ground on Mon-
day. 

“I had a niggle, so I
didn’t bowl in the England
tour (India u-19 tour in
June and July). But I bowl
regularly,” he emphasised
after practice.

Despite the presence of
a few senior players in the
squad, the 18-year-old has
been entrusted with the
responsibility of leading
his side in the tournament. 

“I’m very glad to cap-
tain the Mumbai team. It’s
very special for me. I’m ve-
ry lucky to captain Mum-
bai at such a young age!”
he said.

But he isn’t wearing the
captaincy hat for the �rst
time. He led the India u-19
side that toured England
recently. He’s been named
the captain again for the
u-19 tour to Australia in
September. 

Speaking about how
captaincy has had a posi-
tive impact on his overall
game, he said: “The (sense
of ) responsibility has im-
proved. And the involve-
ment in the game has been
better for me now, because
as a captain, you have to be
alert for all the situations.”

Having played for CSK
last IPL season, he said he
has “learned from Mahi
bhai (M.S. Dhoni) to stay
calm in any situation and
make smart decisions on
the �eld without being
aggressive.”

He’s clear in his head
when it comes to his ap-
proach to batting in multi-
day cricket. “Every batter
has his own strengths, and
my strength is aggressive
cricket. I just think about
scoring runs. So automati-
cally, if the ball comes in
my range, I just hit it,” he
said.

I am glad to captain
Mumbai: Mhatre

Embracing responsibility: Mhatre feels the time spent with Dhoni

at CSK would help him lead Mumbai. FILE PHOTO: EMMANUAL YOGINI

S. Prasanna Venkatesan
CHENNAI

Services Sports Control Board (SSCB) and Kerala
won the men’s and women’s water polo crowns,
respectively, at the 78th National aquatics
championships, which concluded in Ahmedabad
on Sunday.

The results (winners only): Diving: Men: Synchronised

platform: N. Willson Singh and Indiver Sairem (SSCB) 287.40;
3m springboard: Satish Kumar Prajapati (SSCB) 303.85; 3m

synchronised springboard: Surajit Rajbanshi and
Y.Premson Meitei (SSCB) 290.19; 1m springboard: Surajit
Rajbanshi (SSCB) 298.30; Platform: Siddharth Pardeshi
(SSCB) 316.60.

Women: 3m springboard: Shravani Suryawanshi (Mah)
186.50; Synchronised platform: Hrutika Shriramand Esha
Waghmode (RSPB) 159.09; Platform: Shravani Suryawanshi
(Mah) 181.45; 3m synchronised springboard: Esha
Waghmode and Hrutika Shriram (RSPB) 157.62; 1m

springboard: Ashna Chevli (Guj) and Hrutika Shriram (RSPB)
146.50.

Water polo: Men: gold: SSCB bt RSPB 11-10 via penalty
shootout; bronze: Indian Police bt Maharashtra 11-10.

Women: gold: Kerala bt Indian Police 17-7; bronze:

Karnataka bt Bengal 9-6.

Services, Kerala clinch
National water polo titles

Newly appointed India
head coach Khalid Jamil on
Sunday cleared the air
about non-inclusion of the
talismanic striker Sunil
Chhetri from the CAFA Na-
tions Cup national camp,
saying it was just a prepara-
tory tournament for the
crucial Asian Cup qualify-
ing round matches in
October.

Jamil on Friday had
named 35 probables for
the upcoming CAFA Na-

tions Cup in Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan, with Chhetri
missing from the list. Ho-
wever, he made it clear
that Chhetri is expected to

walk into the national team
for the Asian Cup qualify-
ing round matches against
Singapore on October 9
(away) and October 14

(home).
“I also want to try out a

few other players during
this FIFA window. I had a
talk with him about the
same. It’s always a pleasure
to have a player like him in
the team, and the door is
always open for him,” Jamil
said on the second day of
the national camp here.

Placed in Group B of the
CAFA Nations Cup, India
will face co-host Tajikistan
on August 29, Iran on Sep-
tember 1 and Afghanistan
on September 4. The third-
place match and the �nal
will be played on Septem-
ber 8 in Hisor and Tash-
kent (Uzbekistan).

Jamil clears air on Chhetri’s omission
from CAFA Nations Cup national camp

Press Trust of India
BENGALURU

FOOTBALL

Task cut out: India head coach Jamil wants to take one step at a

time and make sure that the team remains united. X/INDIANFOOTBALL

Kishane Thompson
eclipsed Olympic 100m
champion Noah Lyles at
the Silesia Diamond
League meet on Saturday,
and Keely Hodgkinson
made an impressive come-
back over 800m a year af-
ter winning gold at the Pa-
ris Games.

A host of world and
Olympic champions, hea-
dlined by the likes of Kar-
sten Warholm — with an in-
credible performance in
the 400m hurdles — Ar-
mand ‘Mondo’ Duplantis,

Faith Kipyegon and Femke
Bol shone in hot and hu-
mid conditions in front of
more than 40,000 fans in
the Polish city of Chorzow.

Thompson made an
electric start and led from
gun to tape for victory in

9.87 seconds. Lyles had to
be content with second in
9.90s.

Hodgkinson clocked
1min 54.74sec, the fastest
in the world this year.

Kipyegon clocked
8:07.04 over the non-

Olympic distance, falling
just short of the 8:06.11
World record set by Chi-
na’s Wang Junxia in 1993.

Warholm looked in as-
tonishing form in the
400m hurdles after a two-
month training block at
home in Norway, timing a
world-leading time of
46.28s.

Dutch star Femke Bol
comfortably extended her
six-race win streak in the
women’s 400m hurdles
this year with victory in
51.91s. Duplantis, fresh
from setting his 13th pole
vault World record with
6.29m in Budapest on
Tuesday, failed to hit those
heights but secured victory
in 6.10m.

Thompson roars to victory ahead of Lyles;
Warholm, Hodgkinson steal the limelight

Agence France-Presse
CHORZOW

DIAMOND LEAGUE

Fast and furious: Thompson made an electric start and led from

gun to tape for victory in 9.87 seconds. AFP 
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H
arry Brook had thrown his
hand away after a blistering
111, o�ering India just the
slimmest of lifelines. Akash

Deep, India’s least e�ective and
impressive pacer of the game, had
provided the breakthrough; it was now up
to his other two comrades to step up.

Twice in the preceding three years,
including in Leeds this June, India had
allowed England to chase down totals in
excess of 370 with consummate ease. In
Birmingham in 2022, Joe Root and Jonny
Bairstow smashed centuries to muscle
their side to a commanding seven-wicket
win in the �nal match of a series that
ended more than 12 months after it
began. At Headingley in the �rst Test of
the latest showdown, England sauntered
untroubled to 371 for the loss of �ve
wickets, Root again unconquered as he
completed a demolition job started by
Zak Crawley and Ben Duckett.

These two constituted England’s two
highest successful chases in Test history.
Now, at The Oval, it appeared as if those
two chases would bookend an assault on
374, the target Shubman Gill’s side had set
for the hosts to complete a 3-1 series
victory.

India had done the early running
through Mohammed Siraj, who plucked
out Crawley’s o�-stump o� the �nal ball of
the third day and then pinged stand-in
skipper Ollie Pope in front a little over 75
minutes into the fourth morning.
Between these two strikes came a crucial
blow, delivered by a towering 29-year-old
who has been around the �rst-class circuit
for a long time but was only playing his
sixth Test.

In his second coming as a Test batter,
in the Ben Stokes-Brendon McCullum
management era, Duckett has emerged as
an enterprising, fearless, uninhibited
stroke-maker, the aggressor who takes on
bowling attacks with surprising
consistency, given the high risk associated
with his batting. The little left-hander had
a torrid time in his �rst run back in 2016
but reintegrated into the Test set-up in
2022, he has been a fabulous tone-setter
for the Bazballing Englishmen.

At Headingley, Duckett had smashed
149 while dominating an opening stand of
188 with Crawley; at The Oval, he had
eased to 54 and looked set for another
big, de�ning hand when Prasidh Krishna
decided to gatecrash his party. With a full
ball that moved late, Prasidh defeated the
booming Duckett cover-drive and found
the outside edge expertly held at second
slip by K.L. Rahul. It was a huge moment
in the game, magni�ed an hour later by
Siraj’s dismissal of Pope. With England
106 for three, India felt this was its time.

It eventually was, of course, but Gill’s
boys took the scenic route to the �nish
line when a more mundane but less
arduous path beckoned. Prasidh, the
designated short-ball enforcer because he
can fuse bounce with pace, extracted a
false shot from Brook that �ew to long-leg;
Siraj held the catch but stepped on the
rope in what for long threatened to be the
turning point. Brook should have been
dismissed for 19, England should have
slumped further to 137 for four. What
followed was carnage, with Brook laying
into India with gusto and Root playing his
customary unhurried hand, allowing the
more boisterous younger man to do the
running while he provided the calm and
the assurance.

With every scything Brook stroke, the
�ght seemed to ooze out of the visitors.
Their body language was as �at as the
bowling and they merely went through
the motions when, after a 195-run alliance
with Root, Brook charged Akash and put
up a catch to mid-o�. Now 301 for four,
England needed just 73 with six wickets
(including an injured Chris Woakes who
had dislocated his left shoulder on the
opening day) in hand; India had to
somehow prise out those six wickets if it
was to come back from a series in which
Gill’s men more than held their own
without anything to show for their
perseverance.

Operating from one end, as if on
autopilot as he went through one over
after another without losing focus,
accuracy, control or intensity, was Siraj,
relishing the responsibility of being the
lead bowler in Jasprit Bumrah’s absence.
But he couldn’t do it all on his own. He
needed support of the kind Akash had
provided in Birmingham, though it was
clear that this time around, that had to
come from elsewhere, given how sub-par
the Bengal pacer’s display was. Elsewhere
meant Prasidh, who had had a mixed
series — plenty of wickets, sure, but also
plenty of runs conceded in quick time.

India didn’t have runs to play with in
this instance. Prasidh knew this, England
knew this, the thousands at the ground
knew this, the millions watching on
television knew this. But knowing is one
thing, doing is quite another, right?

Heroic and extended burst

And therefore, in a heroic and extended
burst split by rain and stumps on the
fourth day, Prasidh turned in indisputably
the most in�uential spell of his �edgling
Test career. In the end, Siraj rightly
walked away with most of the accolades
for his tireless, un�agging commitment to
the cause, but it needed the Hyderabadi’s
incandescence to shade Prasidh’s
endeavours. In a last spell of 8-1-19-3, the
29-year-old Prasidh was consistently
threatening, mixing craft with intelligence
to make the most of favourable overhead
conditions, a Duke’s ball that did the
faster bowlers’ bidding and an unusually
tense and nervy England batting that bore
no resemblance to the juggernaut it had
been with Brook and Root were running
amok.

Let’s go back to the immediacy of the
Brook dismissal, which brought Jacob
Bethell, who will soon become the
youngest man to lead England, to the
middle. Bethell had made a half-century
in the second innings of each of his three
previous Tests, all in New Zealand in
December, but this was di�erent. This
was pressure; the left-hander was playing
his �rst game of the series, slotting in at
the No. 6 position that Ben Stokes had
made his own. He was jumpy, anxious,
edgy; Siraj and even Akash gave him
nothing to score o�, so it was no surprise
that when Prasidh came back for what
became his �nal spell, Bethell
optimistically charged the pacer and
managed an inside-edge on to his
middle-stump.

Perceptibly, the dynamics shifted and
the pressure got to even Root, by now

having brought up his 39th century and
becoming Test cricket’s second highest
run-maker, behind Sachin Tendulkar.
Prasidh, on a mission, produced a
wobble-seam delivery that angled in,
straightened and evoked a tentative prod
from a man on 105 that took the edge on
its way to the wicketkeeper. Prasidh
roared, The Oval echoed with a collective
roar of its own. India had the bit between
its teeth; it would return the following
morning for 56 dramatic minutes to seal a
magni�cent six-run win, Prasidh’s �nal
act an express full ball that accounted for
Josh Tongue.

Despite playing only three of the �ve
matches, the aggressive Prasidh ended up
with 14 wickets, the joint fourth highest
across teams, alongside Bumrah and
behind only Siraj, Tongue and Stokes. His
economy of 4.94 was easily the highest of
all bowlers with more than two wickets
but wait — Prasidh boasted a strike-rate of
45 (that’s seven-and-a-half overs per
wicket) which was topped only by Tongue
(40.10) among bowlers from both sides
that had played more than one Test. 

Pause for a moment, and let that sink
in. For all his pro�igacy, Prasidh took his
wickets quicker than Siraj (48.39) and
Bumrah, who needed 51.28 balls per
success. If he is viewed as an attacking
prospect in the short-to-mid-term, who
can argue with that line of thought?

Prasidh is the �rst to acknowledge the
need to keep his economy under check. It
was a task he performed with aplomb in
the climactic stages of the Oval Test, when
he bowled fast and furious without losing
his discipline, but he is aware that in the
long run, he can’t a�ord to leak
boundaries by the bagful. 

Three or four good deliveries in an
over have invariably been o�set by at least
one four-ball, and while it’s a worthy
trade-o� when the wickets keep coming,
there is something to be said for the value
of building pressure through dot balls and

maiden overs, which are generally the
bread-and-butter of fast bowling on
batter-friendly pitches that are currently
the norm in England, at the very least.

That he is a wicket-taking bowler is
evidenced from 22 scalps from six Tests,
all of them overseas — two in South
Africa, one in Australia and now three in
England. With a big question mark
hanging over Bumrah’s sustained
availability and the likes of Akash and
Mukesh Kumar struggling for both �tness
and consistent penetration, Prasidh has
emerged as the ideal foil to Siraj, now
primed to take over as the fast-bowling
spearhead for some time to come.

Prasidh’s big tests lie immediately
ahead of him, assuming he gets to play
against the West Indies and South Africa
at home in October and November
respectively.

India is unlikely to go in with more
than two quicks, at the most, and
whether the Karnataka man �gures in the
XI will depend on Bumrah’s status and
whether the think-tank feels Siraj needs a
break after his extraordinary exploits in
England. It won’t be lost on Prasidh that
he will have only a bit part to play in
India’s backyard, where spin is likely to be
the preferred mode of destruction despite
the misadventure against New Zealand
last year. 

As such, he will need to be more on
point, keeping an eye on his economy
while providing the cutting edge with the
new SG Test ball that he is more familiar
with than the Kookaburra and the Duke’s
with which he has operated hitherto in
the �ve-day game.

Seemingly having put his injury woes
behind him, Prasidh can expect a decent
run in the next few years if he can build
on his English gains. He might be a late
bloomer, but that’s precisely what could
work in his favour in an era where
workload management has become such
a misused phrase.

Prasidh emerges as the 
ideal foil to Siraj

Big tests lie immediately ahead of the Karnataka pacer, but the 29-year-old can expect a decent run in the next few years if 

he can build on his English gains

AP
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Despite playing only three of
the five Tests in the
Anderson-Tendulkar Trophy,
the aggressive Prasidh ended
up with 14 wickets, the joint
fourth highest across teams

�

That Prasidh is a wicket-taking
bowler is evidenced from 22
scalps from six Tests, all of
them overseas — two in South
Africa, one in Australia and
now three in England

�

Prasidh is the first to
acknowledge the need to keep
his economy under check.
Three or four good deliveries in
an over have invariably been
o�set by at least one four-ball

R. Kaushik
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Astronomers reported in The Astrophysical Journal on August 13, 2025, that they had found a new type of supernova that occurs when a black hole wins a gravitational

tug-of-war against a giant star. The stars’ final moments are depicted in this artist’s illustration. REUTERS 
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BIG SHOT

F
or almost two centuries,
biologists have divided the earth
into large biogeographical
regions. Each region hosts a

unique mix of species shaped by its own
history, climate, and barriers, such as
oceans and mountains. Because those
histories di�er, many scientists assumed
the inner layout of species inside every
region would be idiosyncratic — that
South America’s biodiversity, for
example, would organise itself in a very
di�erent way from Africa’s.

At the same time, global rules clearly
exist. Tropical zones almost everywhere
teem with life while polar zones host far
fewer species. The authors of a new study
wondered: could there also be a universal
rule inside each biogeographical region,
one that transcended continents, oceans,
and even entire branches of the tree of
life?

Answering that question could reveal
the basic forces that assemble nature’s
living mosaics and show conservationists
where protection could deliver the biggest
payo�.

Peeling the onion
A new study, authored by scientists in
Spain, Sweden, and the UK, reported just
such a pattern in the July edition of Nature
Ecology & Evolution.

According to University of Kashmir
Department of Botany assistant professor
Irfan Rashid, the study provides a rare,
large-scale, data-backed con�rmation of a
general rule in biogeography.

In search of a hidden rule, the
researchers cast an exceptionally wide
net. They studied more than 30,000
species, including birds, mammals,
amphibians, reptiles, rays, dragon�ies,
and trees. Information about the species’
ranges came from global databases such
as the IUCN Red List, BirdLife
International, and US Forest inventories.
The team also tiled the earth’s surface
into thousands of cells of equal area —
each about 111 sq. km for most land
animals, for example — and recorded all
the species living there.

Then the researchers used a network
analysis tool called Infomap to group
those cells together whose species
frequently co-occurred. Each cluster thus
became a biogeographical region, and the
species most tied to that region were
tagged as characteristic, i.e. as belonging
to its core community. Species that spilled
over from neighbouring regions were
called non-characteristic.

Finally, they took snapshots of four
types of diversity in every cell: species

richness (how many characteristic species
live here), biota overlap (what fraction of
species are non-chracteristic); occupancy
(how widely do characteristic species
range); and endemicity (how much of
each characteristic species’ range is
con�ned to that region alone).

With these four numbers in hand, the
researchers ran a clustering algorithm on
all the cells. If biodiversity organised itself
di�erently among di�erent kinds of
organisms, cells from birds would cluster
apart from cells from mammals, and so
on. If a common rule existed, however,
the algorithm would lump cells from
many di�erent taxa together.

This is how the researchers were
eventually able to split the world into
seven repeating biogeographical sectors.
More importantly, they found that the
sectors appear again and again inside
every major region and for every
taxonomic group, lining up in a
remarkably orderly pattern.

The core hotspots were highly rich,
highly endemic, and had almost no
foreign species. The next inner layers
were still species-rich but had slightly
more endemic species and slightly more
widespread species. The middle layers
had no richness and also had some
non-characteristic species. Finally, the
transition zones were species-poor and
packed with wide-ranging generalists
from multiple regions.

That is, biodiversity everywhere was
organised like an onion: with dense,
unique biodiversity at the centre and
grading outward towards porous, mixed
margins.

The researchers also found that in 98%
of region--taxon combinations,
temperature plus rainfall models could

predict which sector a cell belonged to.
This implied that only species that could
tolerate the local conditions could survive
in a given layer.

Further, the species that inhabited the
outer layers were also usually subsets, not
replacements, of inner layer species. That
is, moving outward from the core, there
were fewer specialist species rather than
entirely di�erent specialised species.

“The study provides a strong basis for
understanding broad ecological trends,”
Amit Chawla, Principal Scientist at the
CSIR-Institute of Himalayan Bioresource
Technology (IHBT) in Palampur,
Himachal Pradesh, said. “It shows how
biodiversity tends to spread outward from
regional hotspots, and how
environmental �lters like elevation or
climate allow some species to move while
blocking others.”

Geographical gaps
In a time of climate uncertainty,
understanding how species are spread
can help make smarter decisions about
what to protect and where. In the Indian
Himalayas, for example, this could mean
looking beyond traditional protected
areas and focusing on key habitats,
altitudinal zones, and natural corridors.

“We need to look at how changes in
rainfall or temperature are a�ecting
biodiversity along mountain slopes,”
Chawla said. “Small experiments that
simulate these changes can give us
important insights.”

“The Himalayas are already
experiencing rising temperatures and
shifting rainfall and are at the frontlines of
this change. Studies like this one o�er a
useful lens to understand the big picture,”
Asif Bashir Shikari, professor of genetics
and plant breeding at the Sher-e-Kashmir
University of Agricultural Sciences and
Technology, said.

Finally, Chawla did point out that while
the study was global in scope, it had some
geographical gaps. “For instance, groups
like dragon�ies in Eurasia and trees in
North America were studied only in
limited regions. The conclusions for these
taxa could have been stronger with more
comprehensive global datasets,” he said.

He added that some biodiversity-rich
regions in the tropics and Global South,
including parts of India, were
underrepresented for certain taxa,
underscoring the need for region-speci�c
research to complement these global
�ndings.

In sum, the newly uncovered
core-to-transition rule turns the earth’s
messy quilt of species’ ranges into
something organised in layers. By
identifying how environmental �lters
shape these layers, the study could give
conservationists a sharper lens through
which to understand and protect the
living planet.

(Hirra Azmat is a Kashmir-based
journalist who writes on science, health,
and environment. azmathirra@gmail.com,
mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in)

Biodiversity everywhere is ordered
by a common ‘hidden’ pattern 

A new study has found that biodiversity is organised like an onion: with dense, unique biodiversity at the centre and grading outward towards porous, mixed margins; these

�ndings could reveal insights into the basic forces that assemble nature’s living mosaics and show conservationists where protection could have the biggest payo� 

A newly uncovered core rule turns the earth’s messy quilt of species’ ranges into something organised in layers. DAVIDVRAJU (CC BY-SA) 

Hirra Azmat
Vasudevan Mukunth 

The study provides a strong basis for
understanding broad ecological
trends 

AMIT CHAWLA 
PRINCIPAL SCIENTIST AT THE CSIR-INSTITUTE OF
HIMALAYAN BIORESOURCE TECHNOLOGY (IHBT),
PALAMPUR
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Researchers tiled the earth
into cells and recorded the
species there. Then a tool
called Infomap grouped
together those cells whose
species co-occurred. Species
were tagged as characteristic
or non-characteristic. Finally,
they took snapshots of four
types of diversity in every cell

�

Researchers then ran a
clustering algorithm on all the
cells. If biodiversity organised
itself di�erently among
di�erent organisms, cells from
birds would cluster apart
from mammals, and so on.
Thus they split the world into
seven sectors. The sectors
appear repeatedly inside
every major region and for
every taxonomic group, lining
up in an orderly pattern

�

It was found that temperature
plus rainfall models could
predict which sector a cell
belonged to. This implies that
only species that can tolerate
local conditions can survive in
a given layer. Moving outward
from the core, there were
fewer specialist species rather
than entirely di�erent species.
The study shows that
environmental filters allow
some species to move while
blocking others

In an article published in the
journal BMJ Global Health on
August 5, researchers from the
American University of Beirut in
Lebanon coined a new word:
healthocide. The authors wrote
that the word captures a new,
extreme pattern of violence
against health systems that
routine talk of “attacks on
healthcare” does not capture.
Instead, they continued, today’s
deliberate, large-scale
destruction of whole health
ecosystems in conflict zones
such as Gaza needs to be called
healthocide.

If the word is applied to recent
wars, it could include a
coordinated strategy to kill
clinicians, bomb hospitals, block
ambulances, and dismantle
supply chains in order to erase a
population’s capacity for care.
According to the authors,
healthocide also frames these
acts as being akin to genocide,
i.e. the intentional destruction of
a collective good essential to life
and dignity, and thus demands
stronger legal protections.

The authors also state that
physicians and educators must
document violations, push
governments to enforce
international humanitarian law,
and to keep themselves from
being complicit in healthocides.

In e�ect, by naming the phenomenon, the
authors have sought to galvanise the medical
community against the increasing
weaponisation of healthcare.

Not all experts are convinced a new word is
necessary. For example, Len Rubenstein, chair of
the group Safeguarding Health in Conflict
Coalition, told NPR he doesn’t think “it adds [to]
what we already understand about the sanctity
of health care and war.” On the other hand,
University of Greenwich global health expert
Amal Elamin said the word “reinforces the fact
that the targeted attacks on health care settings
and health workers is no longer an isolated
precedent.”

Healthocide: war against healthcare
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WHAT IS IT?

Israeli soldiers exit a tunnel underneath the European

Hospital in the Gaza Strip on June 5, 2025. REUTERS 

Vasudevan Mukunth
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Trains which are going
to get additional
stoppages across T.N. 

38
As many as 38 trains running

across Tamil Nadu will have

additional stoppages from

August 18, Union Minister L. Murugan said.

Mr. Murugan said he received petitions

demanding that express trains, superfast

trains and passenger trains stop at

additional railway stations in the State. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Persons injured in
Dahi Handi festivities
in Mumbai, Thane

318
Two people have died and

more than 300 have

sustained injuries during

the ‘Dahi Handi’ festival in Mumbai and

Thane that drew large crowds of people,

civic officials said on Sunday. Of the 318

persons injured in Mumbai, only 24 have

been hospitalised. PTI

People evacuated as
Turkish rescuers battle
wild�re in Gallipoli

250
The fire began in the

northwestern province

of Canakkale, and

spread quickly due to high winds in the

hills near the town of Gelibolu, on the

shores of the busy shipping strait. More

than 250 people were evacuated overnight

as the wildfire raged on. AFP

Demonstrators
detained by Israeli
police in protests

38
Thousands of Israelis took

part in a nationwide strike on

Sunday in support of the

families of hostages held in Gaza, calling

on Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to

reach an agreement with Hamas to end

the war and release the remaining

captives. REUTERS

Total out�ow by
foreign portfolio
investors in equities 

1.16
In ₹ lakh crore. Foreign

investors offloaded

Indian equities worth

nearly ₹21,000 crore in the first half of

August, pressured by U.S.-India trade

tensions, lacklustre first-quarter corporate

earnings, and a weakening rupee. PTI
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The story so far: 

E
20 petrol, which contains 20%
ethanol and is being sold by
Indian oil re�ners, has been
much in the news lately. India

has achieved its target to blend 20%
ethanol per litre of fuel �ve years ahead of
the target under the National Policy on
Biofuels. Ethanol blending in India rose
from just 1.5% in 2014 to 20% in 2025,
backed by the government’s strong �scal
incentives to the sugarcane industry.
While the government says ethanol
blending achieves a range of goals such as
cutting greenhouse gas emissions,
bolstering farmers’ incomes and reducing
India’s oil import bill, its bene�ts to the
environment require closer scrutiny.

How are vehicle owners reacting to
this change? 
Vehicles sold in India from 2023 come
with E20 stickers, indicating compatibility
with 20% ethanol blended petrol.
Additionally, manufacturers have
addressed the concerns of those who own
older vehicles. Hero Motocrop says in its
website, “The material composition such
as rubbers, elastomers and plastic
components that are directly exposed to
fuel also need to be changed to E20
compatible materials.” 

However, according to LocalCircles,
two in three petrol vehicle owners are
against the E20 mandate. Only 12% of the
36,000 people surveyed across 315
districts are in favour of the switch. Critics
cited a drop in mileage and increased
maintenance costs. The survey urged the
Union government to allow consumers to
choose the type of fuel they want. 

While the Centre admitted to a
“marginal drop” in engine e�ciency, it
said this “can be further minimised
through improved engine tuning and use
of E20-compatible materials.” Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri has called the
consumer angst a “vili�cation campaign”
facilitated by “vested, economic
interests”. While the Union government
attempts to defend its E20 policy, its own
think tank, the NITI Aayog, has urged the
government “to compensate the
consumers for a drop in e�ciency from
ethanol blended fuels”, by way of “tax
incentives on E10 and E20 fuel”.

According to the Minister, “since
2014-15 India has already saved more than
₹1.40 lakh crore in foreign exchange
through petrol substitution.” But has the
bene�t been passed to the end consumer? 

An analysis by The Hindu showed that
Coal India Ltd, Oil & Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC), Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC), Bharat Petroleum
Corporation (BPCL), and Gas Authority of
India Ltd collectively contributed ₹1.27
lakh crore, or 42.3% of the total ₹3 lakh
crore dividends the Union government
received from non-banking Public Sector
Undertaking (PSUs) between 2020-21 and
2024-25. IOC and BPCL together saw a
255% rise in their dividend payouts since
2022-23 and a 65% decrease in oil prices.
However, the two PSUs only passed on a
2% decrease in petrol prices to the public.

What about the impact on
agriculture? 
Sugarcane-based ethanol supply has
grown from 40 crore litres in FY14 to
nearly 670 crore litres, derived from
about 9% of total sugar output, in FY24.
The Union government says it has paid
“over ₹1.20 lakh crore to farmers” since

FY15. But how environmentally friendly is
India’s dependence on sugarcane for
ethanol? 

About 60-70 tonnes of water is
required to cultivate one tonne of
sugarcane. Many sugarcane growing
regions in India do not receive the 1,500
to 3,000 millimetre rainfall that is
necessary for the crop’s optimal growth.
This leads to groundwater extraction and
unsustainable irrigation methods. A 2023
Central Groundwater Board report says
that sugarcane growing districts in
Maharashtra extract more groundwater
than nearby regions. Distress among
sugarcane growers in that State has been
widely reported. Unsustainable
agriculture practices accelerate land
degradation. The Deserti�cation and
Land Degradation Atlas of India 2021
found that almost 30% of India’s land is
degraded. The water intensive nature of
sugarcane and the impact on ground
water reserves at a time of extreme
weather has been absent from the
discussion on ethanol-blended petrol.

The Centre, however, says it is looking
to diversify ethanol supplies. The Food
Corporation of India’s rice allocation for
ethanol jumped to a record 5.2 million
metric tonnes, which is about 3.6% of
output, from less than 3,000 tonnes
allocated last year. Similarly, in 2024-25,
over 34% of corn output was diverted for
ethanol production. This diversion forced
India to import about 9.7 lakh tonnes of
corn during 2024-25 — a six-fold increase
over the previous year’s 1.37 lakh tonnes.

Despite diversi�cation e�orts, area
under sugarcane cultivation this year is
estimated to be 57.24 lakh hectare against
57.11 lakh hectare last season. The assured
payment mechanism for sugarcane, the

Fair and Remunerative Pricing, is the key
reason farmers bet on the crop as a
source of stable income. While this rise is
marginal, an analysis by the OECD-FAO
says that 22% of India’s sugarcane will be
used for ethanol production by 2034.

India’s booming ethanol economy has
also come under the gaze of the U.S. The
Trump administration is pushing India to
relax restrictions to its ethanol imports.
The 2025 National Trade Estimate report
noted India’s policy as a signi�cant “trade
barrier.” Import relaxation could
potentially undermine years of
investment and capacity building in
ethanol production. The Indian Sugar
Mills Association has urged the
government to maintain the restrictions.

Will it a�ect the transition to EVs? 
The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas said the shift to ethanol-blended
petrol “has helped India reduce carbon
dioxide emissions by 700 lakh tonnes.”
Shifting to EVs, however, will achieve far
higher rates of emissions reductions and
speed up transport’s decarbonisation,
which is the third largest carbon emitting
sector globally after energy and industry.
The success of cities like Beijing in cutting
air pollution is mainly due to the rapid
adoption of EVs. Of course, this switch
has to be backed by renewable energy
rather than coal, to aid in decarbonising
transport. 

Adoption of EVs has been much slower
in India when compared to other large
economies like the U.S., the European
Union and China. About 7.6% of vehicle
sales in 2024 was electric. Sales of EVs
have to increase by over 22% in the next
�ve years to reach the government’s own
target of 30% by 2030. 

Another challenge to wider EV
adoption in India is its dependence on
Rare Earth Elements (REE). According to
the Ministry of Mines, before China’s
export curbs were imposed, only 2,270
tonnes of REEs and compounds of REEs
were imported in 2023-24. But this
relatively lower level is critical for the
industry to sustain the current level of EV
production. The production and
processing of many REEs is
geographically concentrated in China,
making global supply vulnerable to
several risks. 

The automotive industry has also
sounded alarm bells about the disruption
in rare earth supply. India’s largest
carmaker Maruti Suzuki reduced its
near-term production targets for its new
EV, e-Vitara, attributing it to delays in
receiving rare earth magnets. Other
manufacturers too are bracing themselves
for disruptions. 

Crisil Ratings Senior Director Anuj
Sethi has said, “The supply squeeze
comes just as the auto sector is preparing
for aggressive EV rollouts.” The recent
detente in bilateral relations with China
might help the industry to address the
crisis in the short term. The Union
government is engaged in diplomacy with
Beijing to address the rare earth supply
crunch, mainly germanium. 

Going forward, there is uncertainty on
whether the Centre wants to push ahead
with ethanol blending beyond 20%. While
Minister Puri said the government will
push for blending beyond 20%, the Union
government in March said that there has
been no decision yet.

To know more, please scan the link to
watch The Hindu’s video explainer
newsth.live/ethanolblending

What has been the impact of ethanol blending?  
How are petrol vehicle owners reacting to the E20 mandate? How environmentally friendly is India’s dependence on sugarcane for ethanol? How has the U.S.

reacted to India’s booming ethanol economy? Why has the adoption of EVs in India been much slower compared to other large economies? 

New fuel: Farmers load freshly harvested sugarcane into a tractor trolley during the harvesting season, in Karad, Maharashtra, on December 15, 2024. PTI

Kunal Shankar 
S. Hariharan

EXPLAINER THE GIST

�

Vehicles sold in India from 2023
come with E20 stickers,
indicating compatibility with
20% ethanol blended petrol.
Additionally, manufacturers
have addressed the concerns
of those who own older
vehicles.

�

The Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas said the shift to
ethanol-blended petrol “has
helped India reduce carbon
dioxide emissions by 700 lakh
tonnes.”

�

India’s booming ethanol
economy has also come under
the gaze of the U.S. The Trump
administration is pushing India
to relax restrictions to its
ethanol imports.
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X

QUESTION 1

The son of the god Apollo,

he was believed to have the

power to raise the dead and

was revered by healers in

Ancient Greece. The sta� he

held in his hand, is still

relevant today in medicine

and gives you a big clue

about his name. Who was

this? 

X

QUESTION 2

In south Indian Hindu folk

cultures, a goddess

incarnated from Parvati, is

believed to protect children

from the pox. In the north,

she is known as Shitala.

Who are we talking about? 

X

QUESTION 3

In Japanese myth,

Sukunabikona or the god of

healing is also credited with

inventing a popular drink. What

was the drink? 

X

QUESTION 4

Roman myth boasts of a goddess

who could specifically protect

people from fever and malaria.

In fact, the word fever derives

from her name. Who is this? 

X

QUESTION 5

In Egyptian mythology, ______ ,

a fierce goddess, could unleash

her messengers to cause plagues

upon populations. Naturally

enough, she also receives

prayers to ward o� sickness and

diseases. Fill in the blanks. 

Questions and Answers to the August 15

edition of the daily quiz: 1. The Bretton Woods

system created two major institutions: the IMF

and the ____. Ans: IBRD

2. The system encouraged countries to depend on

the US dollar as the central reserve currency.

Name the national currency that the dollar

succeeded in this capacity. Ans: Pound sterling

3. French president Georges Pompidou sent this

warship to New York to bring France’s gold

holdings at the Federal Reserve Bank back. Ans:

Colbert (aka Su�ren)

4. On August 15, 1971, President Richard Nixon

cancelled the ability of the U.S. dollar to be

converted to gold. The collective name of the

e�ects of this measure. Ans: Nixon shock

5. Name the agreement that o�icially rewrote the

IMF's rules. Ans: Jamaica Accords

Visual: Name this English economist who

proposed a supranational currency called

'bancor' in the early 1940s. Ans: John Maynard

Keynes

Early Birds: Nobody got all the correct answers

THE DAILY QUIZ

Every culture and civilisation, particularly the polytheistic, had its own representation
for the gods of medicine and healing. How well do you know your medical myths?

X

Visual question:

While Dhanvantri is believed to be the physician of the gods, and the god of
Ayurveda, the Rig Veda associated the twins seen in the picture with medicine,

health, sciences, and interestingly, the twilight. What is the name of the pair?

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Ramya Kannan

“The new chap we’ve hired leaves home
at 6:45 to be in time for work. He makes
use of di�erent transportations to get
here. First,…”

“Not transportations. You have…”
“He takes the train, bus and….”
“I understand, but you cannot say

‘transportations’. Transportation is an
uncountable noun. The plural is
‘transportation’ and not
‘transportations’.”

“I see. So, if someone uses a bus, an
auto and a train to get to…”

“Then, you talk about the di�erent
modes of transportation the person uses.
For example, Jai uses several modes of
transportation to get to o�ce. What mode
of transportation do you use?”

“My scooter.”
“In the past, when we went to my

father’s village, we had to use several
modes of transportation. Including a
bullock cart.”

“Those were the days! By the way, how
do you pronounce i…m…p…a…s…s…e?”

“There are several ways of
pronouncing the word. One way is….”

“What’s the simplest way?”
“The Americans pronounce the ‘i’ in

the �rst syllable like the ‘i’ in ‘hit’, ‘bit’
and ‘kit’, and the ‘a’ in the second, like
the ‘a’ in ‘ant’ and ‘apple’. They
pronounce the word im-PASS with the
stress on the second syllable. Do you
know what impasse means?”

“Doesn’t it mean dead end?”
“Very good! When you say that your

discussions have reached an impasse,
you’re suggesting you have reached a
dead end. No progress can be made
because the two of you don’t agree on
anything.”

“It’s a deadlock. There’s no point in
discussing the matter further because no
progress is possible.”

“That’s right! It’s a stalemate. Here’s an
example. The rest of the world was
stunned when the two countries found a
way to end their impasse.”

“If we are to overcome this impasse,
we both need to be willing to make
certain concessions.”

“That’s a good example.”
“Anyway, what’s happening with your

idea of buying an independent house? Are
you making any progress?”

“Not really! I’m seriously considering
dropping the idea.”

“But why? I heard that you saw a
couple of houses. What happened?”

“I saw three, actually! They were all
pretty old, and in a state of disrepair.”

“Disrepair? You mean ‘repair’, don’t
you? Does the word ‘disrepair’ exist?”

“There’s a big di�erence between
‘repair’ and ‘disrepair’. When you say that
the monument has fallen into disrepair,
what you mean is that the monument is in
bad shape.”

“The building probably looks shabby —
with the paint peeling o�, the walls
crumbling, the roof leaking, and the…”

“Stop, stop! You get the picture.” 
upendrankye@gmail.com

I fear the talks
have reached
an impasse 
It is a pity he won’t be coming

back to live here. The house will

soon fall into a state of disrepair 

S. Upendran 

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

C
aste in India is not an individual
problem — it is a deeply rooted
social phenomenon. Caste
survives and thrives not just

because individuals insist on it, but
because families, communities, and entire
social structures continue to enforce and
legitimise it, knowingly or otherwise. 

At the heart of this caste endurance lie
social customs passed down and
protected within households. Children
grow up internalising boundaries — who
to talk to, who to marry, who to avoid —
long before they can even articulate why.
As a result, the caste system remains one
of the most resilient social frameworks in
India. 

‘Honour’ killings
One of the biggest threats to the rigidity of
caste has been social justice
interventions. When marginalised
communities, particularly Dalits, gain
access to quality education and secure
meaningful employment, it opens the
gates for their integration into
mainstream society. With that, a
foundational shift begins. No longer
con�ned to the margins, the oppressed
now begin to interact with caste-Hindu
society on an equal footing — in
workplaces, colleges, cities, and most
importantly, in relationships. This has
created a new frontier of social tension:
romantic unions that cross caste lines,
especially those involving Dalit men and
dominant caste women. These unions
represent not just love or rebellion but a
direct challenge to centuries-old caste
hierarchies. And for many conservative

families, that challenge is intolerable. 
States like Tamil Nadu, Telangana,

Maharashtra, and Kerala — where Dalit
communities have seen relatively greater
empowerment — also record higher rates
of inter-caste marriages. According to the
India Human Development Survey
(IHDS-II), the national rate of inter-caste
marriages stands at around 5%, but States
with empowered Dalit populations show
higher numbers. Ironically, these are also
the States with increased incidents of
honour killings. 

This paradox reveals a disturbing truth:
honour killings occur not where casteism
is strongest, but where it is most
threatened. In States where the oppressed
still maintain their “status quo,” violence
is less — not because casteism is absent,
but because it remains unchallenged.
Thus, caste-based violence is not a sign of
persistent hierarchy alone, but of
hierarchy under siege. 

Tamil Nadu’s caste paradox
When caste killings happen, democratic
voices among the public are strong in
Tamil Nadu as the State boasts a strong
and vibrant civil society. At the same
time, caste is glori�ed on social media.
Due to the anonymity such platforms
o�er, some accounts go so far as to
defend caste killings. 

How do we understand this paradox?
Perhaps in Tamil Nadu, while people
possess a collective consciousness against
casteism, shaped by decades of social
justice politics, individual attitudes may
not always align in the same way. The
State’s anti-caste culture is collectively
progressive but individually con�icted. In
public, caste violence is rejected but in

private conversations, WhatsApp groups,
and through anonymous posts, caste
continues to dictate social preferences,
marriage alliances, and “honourable
behaviour.” 

This paradox does not mean that Tamil
Nadu’s anti-caste movement is a failure. It
means that one is living in a liminal space
— between tradition and transformation.
What we see on social media is not just
caste pride, it’s also the fear of losing
inherited power and the anxiety of
cultural change. 

On family and caste 
There’s a popular belief that the caste
system survives mainly because of
political parties or caste-based
organisations. While these certainly
reinforce caste divisions in the public
sphere, they are not the roots of the
system. Caste survives because it is
protected and transmitted within the
family. Through everyday customs,
rituals, marriage arrangements, social
expectations, and inherited prejudices,
caste becomes part of a child’s
consciousness long before they can
question it. This is why caste has
remained transgenerational, even in the
face of rising education, urbanisation and
exposure to new ideas. 

However, the psychological and
cultural importance of the ‘family’ itself is
changing, especially among adolescents.
Around the world, particularly in
countries like South Korea and Japan, we
are seeing dramatic shifts: marriage rates
are falling, fertility rates are at historic
lows, and the traditional family unit is
losing its central place in people’s lives.
Instead, new models of relationship —

open partnerships, cohabitation, single
living, and self-parenting — are emerging. 

India’s urban youth are slowly
re�ecting this trend too. Many
adolescents today are increasingly
prioritising individual growth, emotional
well-being, and autonomy over traditional
family obligations. As the value of the
family unit weakens, so too does the
primary mechanism through which caste
is enforced and reproduced. 

In other words, if the family becomes
less central in shaping relationships and
social norms, caste may lose its strongest
and oldest vehicle of survival. This
doesn’t mean that caste will disappear
overnight. But it suggests that the cultural
infrastructure that sustains it is slowly
being dismantled — not by revolution, but
by changing lifestyles, shifting emotional
priorities, and evolution of the self. 

Caste in India is at crossroads. On one
hand, we see violent reactions and online
glori�cation. On the other, we witness
strong democratic voices against honour
killings and a new generation slowly
withdrawing from social values. Tamil
Nadu symbolises this contradiction in its
most vivid form — a State where both the
loudest resistance to casteism and the
quietest internal caste pride coexist. But it
also o�ers hope: if this contradiction is
acknowledged, addressed, and
challenged, especially through
engagement and digital
counter-narratives, we may �nally move
toward a society where caste loses its grip
not only on our systems, but on our
hearts and minds. 

Sivabalan Elangovan is Professor and
Head, Dept of Psychiatry, Dr MGR
Educational and Research Institute. 

How ‘honour’ killings in India are
reinforced and legitimised 
States like Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Maharashtra, and Kerala — where Dalit communities have seen relatively greater empowerment — record higher

rates of inter-caste marriages. Ironically, these are also the States with increased incidents of honour killings 

FULL CONTEXT

Cruel intentions: Villagers gather in large numbers in front of the residence of caste killing victim C. Kavin Selvaganesh in Arumugamangalam in Thoothukudi district on August 1. RAJESH. N

Sivabalan Elangovan 
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